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IRAN TENSIONS 


Report: US 
could deploy 
120K troops 
if attacked 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The Pentagon has drafted plans to 
send up to 120,000 troops to the Middle 
East in the event Iran launches an attack 
on U.S. forces in the region or restarts 
its nuclear weapons program, The New 
York Times reported. 

President Donald Trump dismissed 
the report as “fake news,” but added, 
“Would I do that? Absolutely.” He insist¬ 
ed the White House has not signed off on 
a troop increase but if it does “we’d send 
a hell of a lot more troops than that.” 

The size of the purported force — 
120,000 troops is roughly the number 
the U.S. used to invade Iraq in 2003 
— has shocked some officials inside the 
Trump administration, the Times re¬ 
ported Monday, citing unnamed national 
security officials. The Times did not say 
the plan had been accepted but reported 
that it had been presented by acting De¬ 
fense Secretary Pat Shanahan at a meet¬ 
ing of Trump’s top aides last week. 

The report comes as tensions between 
Washington and Tehran have risen fol¬ 
lowing what officials citing classified 
intelligence said were signs of possible 
threats to U.S. forces or interests in the 
region. It is not clear whether Trump 
himself has been briefed on the Penta¬ 
gon plan. The Trump administration has 
warned that “Iran or its proxies” could 
be targeting ships in the Persian Gulf 
SEE REPORT ON PAGE 4 
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Cultural change is 
helping Navy retain 
talented mothers 

By Brock Vergakis 

The Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. 

L t. Cmdr. Karen Sankes- 
Ritland never imagined life 
outside the mditary 
Her father was a Marine. 
Her husband is an explosive ord¬ 
nance disposal officer. She’s a Naval 
Academy graduate. 

But more than a decade into her ca¬ 
reer, the strains of family life and a 
dual-military household were taking 
a toll. Her father had died recently, 
her third child needed open-heart 
surgery and she was pregnant with 
her fourth child. Meanwhile, her hus¬ 
band was scheduled to deploy soon. 

“I just felt like I was starting to 
drown,” she said. 

Something had to change. She 
needed a break. But she didn’t want 
to leave the Navy. 

So after her fourth child’s arrival in 
2016, she took advantage of a program 
that lets enlisted sailors and officers 
take a sabbatical. For a year, she was 
a stay-at-home mom. 

“I will forever be grateful for that 
year off because that was a very 
important time for me to be able to 
spend that time with my very young 
children,” she said. “And I can tell 
you stay-at-home moms definitely 
have a really tough job. Very tough, 
but very rewarding.” 

SEE SHIFTING ON PAGE 5 


■ Saudis say oil pipeline 
was attacked by drones 

■ Spain says its removal 
of frigate from exercise 
with US fleet not rebuke 
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Lt. Cmdr. Karen Sankes-Ritland dons 
hearing protection before a .50- 
caliber machine gun live-fire exercise 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Geoi^e H.W. Bush in 2018. Sankes- 
Ritland, the Bush’s training officer 
and a mother of four, credits the 
Navy’s Career Intermission Program 
with making her a better officer. 

Joe BoGGio/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 
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Pentagon considers request 
for more border assistance 



Robert Burns/AP 


Acting Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan, left, speaks with troops 
near McAllen, Texas, about the military’s role in support of the 
Department of Homeland Security’s effort to secure the southwest 
border. At right is Kevin McAleenan, acting DHS secretary. 


By Missy Ryan 

The Washington Post 

Pentagon officials are consid¬ 
ering a new request for military 
assistance along the southern 
border, a defense official said 
Monday, after the Department 
of Homeland Security asked for 
help housing and caring for thou¬ 
sands of migrants. 

The latest DHS request, first 
reported over the weekend by 
journalists accompanying acting 
Defense Secretary Pat Shana¬ 
han on a trip to the border, comes 
as lawmakers voice frustration 
about the Pentagon’s expanding 
role in President Donald Trump’s 
border policies, including the ef¬ 
fort to curtail a surge in migrant 
crossings. 

A defense official, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity to dis¬ 
cuss a proposal that has not yet 


been approved, said the request 
asks the Defense Department to 
provide or construct shelter for at 
least 5,000 migrants and to pro¬ 
vide “wraparound services,” in¬ 
cluding food and other care. 

Officials are examining wheth¬ 
er the migrants would be housed 
in existing military facilities or 
whether tents or other structures 
would be put in place to shelter 
them, the official said. If the re¬ 
quest is approved, the migrants 
could be taken to a single facility 
or multiple sites. 

Additional details about the 
request come only days after the 
Pentagon announced it would 
shift $1.5 billion in existing mili¬ 
tary programs to fund construc¬ 
tion of Trump’s border wall. 
Democratic lawmakers decried 
the move, saying the decision to 
reallocate funding without prior 
consultation “ignored decades of 


precedent and cooperation with 
the Congress.” 

The official said the steps to 
house migrants, if approved, 
would be paid for out of previ¬ 
ously reallocated funds. In April, 
Shanahan approved a Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices request to identify military 
facilities where migrant children 
could be placed if necessary. 

Lawmakers from both parties 
have voiced concerns that the 
military’s expanding involvement 
could detract from other priori¬ 
ties, including restoring military 
readiness and repairing storm 
damage to bases. 

The military has gradually ex¬ 
panded its military mission along 
the border, where there are now 
more than 4,000 active-duty and 
National Guard troops. To help 
border agents deal with a crush of 
people seeking to cross. Pentagon 


leaders have also granted lim¬ 
ited exceptions to a long-standing 
policy that prevents servicemem- 
bers from coming into contact 
with migrants. 

In a Fox News interview that 
aired Monday, Shanahan respond¬ 
ed to critics of the Pentagon’s in¬ 
volvement in the administration’s 
migrant response, saying there is 
a “crisis at the border.” 


“The commander in chief has 
given me a direct legal order to 
secure the border,” he said. “I’m 
securing the border.” 

Pentagon officials are now at¬ 
tempting to chart out a two-year 
plan that would anticipate DHS 
and law enforcement needs so 
that the military does not have 
to respond to a steady stream of 
requests. 


Trump officials said to discuss mass arrests of migrant families 


By Colleen Long 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Homeland Security 
officials considered arresting thousands of 
migrant families who had final deportation 
orders and removing them from the U.S. 
in a flashy show of force, but the idea was 
tabled as the Trump administration grap¬ 
pled with straining resources and a grow¬ 
ing number of Central Americans crossing 
the border. 

Two Homeland Security officials and 
two other people familiar with the pro¬ 


posal described it to The Associated Press. 
They were not authorized to speak publicly 
and requested anonymity. 

The idea was to arrest parents and chil¬ 
dren in 10 cities with large populations of 
immigrants living in the U.S. illegally, spe¬ 
cifically New York, Los Angeles and Chi¬ 
cago, they said, without naming others. 

The proposal, first reported by The 
Washington Post, was meant to send a 
message and possibly deter others from 
coming across the border, they said. 

But then-immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement head Ron Vitiello and then- 


Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen put the pro¬ 
posal aside over concerns about diverting 
resources from the border, a lack of deten¬ 
tion space and the possibility of renewed 
public outrage over treatment of families. 

The Trump administration separated 
children from parents at the southern bor¬ 
der last summer, a move that prompted 
mass outrage and criticism that the U.S. 
was abandoning its humanitarian role and 
harming children. Immigration experts 
say the separations, which were halted 
last June, did little to stop migrant cross¬ 
ings and, in fact, may have prompted more 


people to come. 

The number of border crossings has 
risen dramatically in the past few months 
to more than 100,000 per month. More 
than half are families who cannot be easily 
sent back to their home countries. Border 
officials say they are out of resources and 
manpower and can’t keep up. 

The tabled plan — it remains under con¬ 
sideration — included fast-tracking im¬ 
migration cases to allow judges to order 
deportations for those who didn’t show up 
for hearings. It also prioritized the newest 
cases in order to deport people faster. 
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PACIFIC _ 

N. Korea calls seizing of cargo ship 'robbery' 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea 
on Tuesday accused the United States of 
“robbery” for seizing a cargo ship and 
demanded the vessel’s return in the lat¬ 
est sign of rising tensions that threaten to 
scuttle nuclear talks. 

The Wise Honest — detained in April 
2018 while en route to Indonesia — was 
towed to the US. territory of American 
Samoa over the weekend so it can be in¬ 
spected. The US. Justice Department has 
said it suspects the ship was used to evade 
international sanctions. 

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry claimed 
the seizure violates the spirit of leader Kim 


Jong Un’s agreement with President Don¬ 
ald Trump during their first summit last 
year to try to improve bilateral relations. 

“The US. should carefully consider what 
consequences will follow in the current sit¬ 
uation following their flagrant robbery and 
return our ship without delay,” the minis¬ 
try was quoted as saying in the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency. 

American officials allege the ship was 
used to export coal and import heavy ma¬ 
chinery in violation of sanctions, which 
were imposed to punish the communist 
state for its banned nuclear weapons 
program. 

The Justice Department didn’t announce 
the ship’s seizure until last week following 
a missile test by North Korea. 


The North fired two short-range mis¬ 
siles into the sea on Thursday — the sec¬ 
ond such launch in five days — in what was 
seen as a warning that its patience was 
wearing thin over the lack of progress in 
talks since the second summit between the 
two countries collapsed without agreement 
in late February. 

The ship’s seizure hits at one of the key 
sticking points, which is the North’s de¬ 
mands for a reciprocal approach to talks 
that includes sanctions relief in return for 
disarmament steps already taken. 

The Trump administration insists on 
maintaining its policy dubbed “maxi¬ 
mum pressure” until denuclearization is 
achieved. 

“The strategy with North Korea hasn’t 


changed,” acting US. Defense Secretary 
Pat Shanahan said in an interview with 
Fox News that was broadcast Monday. 
“It’s a diplomatic one, but it’s about full 
denuclearization. 

“My job is to make sure that we’re pre¬ 
pared in the event diplomacy fails,” he 
added. “There’s no change to our force 
posture, our force preparation and our 
readiness.” 

Trump and Kim agreed to a vague prom¬ 
ise to work toward the “complete denucle¬ 
arization of the Korean Peninsula” during 
their first summit on June 12 in Singapore 
but talks have since stalled due to stark 
differences over how to achieve that goal. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Rare Asiatic black bear cub discovered in Korean DMZ 



By Kim Gamel 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A rare 
Asiatic black bear cub has been 
photographed while crossing a 
stream in the Demilitarized Zone, 
highlighting the heavily fortified 
Korean border area’s role as a 
unique haven for wildlife. 

The photo of the bear, which 
was captured by a motion sensor 
camera in October, emerged as 
the fate of the DMZ is in question 
amid efforts to improve relations 
between the two Koreas and per¬ 
suade the North to abandon its 
nuclear weapons. 

The 2.5-mile-wide, 155-mile- 
long strip of land has been largely 
a no-go zone for more than six 
decades due to land mines and 
barbed wire-lined fences in place 
since the 1950-53 Korean War 
ended in an armistice instead of 
a peace treaty. 

Untouched by development, 
animals and plants have thrived 
with little human contact in the 
protected ecosystem that includes 
wetlands, forests, mountains and 
coastlines. 

The bear is believed to have 
been about 8 months old, judging 
by its size, and most likely has par¬ 
ents and a sibling nearby. South 
Korea’s Environmental Ministry 
said as it released the image last 
week. The military, which moni¬ 
tors the cameras, handed over the 
photo in April. 

The ministry also released a 


separate video it said was taken 
in 2016 showing a presumably 
different black bear along with 
other animals. 

The ministry estimates that 
the area has an estimated 6,168 
species of fauna and flora, includ¬ 
ing 102 considered endangered 
in South Korea, based on recent 
surveys and data gathered since 
1974. Those include black-faced 
spoonbills, white-naped cranes, 
red-crowned cranes, musk deer, 
mountain goats and others. 

The National Institute of Ecol¬ 


ogy also had 92 unmanned sur¬ 
veillance cameras installed in the 
area in 2014. 

Yoo Seug-gwang, a ministry of¬ 
ficial, called the sightings “very 
meaningful” considering the lim¬ 
ited information that’s available 
about life in the area. 

“The great ecological value of 
the DMZ has been proven once 
again by the confirmation of the 
Asiatic black bear,” he said in a 
May 7 press release. “We’re plan¬ 
ning to... prepare comprehensive 
measures for the systematic pres¬ 


ervation and management of the 
DMZ in the future.” 

Asiatic black bears, distin¬ 
guished by a white patch on their 
chest and known by the Latin 
name Ursus thibetanus, are on 
the International Union for Con¬ 
servation of Nature’s red list of 
threatened species. 

They’re also considered endan¬ 
gered in South Korea, where the 
population has rebounded from 
five in 2001 to 61 today thanks 
to a national recovery effort, ac¬ 
cording to the ministry. 

Soldiers have reported seeing 
the bears in the DMZ before, but 
the photo provides proof 

“I think this is absolutely sig¬ 
nificant because seeing is believ¬ 
ing,” Seung-ho Lee, the South 
Korean-born co-founder of the 
New York-based conservation¬ 
ist DMZ Forum said. “We talk 
much, but one picture of this bear 
is arousing a lot of interest.” 

Nature has been threatened 
on both sides of the border due 
to rapid industrialization in the 
post-war South and foraging for 
fuel and food in the North, Lee 
said Tuesday in a telephone in¬ 
terview, calling the DMZ an “ac¬ 
cidental paradise.” 

The bear isn’t alone. Lee said 
footprints have been seen indicat¬ 
ing other big mammals like tigers 
and leopards may be in the area. 

“But people need to see the 
actual animal so it’s absolutely 
fascinating that the actual image 
of the black bear was captured 
inside the DMZ, not outside the 


DMZ,” he said. 

Lee and others expressed con¬ 
cern that peace may be as much 
of a danger to the area as war, 
stressing the need to carefully 
manage any development. 

The DMZ Forum has proposed 
designating the eastern section 
of the DMZ — which is the most 
remote, with mountains on both 
sides — as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 

The central section could be 
used for sustainable ecotourism 
and a possible peace memorial to 
commemorate the thousands of 
soldiers from all sides who were 
lost there during the war. 

The western section, which 
includes the truce village of Pan- 
munjom and is closest to Seoul, 
could be turned into a peace park, 
Lee said. 

“The two Koreas need to coop¬ 
erate by protecting this region,” 
he said, while acknowledging that 
the fate of the DMZ is low on the 
government’s priority list. 

President Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un agreed to disarm the DMZ 
and turn it into a tourism mecca 
during their first summit on April 
27, 2018. 

The initiative has stalled as nu¬ 
clear talks stalled and recent mis¬ 
sile tests by the North threaten to 
revive tensions. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


No evidence of shots fired following lockdown at Yokota Air Base 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Parts 
of the home of US. Forces Japan in west¬ 
ern Tokyo were locked down for an hour 
based on reports of shots fired Tuesday 
morning. 

However, security personnel and Japa¬ 
nese police found no evidence of firearms 
being discharged on or off base, according 
to the 374th Airlift Wing. 

Starting at 11:26 a.m., the Air Force base 
was blanketed with “real world” notices of 
a lockdown on Yokota’s west side via Face- 


book, mobile apps and the basewide public 
address system. 

The wing issued an initial statement at 
noon saying unverified “reports of shots 
heard” were under investigation and that 
security officers were responding. 

Base officials issued an “all clear” notice 
just before 12:30 p.m. 

“Security Forces conducted foot and 
vehicle-based sweeps of the area inside of 
the base and the Japanese National Police 
swept the area outside of the base,” accord¬ 
ing to a statement from the wing. “There 
were no indications of firearm discharges, 
and there were no injuries.” 


Some sources on base reported the 
sounds may have been caused by a car 
backfiring or special cannons used to 
scare wildlife away from aircraft, public 
affairs officials said. Such cannons make 
threatening sounds, such as predator calls 
or explosions. 

Four of Yokota’s five active gates were 
closed until 12:23 p.m., when the “all clear” 
message was sent out. Only the east gate, 
far from the site of the incident, remained 
open during the lockdown as lines of traf¬ 
fic formed at other access points. 

Yokota’s west side — separated from the 
main base by a four-lane Japanese high¬ 


way called Route 16 — is home to housing, 
an elementary school, child care and com¬ 
munity centers, a bowling alley, vehicle 
operations and an auto care center, among 
other facilities. 

The 374th Airlift Wing and a few other 
units are participating in a readiness exer¬ 
cise this week, public affairs officials said 
in a separate email. 

“Exercises like these allow us to test our 
ability to survive and operate during sce¬ 
narios posed to our forces in a contingency 
environment,” the message said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Saudis: Drones attacked 
oil infrastructure sites 



Courtesy of NATO 


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, center, talks to Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo at NATO headquarters in Brussels on 
Monday. The group discussed U.S. concerns over Iran. 

Report: Large-scale conflict 
with Iran remote, analyst says 


By Aya Batrawy 
AND Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Saudi Arabia said drones at¬ 
tacked one of its oil pipelines as 
other assaults targeted energy 
infrastructure elsewhere in the 
kingdom on Tuesday, shortly 
after Yemen’s rebels claimed a 
coordinated drone attack on the 
Sunni power. 

The assaults marked the latest 
incidents challenging Mideast se¬ 
curity after the alleged sabotage 
of oil tankers off the coast of the 
United Arab Emirates earlier this 
week amid heightened tensions 
between the US. and Iran. 

Yemen’s Houthi rebels, whom 
Saudi Arabia has been fight¬ 
ing since March 2015, said they 
launched a series of drone attacks 
on the kingdom, across the bor¬ 
der from Yemen. The spokesman 
of the rebels, Mohammed Abdel- 
Salam, told The Associated Press, 
“This is a message to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia; stop your aggression. 

“Our goal is to respond to the 
crimes they are committing every 
day against the Yemeni people,” 
he added. 

In a statement carried on the 
state-run Saudi Press Agency, 
Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih 
said that drones attacked a petro¬ 
leum pumping station supplying a 
pipeline running from its oil-rich 
Eastern Province to the Yanbu 
Port on the Red Sea. 

A fire broke out and firefight¬ 
ers later brought it under control, 
though the state-run Saudi Aram- 
co stopped pumping oil through 
the pipeline. 

The kingdom’s state security 
body also said two petroleum 
pumping stations in the greater 
region of Riyadh, the landlocked 
capital, were targeted at the same 
time. The statement described it 
as a “limited targeting” of petro¬ 
leum stations in al-Duadmi and 
Afif in the Riyadh region, without 
elaborating. 

Al-Falih called the attack “cow¬ 
ardly,” saying that recent sabo¬ 
tage acts against the kingdom’s 


Associated Press 

MADRID — Spain’s decision to 
remove a frigate on training ex¬ 
ercises from a U.S. combat fleet 
that is approaching the Persian 
Gulf was taken purely for “tech¬ 
nical reasons,” the country’s de¬ 
fense minister said Tuesday. 

Margarita Robles insisted the 
decision was “not an expression 
of distaste” over the crossing into 
the Strait of Hormuz by the fleet 
headed by the USS Abraham Lin¬ 
coln aircraft carrier. 


This is a message 
to Saudi Arabia; stop 
your aggression. ^ 

Mohammed Abdel-Salam 

spokesman for Yemen’s Houthi rebels 


vital installations target not only 
Saudi Arabia but the safety of the 
world’s energy supply and global 
economy. He said that reaffirms 
the need of the international com¬ 
munity to confront the activities 
of groups like the Houthis. He 
also promised the production and 
export of Saudi oil would not be 
interrupted. 

Benchmark Brent crude traded 
at $71 a barrel Tuesday, up $1.27 
on the day. 

The attack on Saudi oil tar¬ 
gets comes after four oil tankers 
anchored in the Mideast were 
damaged by what Gulf officials 
described as sabotage, though 
satellite images obtained by The 
Associated Press on Tuesday 
showed no m^or visible damage 
to the vessels. 

Details of the alleged sabotage 
to two Saudi, one Norwegian and 
one Emirati oil tanker on Sunday 
remained unclear, and Gulf of¬ 
ficials have declined to say who 
they suspected was responsible. 
But it demonstrated the raised 
risks for shippers in a region vital 
to global energy supplies as ten¬ 
sions are increasing between the 
U.S. and Iran over its unraveling 
nuclear deal with world powers. 

The U.S. has warned sailors 
of the potential for attacks on 
commercial sea traffic, and re¬ 
gional allies of the United Arab 
Emirates condemned the alleged 
sabotage as the tankers were off 
the coast of the UAE port city of 
Fujairah. 

A U.S. official in Washington, 
without offering any evidence, 
told the AP that an American mil¬ 
itary team’s initial assessment in¬ 
dicated Iran or Iranian allies used 
explosives to blow holes in the 
ships. The official, who was not 


The U.S. fleet is heading to the 
Persian Gulf at a time of height¬ 
ened tensions between Washing¬ 
ton and Tehran. 

Robles insisted Spain’s decision 
was “prudent” and “perfectly ad¬ 
missible” under the terms of a 
two-year cooperation agreement 
that placed the Mendez Nunez 
frigate with the U.S. fleet for ad¬ 
vanced training. The ship and its 
215 people on board have headed 
to Mumbai, India, she said. 

“The United States govern¬ 
ment has embarked on a mission 


authorized to discuss the investi¬ 
gation, agreed to reveal the find¬ 
ings only if not quoted by name. 
The U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, which 
patrols the Mideast and operates 
from a base in Fujairah, has re¬ 
peatedly declined to comment. 

The U.S. already had warned 
ships that “Iran or its proxies” 
could be targeting maritime 
traffic in the region. America is 
deploying the aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln, and B-52 
bombers to the Persian Gulf to 
counter alleged, still-unspecified 
threats from Tehran. 

Citing heightened tensions in 
the region, the United Nations 
called on “all concerned parties 
to exercise restraint for the sake 
of regional peace, including by 
ensuring maritime security” and 
freedom of navigation, UN. depu¬ 
ty spokesman Farhan Haq said. 

Tensions in the region have 
risen since President Donald 
Trump withdrew the U.S. from 
the 2015 nuclear deal between 
Iran and world powers, and re¬ 
stored U.S. sanctions that have 
pushed Iran’s economy into crisis. 
Last week, Iran warned it would 
begin enriching uranium at high¬ 
er levels in 60 days if world pow¬ 
ers failed to negotiate new terms 
for the deal. 

The oil tankers were visible in 
satellite images provided Tues¬ 
day to the AP by Colorado-based 
Maxar Technologies. A boom sur¬ 
rounded the Emirati oil tanker A. 
Michel, indicating the possibil¬ 
ity of an oil leak. The other three 
showed no visible mqjor damage 
from above. 

Yemen plunged into civil war 
in 2014 when Iran-backed reb¬ 
els captured the capital, Sanaa. 
A Saudi-led coalition entered the 
war in March 2015 to help gov¬ 
ernment troops facing the Houthi 
advance. The U.S. supported the 
coalition for years despite its air- 
strikes killing civilians, and is 
only recently beginning to step 
back after the October killing of 
Washington Post columnist Jamal 
Khashoggi at the Saudi Consulate 
in Istanbul by Saudi agents. 


that wasn’t scheduled when the 
agreement was signed,” Robles 
told reporters during an official 
trip to Brussels. 

She said Spain had never given 
its blessing for the frigate to go 
on a mission in the Persian Gulf 
and that it will return to the U.S. 
fleet once scheduled operations 
resume. 

She declined to comment on 
the U.S.’ hard-line policy toward 
Iran but said Spain remains a re¬ 
liable and committed member of 
NATO. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

region. Saudi Arabia said this 
week that two of its oil tankers 
were sabotaged off the United 
Arab Emirates in attacks that 
caused “substantial damage.” 

In Europe, there are concerns 
that the U.S. and Iran could stum¬ 
ble into a military confrontation. 

“We are very worried about the 
risk of a conflict happening by ac¬ 
cident, with an escalation that is 
unintended really on either side 
but ends with some kind of con¬ 
flict,” British Foreign Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt told reporters in 
Brussels. 

European diplomats and 
NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg convened with U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
Monday to discuss the Trump 
administration’s concerns over 
Iran. 

“What we need is a period of 
calm to make sure that everyone 
understands what the other side 
is thinking,” Hunt said. 

While Washington has upped 
the pressure, it’s still unclear 
whether Trump, who campaigned 
on an anti-interventionist plat¬ 
form and repeatedly denounced 
the Iraq War as a blunder, is will¬ 
ing to get drawn into another mil¬ 
itary confrontation in the Middle 
East. 

Some analysts say the chances 
of a large-scale conflict are still 
remote. 

“Public support for mqjor U.S. 
interventions in the region has 
clearly declined over the past 
decade and the US., no matter 
what administration is in office 
or what is its policy toward Iran, 
is not likely to further intervene 
militarily in any regional con¬ 
flict for the sole reason of blunt¬ 
ing the impact of Iran’s regional 
strategy,” said an analysis by the 
Soufan Center, a New York-based 
security firm. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. has expe¬ 
dited deployments to the region 
in connection with increased 
concerns about potential Iranian 
aggression. Last week, the Penta¬ 
gon ordered a Patriot missile bat¬ 
tery and an amphibious transport 
dock warship to the Middle East. 
That follows the deployment of an 
aircraft carrier strike group and 


a task force of B-52 bombers into 
the region. 

U.S. military officials have 
said there is an elevated threat 
level facing U.S. troops deployed 
in Iraq and Syria — primarily 
emanating from Iran-controlled 
Shiite militias. There also are 
threats at sea in the Persian Gulf 
region, where U.S. officials have 
observed Iran-controlled vessels 
transporting military hardware 
including missiles. 

Over the weekend, four com¬ 
mercial ships anchored near 
the United Arab Emirates were 
damaged in what U.S. military 
investigators believe may have 
been attacks carried out by Iran 
or its proxies. The Associated 
Press reported. Iran has denied 
involvement. 

The rhetoric between Washing¬ 
ton and Tehran also has become 
increasingly heated. Last year, 
tensions spiked when the Trump 
administration decided to pull out 
of the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran 
and impose new sanctions. 

Since then, Iranian political 
and military leaders have repeat¬ 
edly threatened to target U.S. 
military assets in the region if 
Washington sought to prevent 
Tehran from exporting its crude 
oil. The Trump administration 
last month ended waivers from 
sanctions for several mqjor im¬ 
porters of Iranian oil. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. has 
warned it would take military ac¬ 
tion if Iran acted upon a threat to 
close the Strait of Hormuz, a stra¬ 
tegic energy choke point through 
which millions of barrels of oil 
pass each day. 

Washington also has accused 
Iran of being the main destabi¬ 
lizing force in the Middle East, 
backing proxy forces in Syria and 
Yemen that the U.S. opposes. 

The State Department desig¬ 
nated Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, which recruits and trains 
militants to fight in proxy forces, 
as a terrorist organization last 
month. In response, lawmakers 
in Tehran declared U.S. troops 
terrorists and called the U.S. a 
state sponsor of terrorism. 

vandiver.iohn(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 


Spain says frigate peeling off 
from US fleet is not a rebuke 
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Shifting: Program one of series of family-centered changes 



Buiider 2nd Ciass Janeiie Bencic, assigned to Navai Mobiie Construction Battaiion 3, prepares to 
embrace her daughter at Navai Base Ventura County, Point Mugu, Caiif., as she returned iast month to 
homeport foiiowing a six-month depioyment to the indo-Pacific region. 



Jacob Sippel, Naval Hospital JACKSONVILLE/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Ensign Pauiine Gachaiian hands a newborn boy to his mother, Petty 
Officer 2nd Ciass Emiiy Smith, at Navai Hospitai Jacksonviiie's 
Maternai infant Unit. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

She returned to the Navy in 
2017 and now serves as the train¬ 
ing officer aboard the aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush. 
The time off rejuvenated her. She 
said it made her a better officer. 

“If I had stayed in, I honestly 
don’t think I would be where I’m 
at right now,” she said. “And that’s 
due to needing the ability to take 
care of my family. And if I can’t 
take care of my personal life, it 
would be very hard for me to per¬ 
form in my professional life.” 

Sankes-Ritland is one of 217 
sailors who have used or are using 
the Career Intermission Program 
since it was first offered as a pilot 
program in 2009, with 79 of those 
choosing to take time off for fami¬ 
ly reasons that could include hav¬ 
ing or adopting a child or taking 
care of an ill parent, according 
to Naval Personnel Command. 
Sailors can take up to three years 
off but must serve an additional 
month after they return for every 
month they’ve been gone. 

The program is one of a series 
of changes the Navy has recently 
made to be more accommodating 
to working parents in an effort to 
retain talented sailors. Surveys 
show the top reasons people leave 
the service are the Navy’s impact 
on the family, on their ability to 
have or adopt children and work- 
life balance. 

But some working mothers say 
they’ve seen a cultural shift over 
the past 20 years in how leader¬ 
ship treats sailors with children. 
A 2018 survey indicated that 
women planning to remain in the 
Navy were more likely to have 
children than those who are un¬ 
decided or planning to separate 
from the service. 

In recent years, the Navy has 
extended the hours child care is 
available, doubled its maternity 
leave to 12 weeks and removed 
the 40-person cap on the number 
of people who can go on sabbati¬ 
cal each year. Leaders — many 
of whom are women with chil¬ 
dren — are being taught the im¬ 
portance of making sure those 
they’re in charge of are taking 
care of their home lives so they’re 
not distracted on a job where lives 
are at stake. Sometimes, the Navy 
now says, a family issue needs to 
take priority. 

“The bottom line is that women 
can be wives, mothers and sail¬ 
ors all at the same time,” said 
Lt. Cmdr. Jessica McNulty, a 
spokeswoman for Navy Recruit¬ 
ing Command, which is specifi¬ 
cally targeting women to join the 
service. 

Other efforts to be more sup¬ 
portive include an update to the 
Navy’s Pregnancy and Parent¬ 
hood Mobile App, the creation 
of a “Breastfeeding in the Navy” 
campaign and a new Command 
Advisor on Pregnancy and Par¬ 
enthood that’s designed to support 
parents and normalize conversa¬ 
tions on parenthood in the Navy, 
according to Chief of Naval Per¬ 
sonnel spokesman Lt. j.g. Stuart 
Phillips. 

Chief Petty Officer Renea Pow¬ 
ers, a Virginia Beach, Va.-based 
Riverine with three children 


ages 17 to 4, said the Navy treated 
working mothers much different¬ 
ly when she had her first child. 

“It wasn’t very conducive to 
women wanting to stay in. A lot of 
the females around me who were 
pregnant, like as soon as they had 
their baby and their time was up, 
they were getting out,” Powers 
said. 

Powers had praise for the ex¬ 
tended hours and level of care 
offered at the Navy’s child devel¬ 
opment centers, as well as how 
affordable they are. Sailors are 
charged on a sliding scale based 
on their pay, but it’s not uncom¬ 
mon for sailors to pay half the 
price for day care that they would 
at a comparable accredited pri¬ 
vate facility. 

Powers sends her youngest 


child to one of the Navy’s centers. 
The only problem is that the cen¬ 
ters can’t handle more children, 
she said. Wait lists to get in are 
common. Each center maintains 
low caretaker-to-child ratios and 
they’re limited in how many chil¬ 
dren they can accept. 

The one for Naval Station Nor¬ 
folk, Va., can handle 300 children 
and is at capacity. The wait list 
has 300 names on it. The children 
of active-duty sailors and single 
parents get priority. 

The Navy also offers a 24/7 care 
program for sailors who work 
overnight watches. That program 
can handle 20 children and offers 
to certify in-home caretakers that 
may allow children to have more 
personal attention closer to where 
they live. 


Michael LoPEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Chief Petty Officer Sheri 
Bergeman, who works at Fleet 
Forces Command in Norfolk, was 
someone who thought about get¬ 
ting out of the Navy after she had 
the first of her three children. But 
she stayed in largely because she 
and her husband still had con¬ 
tracts to serve and she was able to 
transfer to shore duty. When she 
had her first two children, she got 
only six weeks off 

But for her third child, she got 
12 weeks. 

“It’s important to have that ad¬ 
ditional time for bonding. So six 
weeks, you’re going back to work, 
you kind of have a little bit of re¬ 
sentment, like, ‘Oh, my gosh, I 
don’t spend this time with my 
baby’ Your mind is not at work,” 
she said. “You’re there, but you’re 
really not focused.” 

Bergeman would spend her 
lunch hours at the day care with 
her baby “because that’s where 
my heart was. That’s where my 
mind was.” 

For her, the Navy’s new extend¬ 
ed-leave policy also came with 
another benefit: paternity leave. 
For her third child, her husband 
was also able to take time off 
work and take some of the burden 
off her. 

“You have a baby and you’re 
tired,” she said. “You’re up all 
that time. So having them there 
to be able to care for the baby 
and, you know, be awake — that’s 
huge.” 

Since June, the Navy also has 
offered more flexibility in its pa¬ 
rental leave policy by allowing 
the primary caregiver to take six 
weeks off even if it’s not the birth 
parent. It also increased time off 
for the secondary caregiver from 
10 days to 14. 


The service “recognizes the 
diversity of our Navy families,” 
Phillips said. “As our dual-mili¬ 
tary, dual-income, same-sex and 
single-parent families continue to 
grow, so must 
our focus on 
family friend¬ 
ly policies.” 

Bergeman 
said she’d 
like to see 
the Navy help 
more women 
who can’t 
have children 
by paying 
for in vitro 
fertilization. 

“Right now, 
that’s not cov¬ 
ered,” she 
said. “I think 
that would be 
huge because 
there are a 
lot of women 
that want to 
have children 
that can’t. I’d 
like to see the Navy actually sup¬ 
port that.” 

Sankes-Ritland believes the 
Navy is on the right track. She’s 
especially a fan of the sabbatical 
program. 

“I am a huge proponent of it,” 
she said. 

She talks up the program to 
other women sailors, especially 
single moms, “I always let them 
know that there are these op¬ 
portunities and resources every¬ 
where in the Navy that you can 
take advantage of,” she said. 


■ The 
bottom 
line is that 
women 
can be 


mothers 
and sailors 
all at the 
same 
U time. ^ 
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Source: Barr opens 
2nd investigation 
into Rnssia probe 



Cliff Owen/AP 


People wait in line to attend The Road to the Green New Deal Tour final event at Howard University in 
Washington on Monday. 

Ocasio-Cortez, Sanders rally 
support for Green New Deal 


By Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General William Barr has ap¬ 
pointed a U.S. attorney to ex¬ 
amine the origins of the Russia 
investigation and determine if 
intelligence collection involving 
President Donald Trump’s cam¬ 
paign was “lawful and appropri¬ 
ate,” a person familiar with the 
matter told The Associated Press 
on Monday. 

Barr appointed John Durham, 
the U.S. attorney in Connecticut, 
to conduct the inquiry, the per¬ 
son said. The person could not 
discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke to the AP on condition of 
anonymity. 

Durham’s appointment comes 
about a month after Barr told 
members of Congress he believed 
“spying did occur” on the Trump 
campaign in 2016. He later said 
he didn’t mean anything pejora¬ 
tive and was gathering a team to 
look into the origins of the special 
counsel’s investigation. 

Barr provided no details about 
what “spying” may have taken 
place but appeared to be alluding 
to a surveillance warrant the FBI 
obtained on a former Trump asso¬ 
ciate, Carter Page, and the FBI’s 
use of an informant while the 
bureau was investigating former 
Trump campaign foreign policy 
adviser George Papadopoulos. 

Trump and his supporters 
have seized on both to accuse 
the Justice Department and the 
FBI of unlawfully spying on his 
campaign. 

The inquiry, which will focus 
on whether the government’s 
methods to collect intelligence 
relating to the Trump campaign 
were lawful and appropriate, is 


separate from an investigation by 
the Justice Department’s inspec¬ 
tor general. The agency’s watch¬ 
dog is also examining the Russia 
probe’s origins, and Barr has said 
he expects the watchdog report to 
be done in May or June. 

Congressional Republicans 
have also indicated they intend 
to examine how the investigation 
that shadowed Trump’s presi¬ 
dency for 
nearly two 
years began 
and whether 
there are 
any legal 
concerns. 

The re¬ 
cently 
concluded 
investigation 
from spe¬ 
cial counsel 
Robert Mueller did not find a 
criminal conspiracy between the 
campaign and the Kremlin to tip 
the outcome of the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election. 

Durham is a career prosecutor 
who was nominated for his post 
as U.S. attorney in Connecticut 
by Trump. He has previously in¬ 
vestigated law enforcement cor¬ 
ruption, the destruction of CIA 
videotapes and the Boston FBI of¬ 
fice’s relationship with mobsters. 

In nominating him, the White 
House said Durham and other 
nominees for U.S. attorney jobs 
share Trump’s vision for “mak¬ 
ing America safe again.” 

Durham was unanimously 
confirmed by the Senate in 2018. 
At the time, Connecticut’s two 
Democratic senators, Richard 
Blumenthal and Chris Murphy, 
called Durham a “fierce, fair 
prosecutor” who knows how to 
try tough cases. 


By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Alex¬ 
andria Ocasio-Cortez and Sen. 
Bernie Sanders rallied support 
for the Green New Deal on Mon¬ 
day night, with the New York con¬ 
gresswoman saying there should 
be “no middle ground” when it 
comes to climate change and the 
Vermont senator calling for a po¬ 
litical revolution. 

Sanders, who is seeking the 
Democratic nomination for presi¬ 
dent, called for an end to all tax 
breaks and subsidies for the oil 
and gas industry as the first step 
of the Green New Deal, which 
seeks to shift the U.S. away from 
fossil fuels such as oil and coal 
and replace them with renewable 
energy sources. 

“How do we take on an indus¬ 
try with unlimited power, money 
and resources? We need a politi¬ 
cal revolution,” Sanders said at 
the Road to the Green New Deal 
Tour rally at Howard University. 

The Green New Deal, intro¬ 
duced by Ocasio-Cortez and Sen. 


Ed Markey, of Massachusetts, 
has been blocked in the Senate, 
and Democratic House leaders 
refuse to take it up. Activists and 
politicians who back the plan are 
pushing to make it a top issue in 
the 2020 campaign. 

The rally comes as Sanders and 
others seeking the Democratic 
presidential nomination criticize 
another 2020 rival, former Vice 
President Joe Biden, over his 
yet-to-be-released climate plan. 
Published reports suggest Biden 
is seeking “middle ground” on 
climate, a phrase that drew loud 
boos from the mostly young 
crowd at Monday night’s rally, 
along with the mention of Biden’s 
name. 

Ocasio-Cortez, the chief House 
author of the Green New Deal, 
drew applause when she criti¬ 
cized “conservatives from both 
sides of the aisle” who have cau¬ 
tioned her to go slow or who have 
urged more fracking for oil and 
natural gas. 

“We cannot accept anything 
less than a path to save ourselves. 


which this is,” she said. 

Biden has chafed at reports that 
he’s considering a less-ambitious 
approach to climate change than 
many of his rivals have endorsed, 
but he’s also expressed skepti¬ 
cism at the Green New Deal. 

“We do need to finish this green 
revolution in a way that is ratio¬ 
nal, that we can do it, afford it and 
get it done now,” he said Monday 
in Hampton, N.H. “There’s so 
much we can do.” 

Biden said he would be making 
a “mqjor speech” to detail his en¬ 
vironmental policy by the end of 
the month. 

The Green New Deal calls for 
virtual elimination by 2030 of 
greenhouse gas emissions re¬ 
sponsible for global warming 
and meeting 100 percent of U.S. 
power demand through renew¬ 
able and zero-emission energy 
sources, including nuclear power. 
The proposal has broad support 
among Democratic activists and 
2020 presidential contenders, 
putting it at the forefront of the 
party’s presidential primary. 



Barr 


White House changes course, backs push for $200M in Everglades funding 


By Samantha J. Gross 
Miami Herald 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — After receiv¬ 
ing letters and prodding by Florida’s state 
and federal lawmakers. President Don¬ 
ald Trump changed course Monday, an¬ 
nouncing via Twitter his support of a $200 
million push to fund projects aimed at re¬ 
storing Florida’s Everglades. 

“Congress needs to help us complete the 
world’s largest intergovernmental water¬ 
shed restoration project ASAP! Good for 
Florida and good for the environment,” he 
tweeted. 

The cost-share project was originally 
signed by former President Bill Clinton 
and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush. It was 
expected to take 20 years and cost $8.7 bil¬ 
lion. It was supposed to map out a way to 
replumb the Everglades with a system of 
pumps, levees, canals and wells that would 


help its flow mimic its original one. 

Last year. Congress appropriated close 
to $139 million for the project. 

In March, Trump’s 2020 budget pro¬ 
posal slashed spending by the Army Corps 
of Engineers by 31 percent and failed to 
include money for an Everglades reser¬ 
voir to reduce polluted water from being 
flushed from Lake Okeechobee to coastal 
estuaries. 

The proposal earmarked just $63 mil¬ 
lion to help restore Florida’s wetlands, and 
included projects not part of Everglades 
restoration — completing two small res¬ 
ervoirs east and west of Lake Okeechobee 
and restoring bends in the Kissimmee 
River. 

It was far short of the $200 million re¬ 
quested by Gov. Ron DeSantis and Florida 
lawmakers for Everglades work and didn’t 
include a 17,000-acre reservoir on sugar 


fields south of the lake to help reduce the 
polluted runoff that contributed to last 
summer’s algae blooms and red tide that 
choked Florida’s coasts and waterways. 

DeSantis made Everglades restoration 
a campaign promise and said the environ¬ 
ment was his No. 1 priority. The efforts 
showed in the state budget, which includ¬ 
ed about $682 million for environmental 
needs. 

The Everglades project is also a priority 
of DeSantis’ newly appointed South Flor¬ 
ida Water Management District govern¬ 
ing board, which sent a letter to the entire 
Florida congressional delegation encour¬ 
aging members to push for $200 million in 
Everglades restoration funding. 

Trump’s tweet came hours after U.S. 
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., had tweeted 
the letter and also followed a letter sent 
by Rubio, DeSantis and Sen. Rick Scott, 


R-Fla., in February urging Trump to in¬ 
clude the funding in his budget request to 
Congress. 

“I’ve consistently fought for the federal 
government to match the state’s invest¬ 
ment,” Scott said in a statement Monday. 
“I applaud President Trump for working 
with the Florida delegation to commit to 
fight for $200 million in federal funding for 
Everglades restoration projects this year.” 

Sean Cooley, a spokesman for the South 
Florida Water Management District, said 
the board is “elated” by the president’s ap¬ 
parent commitment. 

“We are working hard to accelerate proj¬ 
ects as we can but, of course, that depends 
on federal and on state funding,” he said 
“The state has been a generous provider, 
but the federal government needs to step it 
up. This is an enlightening and wonderful 
move.” 
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2020 Democrats 
face economic 
challenge in Wis. 



Sara Burnett/AP 


Waukesha County GOP volunteers Wendy Radant, left, and Valerie Houk, right, sell Trump merchandise 
during a party gathering May 3 in New Berlin, Wis. Democrats trying to recapture Midwestern states will 
face their biggest challenge in Wisconsin. 


By Sara Burnett 
Associated Press 

NEW BERLIN, Wis. — Busi¬ 
ness was good at the merchandise 
table as Republicans meeting at 
a suburban Milwaukee bowling 
alley picked out their Trump 2020 
“Keep America Great” hats, now 
available in pink, blue and cam¬ 
ouflage in addition to the trade¬ 
mark red. Bruce Kudick, a proud 
Donald Trump supporter with a 
little extra money in his pocket 
these days, bought two. 

The 60-year-old said he hoped 
to retire and move to Florida in 
2014 after he sold the bar and 
bowling alley he owned. But 
health insurance got too expen¬ 
sive and his insurer pulled out of 
the individual market “because 
of Obamacare,” so Kudick got a 
job with a Wisconsin blood center 
setting up blood drives. 

He just got a $3.75-per-hour 
raise — an example, he said, of 
how the economy is booming 
with a businessman in the White 
House. 

“You can’t tell me if you walked 
up to anybody and asked, ‘Is your 
life better?’ they can say anything 
other than ‘yes,’ ” Kudick said. 

The economy already is at the 


center of the 2020 fight for presi¬ 
dent, particularly in Midwestern 
states that supported Trump in 
2016 and that Democrats are de¬ 
termined to recapture next year. 
The Democrats’ challenge may 
be especially difficult in Wiscon¬ 
sin, a toss-up state that has one of 
the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country. 

Trump boasted of the job num¬ 
bers during a rally in Green Bay 
last month, also noting the U.S. 
economy’s better-than-expected 
3.2% growth in the first quarter. 
Nationally, unemployment is at 
3.6% — a 50-year low. Wisconsin’s 
is 2.9%. 

The Democratic group Priori¬ 
ties USA launched ads ahead of 
Trump’s visit — part of a $100 
million early investment planned 
for Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
Florida and Michigan. The group 
noted Wisconsin’s average annual 
wage was more than $4,000 below 
the national average. 

How people feel is the key ques¬ 
tion. In AP VoteCast, a national 
survey of voters in last year’s 
midterm election, 68% of Wis¬ 
consin voters rated the economy 
as good or excellent and about as 
many said their family was hold¬ 
ing steady financially. 

Rita Lock, 54, a Democrat from 


Milwaukee, said she’s dissatis¬ 
fied and was happy to see former 
Vice President Joe Biden get into 
the 2020 presidential race. She 
believes that former President 
Barack Obama, who took office 
during the Great Recession, de¬ 
serves credit for the turnaround 
and that too many people still are 
struggling. 

“People have to work two or 
three jobs to make ends meet. 
Everything will be better when 
a person can just work one job,” 
said Lock, who runs an organiza¬ 
tion that advocates for criminal 
justice reform. 

The state’s economy is driven 
largely by manufacturing, health 
care and agriculture, with Wis¬ 
consin — known as “America’s 


Dairyland” — the country’s larg¬ 
est cheese producer. 

Democratic Lt. Gov. Mandela 
Barnes said Trump’s trade poli¬ 
cies have contributed to falling 
milk prices. Mexico, Canada, 
Europe and China imposed re¬ 
taliatory tariffs on American 
dairy products after Trump 
placed tariffs on foreign steel and 
aluminum. 

“Donald Trump has been a 
disaster — for our state, for our 
country, for our dairy farmers,” 
Barnes said at a Democratic 
gathering before Trump’s Green 
Bay event. 

Barnes and Gov. Tony Evers 
defeated Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker last fall in a victory that 
energized Wisconsin Democrats. 


Barnes said he hopes their cam¬ 
paign can serve as a lesson for 
Democrats in 2020 to be bold. 

Charles Franklin, director of 
the Marquette Law School Poll, 
said the state’s party balance 
has moved from 3 to 5 percent¬ 
age points pro-Democratic a few 
years ago to a dead-even split. 

He noted Trump’s favorability 
rating here has been in the low- to 
mid-40s since he became presi¬ 
dent — which is higher than be¬ 
fore the 2016 election. 

Franklin also said the economy 
is “absolutely” a plus for an in¬ 
cumbent who has the numbers 
Trump is seeing in Gross Do¬ 
mestic Product, earnings and 
unemployment. 


Democrats: Trump, GOP 
twisting Tlaib’s remarks 

By Laurie Kellman 
Associated Press 


NYC mayor to decide 
this week on 2020 run 


WASHINGTON — Democrats 
from Congress to the 2020 presi¬ 
dential campaign trail on Monday 
demanded that Republicans apolo¬ 
gize to Rep. Rashida Tlaib for mis- 
characterizing her remarks about 
the Holocaust in the latest uproar 
over Muslim House members and 
their remarks about Israel. 

The Michigan Democrat told 
a Yahoo News podcast over the 
weekend that she gets “a calming 
feeling” when she thinks of “the 
tragedy of the Holocaust,” the suf¬ 
fering of her Palestinian ances¬ 
tors and the new state of Israel. 
The remark instantly ignited an 
online fight, with Republicans in¬ 
correctly describing Tlaib’s words 
as reflecting her feelings about 
the genocide itself that cost mil¬ 
lions of lives, including those of 6 
million Jews. 

The blowback against the GOP 
came from the top of Democratic 
ranks. 

“Republicans’ desperate at¬ 
tempts to smear #RepRashida 
& misrepresent her comments 


are outrageous,” House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi tweeted. “President 
@realDonaldTrump & House 
GOP should apologize to Rep. 
Tlaib & the American people for 
their gross misrepresentations.” 

The issue had its roots in Tlaib’s 
remarks on the Yahoo News pod¬ 
cast “Skullduggery,” in which she 
was asked about her backing of a 
one-state solution to the conflict 
over Israel. She replied by noting 
the U.S. recently commemorated 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

“There’s a kind of a calming 
feeling, I always tell folks, when 
I think of the Holocaust and the 
tragedy of the Holocaust, and 
the fact that it was my ancestors 
— Palestinians — who lost their 
land, and some lost their lives, 
their livelihood, their human 
dignity, their existence, in many 
ways, had been wiped out,” Tlaib, 
one of the first Muslims to serve in 
Congress, said during the podcast 
dated Friday. “I mean, just all of it 
was in the name of trying to create 
a safe haven for Jews, post the Ho¬ 
locaust, post the tragedy and hor¬ 
rific persecution of Jews across 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Democrats on Monday defended 
Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich., 
saying President Donald Trump 
and his allies mischaracterized 
her remarks about the Holocaust. 

the world at that time.” 

She continued: “I love the fact 
that it was my ancestors that pro¬ 
vided that, right, in many ways. 
But they did it in a way that took 
their human dignity away, right? 
And it was forced on them. 

“And so, when I think about 
one-state, I think about the fact 
that, why couldn’t we do it in a bet¬ 
ter way?” 

House Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer of Maryland said, “If you 
read Rep. Tlaib’s comments, it is 
clear that President Trump and 
Congressional Republicans are 
taking them out of context.” 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio staged a cha¬ 
otic news conference in the lobby 
of Trump Tower on Monday in 
which he touted a city anti-pol¬ 
lution law, was heckled by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s supporters 
and said he will announce this 
week whether he’s running for 
president. 

Speaking at a podium steps 
from the spot where Trump an¬ 
nounced his own run in 2015, the 
Democrat said he had come to 
warn the president that Trump 
Organization buildings could face 
a combined $2.1 million in annual 
fines by 2030 if they don’t comply 
with a new law requiring sky¬ 
scraper owners to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“President Trump, you’re on 
notice. Your polluting buildings 
are part of the problem,” he said. 

De Blasio’s speech was all-but 
drowned out by a throng of Trump 
supporters who demonstrated be¬ 
hind him on the building’s escala¬ 
tors, booing, whistling, chanting 
and holding up signs with mes¬ 


sages including, “Failed mayor” 
and “Worst mayor ever.” 

Under a deal Trump struck with 
the city decades ago, the skyscrap¬ 
er’s lobby is considered a public 
space for much of each day. 

Responding to a reporter’s 
question, De 
Blasio — still 
straining to 
be heard — 
said he was 
discussing 
a possible 
presidential 
run with his 
family. 

“We will 
de Blasio ^ ^i^al 

decision this 
week and we will announce it this 
week,” he said. 

De Blasio has openly discussed 
his desire to run for several 
months and has made explorato¬ 
ry trips to several early primary 
states. 

De Blasio said he initially in¬ 
tended to hold Monday’s news 
conference outside Trump Tower 
but moved it indoors because of 
the weather. 
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Judge blocks release of 
Coast Guard lieutenant 


By Michael Kunzelman 
Associated Press 

GREENBELT, Md. — A fed¬ 
eral judge in Maryland on Mon¬ 
day blocked the release of a 
Coast Guard lieutenant accused 
of stockpiling combat gear and 
compiling a hit list of prominent 
Democrats and TV journalists. 

U.S. District Judge George 
Hazel agreed to revoke a magis¬ 
trate’s order to free Christopher 
Hasson, 50, from custody while 
he awaits trial on firearms and 
drug charges. Prosecutors had 
appealed and asked Hazel to re¬ 
view the magistrate’s order. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Charles 
Day decided on May 7 that Has¬ 


son could be released from cus¬ 
tody and supervised by relatives 
in Virginia. But Day didn’t order 
Hasson’s immediate release. In¬ 
stead, he gave prosecutors time 
to appeal. 

Hazel said “reasonable judges 
can disagree” in a case like this. 
And in this instance. Hazel said 
he can’t leave it to Hasson’s rela¬ 
tives to serve as his custodians 
and ensure the public’s safety. 

“So I will put that job in the 
hands of the U.S. Marshals (Ser¬ 
vice),” the judge said. 

Prosecutors have called Has¬ 
son a domestic terrorist intent on 
carrying out a killing spree, but 
they haven’t filed any terrorism- 
related charges against him since 


his Feb. 15 arrest. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Thom¬ 
as Windom said the government 
has no doubt that Hasson’s arrest 
prevented bloodshed. 

“Nothing is more serious than 
murder. And, plain and simple, 
that’s what the defendant was 
going to do,” Windom told Hazel. 

Hasson can appeal Hazel’s de¬ 
cision. His attorney, assistant pub¬ 
lic defender Liz Oyer, declined to 
comment after the hearing. 

Day’s order called for releas¬ 
ing Hasson to the custody of in¬ 
laws at a home in Virginia, with 
24-hour monitoring by global 
positioning system equipment. 
His wife moved out of their Silver 
Spring, Md., apartment after his 



Maryland U.S. District Attorney’s Office/AP 


Firearms and ammunition confiscated from Coast Guard officer 
Christopher Paul Hasson are displayed. A judge has overturned a 
magistrate’s ruling that Hasson could be released from custody. 


arrest and has been staying with 
her mother in Virginia. 

Hasson has pleaded not guilty 
to charges of unlawful possession 
of firearm silencers, possession 
of firearm by unlawful user or 
addict of a controlled substance, 
and illegal possession of trama¬ 
dol, an opioid painkiller. 

Oyer has said prosecutors 


haven’t filed terrorism-related 
charges against Hasson because 
they haven’t found any evidence 
to back up those allegations. She 
accused prosecutors of seeking 
to punish Hasson for “private 
thoughts” that he never shared. 

“They’re asking the court to 
go with a gut feeling,” she told 
Hazel. 


Carter has 
surgery for 
broken hip 



By Sudhin Thanawala 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Former President 
Jimmy Carter broke his hip Monday 
at his south Georgia home when he fell 
while leaving to go turkey hunting, a 
spokeswoman for the Carter Center 
said. 

The 94-year-old former president 
was treated in Americus, Ga., near his 
home in Plains, and was recovering 
comfortably after successful surgery, 
spokeswoman, Deanna Congileo, said 
in a statement. 

His wife of 73 years, Rosalynn, was 
with him, Congileo said. 

In an indication Carter was in good 
spirits, Congileo said Carter’s main 
concern was that he had not reached 
his limit on turkeys with the shooting 
season ending this week. 

“He hopes the State of Georgia will 
allow him to roll over the unused limit 
to next year,” the statement said. 

In a Tweet, President Donald Trump 
wished Carter a speedy recovery, say¬ 
ing the former president was in great 
spirits when they spoke recently. 

“He will be fine,” Trump said. 

In March, Carter became the lon¬ 
gest-living chief executive in U.S. his¬ 
tory, exceeding the lifespan of former 
President George H.W. Bush, who died 
Nov. 30 at the age of 94 years, 171 days. 


John Bazemore/AP 

Former President Jimmy Carter is 
recovering after snidery for a broken 
hip suffered in a fall Monday. 

The milestone came despite a cancer 
diagnosis more than three years ear¬ 
lier. Carter disclosed in 2015 that he 
had melanoma that had spread to his 
liver and brain. He received treatment 
for seven months until scans showed no 
sign of the disease. 

“I’ve had a wonderful life,” he said at 
the time he revealed the cancer. “I’ve 
had thousands of friends; I’ve had an 
exciting, adventurous and gratifying 
existence.” 

Carter’s legacy since leaving office 
has long overshadowed his rocky White 
House tenure, where he lost after one 
term amid a U.S. hostage crisis with 
Iran. He and Rosalynn founded the 
Carter Center in Atlanta in 1982 to 
focus on global human rights issues. 

The center has monitored elections 
around the world and worked to resolve 
conflicts and eradicate disease, includ¬ 
ing guinea worm. 

The former president and first lady 
still live in Plains, a town of about 
750 where they were born, raised and 
married. 


Administration eyes Pell Grant 
money to boost NASA’s budget 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump administra¬ 
tion wants to shift money for Pell Grants for 
college education to fund new spending, in¬ 
cluding a $1.6 billion bump for NASA to return 
American astronauts to the moon by 2024. 

Under a budget amendment sent to Con¬ 
gress Monday evening, the administration 
would use an additional $1.9 billion in surplus 
Pell Grant money to fund other budget pri¬ 
orities, including an infusion of new cash for 
NASA “so that we can return to Space in a BIG 
WAY!” President Donald Trump tweeted. 

A series of proposed changes reverses some 
of the most controversial cuts Trump’s ad¬ 
ministration had proposed, including slashing 
funding for the Special Olympics. The White 
House can send such requests, called “re¬ 
scissions,” to Congress to claw back unspent 
money the administration views as wasteful 
or unnecessary. Congress must approve. 

Officials insisted the reallocation of the Pell 
Grant money would have no impact on those 
currently receiving grants, which help low in¬ 
come students pay for college. 

“This does not cut any spending for Pell 
Grant programs as the budget continues to en¬ 
sure all students will get their full Pell Grant 
and keeps the program on sound fiscal footing,” 
Office of Management and Budget spokesman 
Wesley Denton said in a statement. 

Enrollment in the program has declined 
since 2011, leading to a surplus of nearly $9 
billion, according to the budget office. The ad¬ 
ministration had originally proposed using $2 
billion of that surplus to fund other spending. 


The new request brings that total to $3.9 bil¬ 
lion, which 0MB described as similar to its re¬ 
quest in the 2018 budget. The administration 
proposed a similar cancellation of unobligated 
Pell grant money for 2019 but later backed off 
the idea. 

The decision to bolster NASA’s budget had 
been announced earlier Monday in a series of 
tweets in which Trump promised a new era of 
space exploration. 

Vice President Mike Pence has called for 
landing astronauts on the moon within five 
years and has said NASA needs to achieve that 
goal “by any means necessary.” This sum¬ 
mer marks the 50th anniversary of the first 
manned moon landing. 

The request for the NASA funding comes 
as the White House has been signaling its re¬ 
luctance to endorse a deal to increase spend¬ 
ing “caps” for domestic programs backed by 
both parties on Capitol Hill. Negotiations on a 
long-sought hurricane and flood disaster aid 
bill have gone frustratingly slowly, in large 
part because Trump has been opposed to giv¬ 
ing Puerto Rico more rebuilding funds to help 
the island recover from back-to-back 2017 
hurricanes. 

Trump had previously announced plans in¬ 
cluded in Monday’s request to reverse several 
of his administration’s own proposed budget 
cuts, including efforts to gut federal funding 
for a wide-ranging Great Lakes cleanup pro¬ 
gram. Trump told a rally crowd in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., in March that he was reversing 
course on the proposed cuts and would sup¬ 
port allocating $300 million this year for the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
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Huffman pleads guilty in admissions scheme 


By Alanna Durkin Richer 
Associated Press 

BOSTON — “Desperate Housewives” 
star Felicity Huffman pleaded guilty 
Monday in the college admissions brib¬ 
ery scheme, the biggest name to do so in a 
scandal that has underscored the lengths 
to which some wealthy parents will go to 
get their children into top universities. 

The Emmy-winning actress, 56, could 
face prison time after she admitted to par¬ 
ticipating in the nationwide scam, in which 
authorities say parents bribed coaches, 
rigged entrance exams or both to game the 
admissions system. 

Huffman pleaded guilty in federal 
court to paying an admissions consultant 
$15,000 to have a proctor correct her older 
daughter’s answers on the SAT. She also 
considered going through with the plan 
for her younger daughter before ultimately 
deciding not to, authorities say. 

The consultant, Rick Singer, arranged 
for the cheating by having students obtain 
permission for extra time on the exams 
through diagnoses for things like learning 
disabilities, and then taking the exams at 
his testing center, prosecutors say. 

In court, Huffman explained her daugh¬ 
ter had been seeing a neuropsychologist for 
years and been getting extra time on tests 
since she was 11 — an apparent attempt to 
explain that her daughter’s doctor had no 
part in the scheme. 

“I just didn’t want to create the impres¬ 
sion that neuropsychologists have any part 


in this,” a tearful Huffman said before 
stopping to collect herself 

Sentencing was set for Sept. 13. Because 
she agreed to plead guilty, prosecutors 
said they would recommend four months 
in prison, but the judge could choose not to 
put her behind bars at all. 

She arrived at court holding the hand of 
her brother Moore Huffman Jr. and did not 
say anything to journalists. In court, she 
wore a gray dress and a sweater and sat 
flanked by her attorneys while her brother 
watched from the front row. Her husband, 
actor William H. Macy, didn’t attend. 

Huffman had apologized in a statement 
last month and said she will accept the 
consequences. She said she “betrayed” her 
18-year-old daughter, who was not aware 
of her plan. 

“This transgression toward her and the 
public I will carry for the rest of my life. 
My desire to help my daughter is no excuse 
to break the law or engage in dishonesty,” 
Huffman said. 

Investigators have said Macy, 69, was 
with her when Singer explained how he 
could arrange for the cheating because he 
“controlled” a test center. Both Huffman 
and Macy agreed to the plan, authorities 
say, but Macy has not been charged. Pros¬ 
ecutors have not explained why. 

California businessman Devin Sloane 
also pleaded guilty Monday to paying 
$250,000 in bribes to get his son into the 
University of Southern California as a fake 
water polo recruit. Officials say he bought 
athletic gear and worked with a designer to 



Steven Senne/AP 


Actress Felicity Huffman arrives with her 
brother Moore Huffman Jr. at federal 
court Monday in Boston, where she 
pleaded guilty to charges in a nationwide 
college admissions bribery scandal. 

create a bogus photo of his son playing the 
sport for the application. 

Huffman and Sloane are among 14 par¬ 
ents who agreed to plead guilty in the big¬ 
gest admissions scandal ever prosecuted 
in the U.S., known as “Operation Varsity 
Blues.” The scandal involves prestigious 
schools across the country and has also 


embroiled prominent college coaches. 

The parents are accused of paying Sing¬ 
er to bribe coaches in exchange for helping 
their children get into schools as fake ath¬ 
letic recruits. Singer also paid off entrance 
exam administrators to allow someone 
else to take tests for students or fix their 
answers, authorities say. 

Some parents and coaches who have 
agreed to plead guilty are cooperating with 
prosecutors against current or future co¬ 
defendants, but Huffman is not known to 
be among them. 

Singer has pleaded guilty to charges in¬ 
cluding racketeering conspiracy. He began 
working with authorities last year and se¬ 
cretly recorded his conversations with ac¬ 
tress Lori Loughlin, Huffman and other 
parents in the hopes of getting a lenient 
sentence. 

Some parents have decided to fight 
the charges, including “Full House” star 
Loughlin and her fashion designer hus¬ 
band, Mossimo Giannulli, who have plead¬ 
ed not guilty to paying $500,000 in bribes 
to get their daughters into the University of 
Southern California as crew recruits, even 
though neither is a rower. 

Loughlin and Giannulli, who are also 
charged with money laundering conspira¬ 
cy, have not publicly commented. 

Huffman was a star of ABC’s “Desper¬ 
ate Housewives,” which won her an Emmy 
Award in 2005. She was nominated for an 
Oscar for playing a transgender woman in 
the movie “Transamerica.” 
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4 die in crash of sightseeing planes 





Dustin Safranek, Ketchikan (Alaska) Daily News/AP 


Emergency response crews transport an injured passenger to an ambulance at the George Inlet Lodge 
docks Monday in Ketchikan, Alaska. The passenger was from one of two sightseeing planes reported 
down in the inlet early Monday afternoon following a collision that left four people dead. 


Ala. Senate 
to vote on 
near-total 
abortion ban 


By Rachel D’Oro 
AND Mark Thiessen 
Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A 
team of federal accident inves¬ 
tigators is expected to arrive in 
Alaska on Tuesday to try to piece 
together what caused a deadly 
midair collision between two 
sightseeing planes. 

Four people were killed when 
the floatplanes carrying cruise 
ship tourists collided Monday 
near the southeast Alaska town 
of Ketchikan, the Coast Guard 
said. Two others were missing, 
said Petty Officer Jon-Paul Rios, 
a Coast Guard spokesman. 

The Washington, D.C.-based in¬ 
vestigative team from the Nation¬ 
al Transportation Safety Board is 
expected to arrive in Ketchikan 
on Tuesday afternoon, agency 
spokesman Peter Knudson said. 
He said board member Jennifer 
Homendy also is traveling with 
the so-called “Go Team,” which 
investigates m^or accidents. 

The floatplanes collided under 
unknown circumstances. Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration 
spokesman Allen Kenitzer said 
in an email to The Associated 
Press. Floatplanes have pontoons 
mounted under the fuselage so 
they can land on water. 

The passengers were from the 
cruise ship Royal Princess and 
were on sightseeing flights, one of 
which was operated by flightsee- 
ing company Taquan Air. 

Eleven people were inside 
Taquan’s single-engine de Havil- 
land DHC-3 Otter when it went 
down as it returned from Misty 
Fjords National Monument, 
which is part of the Tongass Na¬ 
tional Forest, the nation’s largest. 
Ten people were taken to a Ket¬ 
chikan hospital. 

All patients were in fair or 
good condition, according to 
Marty West, a spokeswoman for 
PeaceHealth Ketchikan Medical 
Center. 

Three people who died were 
among five people aboard the 


By Paul Elias 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — A jury 
on Monday ordered agribusiness 
giant Monsanto Co. to pay a com¬ 
bined $2,055 billion to a couple 
claiming that the company’s pop¬ 
ular weed killer Roundup Ready 
caused their cancers. 

The jury’s verdict is the third 
such courtroom loss for Mon¬ 
santo in California since August, 
but a San Francisco law professor 
said it’s likely a trial judge or ap¬ 
pellate court will significantly re¬ 
duce the punitive damage award. 

The state court jury in Oakland 
concluded that Monsanto’s weed 
killer caused the non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma Alva and Alberta 
Pilliod each contracted. Jurors 
awarded them each $1 billion in 
punitive damages in addition to a 


second plane, a single-engine 
de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver, ac¬ 
cording to Coast Guard Lt. Brian 
Dykens. It’s unclear which plane 
carried the fourth victim, whose 
body was recovered during a 
Monday night search, Rios said. 

Local emergency responders 
worked with state and federal 
agencies and good Samaritan 
vessels to help rescue and recov¬ 
er victims. 

“It’s been a long day and the 
crews have been working really 
hard to rescue people and recover 
the deceased,” Deanna Thomas, 
a spokeswoman for the Ketchikan 
Gateway Borough, the local gov¬ 
ernment, said Monday evening. 

A spokeswoman for Taquan 
Air, operator of the Otter, said the 
company had suspended opera¬ 
tions while federal authorities in- 


combined $55 million in compen¬ 
satory damages. 

Alberta Pilliod, 76, said after 
the verdict that she and her hus¬ 
band, Alva, have each been bat¬ 
tling cancer for the last nine 
years. She said they are unable 
to enjoy the same activities they 
participated in before their can¬ 
cer diagnosis. 

“It changed our lives forever,” 
she said. “We couldn’t do things 
we used to be able to do, and we 
really resent them for that.” 

One of the Pilliods’ lawyers, 
Michael Miller, conceded that the 
$2 billion punitive damage award 
was likely to be reduced on ap¬ 
peal, but said they are prepared 
for a long legal battle. 

A federal jury in San Francisco 
ordered the weed killer maker in 
March to pay a Sonoma County 
man $80 million. A San Francis- 


vestigate the deadly crash. 

“We are devastated by today’s 
incident and our hearts go out to 
our passengers and their fami¬ 
lies,” Taquan said in a statement. 

Cindy Cicchetti, a passenger on 
the Royal Princess, told the AP 
that the ship captain announced 
that two planes were in an acci¬ 
dent Monday. She said the ship 
is not leaving as scheduled and 
there weren’t any details as to 
how the accident will affect the 
rest of the trip. 

The ship left Vancouver, Brit¬ 
ish Columbia, on May 11 and is 
scheduled to arrive in Anchorage 
on Saturday. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with those who lost their lives and 
the families of those impacted by 
today’s accident. Princess Cruis¬ 
es is extending its full support 


CO jury last August awarded $289 
million to a former golf course 
greens keeper who blamed his 
cancer on Monsanto’s Roundup 
Ready herbicide. A judge later re¬ 
duced the award by $200 million. 

The three California trials 
were the first of an estimated 
13,000 plaintiffs with pending 
lawsuits against Monsanto across 
the country to go to trial. St. 
Louis-based Monsanto is owned 
by the German chemical giant 
Bayer A.G. 

Bayer said Monday that it 
would appeal the verdict. 

“The verdict in this trial has no 
impact on future cases and trials, 
as each one has its own factual 
and legal circumstances,” the 
company said. 

The company noted that none of 
the California verdicts has been 
considered by an appeals court 


to traveling companions of the 
guests involved,” Princess Cruis¬ 
es said in a statement. 

The FAA and the National 
Transportation Safety Board are 
investigating. 

Weather conditions in the area 
on Monday included high over¬ 
cast skies with 9 mph southeast 
winds. 

It’s not the first time a m^or 
plane crash has occurred near 
Ketchikan, a popular tourist 
destination. 

In June 2015, a pilot and eight 
passengers died when a de Havil¬ 
land DHC-3 Otter operated by 
Promech Air Inc. crashed into 
mountainous terrain about 24 
miles from Ketchikan. The NTSB 
later determined that pilot error 
and lack of a formal safety pro¬ 
gram contributed to the crash. 


and that the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency considers the 
weed killer safe. 

The EPA reaffirmed its posi¬ 
tion in April, saying that the ac¬ 
tive ingredient glyphosate found 
in the weed killer posed “no risks 
of concern” for people exposed to 
it by any means — on farms, in 
yards and along roadsides, or as 
residue left on food crops. 

“There is zero chance it will 
stand,” said University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Hastings School of Law 
professor David Levine. He said 
the ratio between the $2 billion in 
punitive damages and $55 million 
in compensatory damages is too 
high. He said judges rarely allow 
punitive damages to exceed four 
times actual damages awarded. 

The punitive damages awarded 
Monday are 36 times the actual 
damages. 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Ala¬ 
bama lawmakers are expected 
to vote Tuesday evening on a 
proposal to outlaw almost all 
abortions in the state, a hardline 
measure that has splintered Re¬ 
publicans over its lack of an ex¬ 
ception for pregnancies resulting 
from rape or incest. 

The bill before the GOP-domi- 
nated Alabama Senate would 
make performing an abortion at 
any stage of pregnancy a felony. 
The only exception would be for 
when the woman’s health is at se¬ 
rious risk. 

“Our bill says that baby in the 
womb is a person,” said Republi¬ 
can Rep. Terri Collins, the bill’s 
sponsor. 

Supporters said the bill is in¬ 
tentionally designed to conflict 
with the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade deci¬ 
sion legalizing abortion nationally 
because they hope to spark court 
cases that might prompt the jus¬ 
tices to revisit abortion rights. 

Emboldened by conserva¬ 
tive justices who have joined the 
Supreme Court, abortion oppo¬ 
nents in several states are seek¬ 
ing to challenge abortion access. 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio and 
Georgia have approved bans on 
abortion once a fetal heartbeat 
is detected, which can occur in 
about the sixth week of pregnan¬ 
cy. The Alabama bill goes farther 
by seeking to 
outlaw abor¬ 
tion outright. 

Although 
the bill 

passed the 
House of 

Representa¬ 
tives 74-3, 
some GOP 
state sena- 
Collins tors have 
expressed 

discomfort that the bill doesn’t 
include an exception for rape. 

“Overwhelmingly, the people 
out on the street I’m talking to, 
they are hesitant to put into law 
no exceptions,” Senate Presi¬ 
dent Pro Tern Del Marsh said, 
recounting conversations with 
constituents. 

The Senate fell into chaos last 
week after a hasty voice vote — 
pushed through in a less than five 
seconds — stripped a committee- 
added amendment to exempt rape 
and incest cases. Lawmakers ad¬ 
journed for the day soon after. 

An attempt to add the rape ex¬ 
emption is expected when the bill 
returns to the Senate floor Tues¬ 
day. Marsh said he is unsure how 
those votes would fall. 

Republican Sen. Cam Ward said 
he also supports the exception for 
rape. Ward said he is haunted by 
stories of rape victims, including 
a woman who recounted being 
raped by a relative as a teen. 

“I think the bill passes in the 
end. The close vote is on the 
amendment,” Ward said. 


Jury in Calif, orders 3rd big payout by Monsanto 
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Flor Paz, El Nuevo Herald (Doral, Fla.)/AP 

Miami Beach police investigators gather evidence Saturday after an early morning shooting, one of three 
in Florida involving performers or guests at a hip-hop festival over the weekend. 


Police look for connections in 
3 hip-hop shootings in Florida 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — 
A fatal shooting outside a crowded 
South Florida beachfront hotel. 
Another on a busy Miami Beach 
street. A third with no serious in¬ 
juries on a m^or highway. 

All involved hip-hop perform¬ 
ers or guests of the Rolling Loud 
Festival, a three-day spectacu¬ 
lar that concluded Sunday at the 
Miami Dolphins stadium. But 
beyond that surface connection, 
police agencies are comparing 
notes to determine whether they 
are tied together or unrelated 
acts of violence. 

“It is all something we are in¬ 
vestigating, but it is too early to 
tell,” Miami Beach police spokes¬ 
man Ernesto Rodriguez said Mon¬ 
day. No one has been arrested. 

Rolling Loud organizers did not 
return calls and emails seeking 
comment. The festival’s Twitter 
account posted a message Mon¬ 
day reading: “IF YOU DIDN’T 
ENJOY ROLLING LOUD DE¬ 
SPITE THE HICCUPS, STAY 
HOME NEXT YEAR ... THIS 
IS HIP-HOP.” The account was 
later suspended. 

In the most notable shooting 
tied to the festival, gunmen in a 
passing Cadillac Escalade opened 
fire on rapper NBA YoungBoy 



Invision/AP 


NBA YoungBoy, shown at the Lil' 
WeezyAna Fest in New Orleans 
in August 2017, was targeted in 
a shooting in Miami on Sunday. 

as he and his 10-member entou¬ 
rage exited Trump International 
Beach Resort Miami in Sunny 
Isles Beach on Sunday after¬ 
noon. Those shots wounded the 
rapper’s girlfriend, Kaylyn Marie 
Long, 19, and grazed a 5-year-old 
bystander. 

Some members of YoungBoy’s 
party, who were legally armed, 
returned fire, Miami-Dade Po¬ 
lice spokesman Alvaro Zabaleta 
said. One of those bullets fatally 


struck a bystander, Mohamad 
Jradi, 43, as he sat in his van 
across the street. No members of 
YoungBoy’s party will be charged 
as they fired in self-defense, Za¬ 
baleta said. 

There did not appear to be any 
connection to a shooting in near¬ 
by Aventura that occurred about 
a half-hour earlier, Zabaleta said. 

YoungBoy, whose real name is 
Kentrell DeSean Gaulden, was on 
Sunday’s lineup of performers. 

The attack on YoungBoy oc¬ 
curred about 36 hours after 
Chicago-based rapper AAB Hel- 
labandz, 24, was fatally shot out¬ 
side the Cameo nightclub on a 
crowded Miami Beach street. A 
second person was hospitalized. 

No arrests have been made, 
and AAB Hellabandz, whose real 
name was Ameer Golston, was 
not on the list of performers at 
the festival. 

Rodriguez said Golston was 
wanted in Atlanta for attempted 
murder and armed robbery. He 
said detectives are trying to de¬ 
termine if there are any ties to 
the Atlanta case, the NBA Young¬ 
Boy shooting or an incident Fri¬ 
day morning involving two party 
buses hired by a festival per¬ 
former that was fired upon. No 
one was seriously injured when a 
car passing them on Interstate 95 
opened fire. 


Texas officer fatally shoots woman 
amid altercation captured on video 


Victims of clergy 
abuse sue Vatican, 
demanding names 


By Amy Forliti 
AND Michael Rezendes 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Five men 
who say they were sexually 
abused by Roman Catholic priests 
when they were minors sued the 
Vatican on Tuesday and are de¬ 
manding the names of thousands 
of predator priests they claim 
have been kept secret by the Holy 
See. 

In a Monday news release an¬ 
nouncing the lawsuit, Minnesota 
attorney Jeff Anderson said he 
wants to show that the Vatican 
tried to cover up actions by top 
church officials, including former 
St. Paul-Minneapolis Archbishop 
John Nienstedt. The lawsuit filed 
Tuesday seeks the release of 
3,400 names of priests who were 
referred to the Vatican for “cred¬ 
ible cases of abuse.” That number 
was released by the Vatican in 
2014. 

The lawsuit comes less than a 
week after Pope Francis issued a 
groundbreaking new church law 
requiring all Catholic priests and 
nuns worldwide to report clergy 
sexual abuse and cover-ups by 
their superiors to church authori¬ 
ties. The law is part of a new ef¬ 
fort to hold the Catholic hierarchy 
accountable. 

The new law stops short of re¬ 
quiring the crimes to be reported 
to police, and abuse victims and 
their advocates say it’s not enough 
since it essentially tasks discred¬ 
ited bishops who have mishandled 
abuse for decades with policing 
their own. 

The plaintiffs in the new law¬ 
suit include three brothers who 
were abused by former priest 
Curtis Wehmeyer as recently as 
2012 in St. Paul, Minn. Wehmeyer 
pleaded guilty to criminal sexual 
conduct and child pornography in 
connection with his contact with 
two of the boys, who were 12 and 
14. 

Internal church documents 
show that church leaders knew 
Wehmeyer had engaged in sexual 
misconduct when they promoted 
him in 2009. The behavior includ¬ 



Curtis Wehmeyer 


ed at least two occasions when 
Wehmeyer solicited men for sex. 
Yet church leaders did not warn 
Wehmeyer’s parishioners about 
his past, and a July 2014 church 
memo raised concerns that Ni- 
enstedt’s “social relationship” 
with Wehmeyer had clouded his 
judgment. 

Wehmeyer’s arrest led pros¬ 
ecutors to file criminal charges 
against the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis for failing 
to protect children. 

It also led to the resignation of 
Nienstedt, who came under fire 
for his handling of Wehmeyer’s 
case at a time when his own sexu¬ 
al behavior was under scrutiny. 

Nienstedt was investigated fol¬ 
lowing credible allegations that 
he engaged in misconduct and 
harassment, then retaliated when 
his advances were rejected. Nien¬ 
stedt has denied the allegations, 
calling them “entirely false.” 

His successor. Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda, said last Decem¬ 
ber that the Vatican suspended 
the investigation when Nienstedt 
resigned in 2015. While Nienstedt 
remains in good standing with 
the Vatican, Hebda has forbidden 
him from exercising public min¬ 
istry in his archdiocese. 

Messages left with the Archdi¬ 
ocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
and the papal nuncio in Washing¬ 
ton were not returned Monday. 

The other plaintiffs are Manuel 
Vega, who says he was abused 
by a priest in Los Angeles, and 
James Keenan, who says he was 
abused by a priest in Minnesota. 


US measles cases still climbing, surpass 800 


Associated Press 

BAYTOWN, Texas — A Texas 
police officer fatally shot a woman 
moments after she seemed to say 
“I’m pregnant” in an altercation 
captured on video. 

The shooting happened late 
Monday in Baytown, about 25 
miles east of Houston. Baytown 
police Lt. Steve Dorris said the 
officer was patrolling an apart¬ 
ment complex and attempted to 
arrest the woman, 45, whom the 
officer had previously dealt with 
because he knew she had out¬ 
standing warrants. 


Dorris said the officer, an 11- 
year veteran of the police de¬ 
partment, opened fire after the 
woman grabbed the officer’s 
Taser and used it against him. 

In the video, the woman is 
heard saying, “You’re actually 
harassing me” and “I’m actu¬ 
ally walking to my house.” The 
woman is on the ground and ap¬ 
pears to reach toward the officer 
when she seems to be heard say¬ 
ing, “I’m pregnant.” Moments 
later, he fires five shots, killing 
her. 

The woman’s name has not 
been released pending notifica¬ 


tion of her family. Police said they 
could not confirm whether she 
was pregnant and that an autopsy 
will determine that. 

Dorris said the officer did not 
suffer serious injuries. 

“It’s a tragic event for every¬ 
body involved,” he said. “Of 
course, our hearts go out to the 
family of the deceased as well as 
our officer.” 

Dorris said police were aware 
of the video circulating on social 
media and that investigators want 
to talk to the person who took the 
video because he or she was a 
witness to the shooting. 


NEW YORK — US. health of¬ 
ficials say this year’s count of 
measles cases has surpassed 800, 
a growing tally that is already the 
nation’s highest in 25 years. 

A total of 839 cases were re¬ 
ported as of last week. That’s the 
most since 1994, when 963 were 
reported for the entire year. 

The Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention released the 
latest numbers Monday. 

In all, 23 states have reported 


cases this year. The vast major¬ 
ity of illnesses have been in New 
York — most of them among un¬ 
vaccinated people in Orthodox 
Jewish communities. 

That pattern continued last 
week, with most of the 75 new 
cases coming from New York. 

Measles was once common in 
the US. but gradually became 
rare after vaccination campaigns 
that started in the 1960s. 

From The Associated Press 
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Event in Missouri regarded 

OH¥¥ CUI¥I|}6¥I¥IUI1 as the ‘Olympics of taxidermy 


By Erin Heffernan 
St. Louis (Mo.) Post-Dispatch 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — It’s 
minutes before the entry deadline 
at the most prestigious taxidermy 
competition in the United States, 
and animals fill a sprawling expo 
hall like a frozen stampede. 

In one corner, a competitor 
fluffs a bobcat with a blow dryer 
and a man uses a toothbrush to 
smooth a buck’s fur. In another, a 
taxidermist wearing magnifying 
eyeglasses rearranges individual 
turkey feathers with tweezers 
while another paints a little eye 
shadow above a deer’s eye. 

“It gives that lifelike look,” he 
says. 

This is the 2019 World Taxider¬ 
my & Fish Carving Champion¬ 
ships, which gathered some 1,000 
experts in the art of bringing the 
dead back to life at the Spring- 
field Expo Center. At stake? Some 
of the most important honors a 
serious taxidermist can claim. 

“This is basically the Olympics 
of taxidermy,” said competitor 
Ashley Barrett, of Chambers- 
burg. Pa., who has won two Best 
in the World titles, the equivalent 
of a taxidermy gold medal. 

And the competition is stiff — 
in more ways than one. Cougars 
appear to dive off their stands. A 
giant tiger looks ready to pounce. 
Wolves fight. Turkeys strut. Wild 
goats race down a hill. 

“I’m a little intimidated, to be 
honest,” said first-time competi¬ 
tor Keith Kinzel, of Red Bud, Ill., 
about 30 miles southeast of St. 
Louis. Kinzel groomed a pounc¬ 
ing coyote with a dog brush and 
blow dryer just before rolling it 
into the competition hall. 

He spent 113 hours on the piece, 
including three hours adjusting 
the whiskers. He took another 
whole night making sure the ears 
were at the anatomically correct 
45-degree angle for the pose. 

“There are so many skills you 
need to learn to be decent at taxi¬ 
dermy,” said Kinzel, who runs a 
taxidermy business that caters to 
Southern Illinois hunters. “You’ve 
got to paint. You need to know the 
habitat. You’ve got to learn how to 
sew. You need to know anatomy, 
art, zoology. You need to know it 
all.” 


Splitting hairs 

The structure of the competi¬ 
tion is a bit like the Westminster 
dog show, except that these ani¬ 
mals happen to be dead. 

Subcategories divide some 550 
entries into groups as specific as 
“Whitetail Deer Heads: Long/ 
thick hair, open mouth” and “Tur¬ 
keys, strutting.” 

There are categories for animal 
rugs, fish, waterfowl and “inter¬ 
pretive taxidermy,” featuring the 
more experimental work. Past 
winners include a dinosaur. This 
year there were two long-extinct 
prehistoric birds, a jolly beaver 
morphing into a wood log and a 
cougar blending into a rock in the 
shape of Texas. 

When the entries are all in and 
every hair settled in place, judges 



Photos by David Carson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/TNS 


Lorraine Zimmerman takes notes as taxidermy judge Marcus Zimmerman examines a mount during the 
2019 World Taxidermy & Fish Carving Championships in Springfield, Mo., last month. 


get to work prodding noses and 
running their fingers through the 
fur that competitors just obses¬ 
sively combed. 

Wendy Christensen, one of two 
women tasked with judging the 
small mammals, stands about an 
inch away from a beaver with a 
wide-open mouth. 

“Now what is your story? Why 
are you yelling at me?” she asks 
the beaver. “I like there to be a 
clear emotion.” 

Christensen worked doing 
taxidermy for 35 years at the 
Milwaukee Public Museum and 
has a handful of world titles her¬ 
self She began learning the craft 
when she was 12 through a cor¬ 
respondence course. 

She moves on to a bobcat. “Oh, 
is he soft,” she says, feeling the 
fur. She sticks her finger in the 
ears and gives them a tug. “Good 
ear connection.” She looks at the 
legs. “Muscle is bulged out all 
wrong.” She puts her hand under 
the tail and feels the cat’s rear. “I 
know it’s a little weird,” she says 
as she feels around for the detail 
work. “I have to feel them up a 
bit.” 

After an initial look, Chris¬ 
tensen pulls out a laptop and 
looks at reference pictures for 
each animal. 

She dictates thoughts to a writ¬ 
er who fills out a detailed judging 
sheet with categories like “eyelid 
shape,” “naturalness of hair pat¬ 
terns,” “odor,” “tail to body junc¬ 
tion” and “proper location and 
shape of the sex organ.” 

Christensen looks for total ana¬ 
tomical accuracy, a high level of 
difficulty and creative flair. 

The biggest point-scorers pull 
off the equivalent of a quadru¬ 
ple axel in the taxidermy world: 
taxidermy that requires metal 
work to keep the animals in grav¬ 
ity-defying poses. Open mouths 


are another major feat, requir¬ 
ing taxidermists to use supplies 
typically used in dental offices 
to make molds of the animals’ 
mouths. They then need to find 
the right paint to make it look like 
the animal might blink and walk 
away at any time. 

The finished results aim to wow 
and rack up points. A raccoon ap¬ 
pears almost electrocuted in mid¬ 
air as another raccoon bites its 
tail. A bear has a slight grimace 
as it climbs onto a prickly pear 
cactus. A coyote licks its lips, sus¬ 
pended above a partly devoured 
deer head with all the insides 
showing. 

Heather Miller, who runs a 
taxidermy business in Halifax, 
Pa., attempted to get extra points 
with the baby skunk she brought 
sitting in a curled position on top 
of a yellow flower. 

“I named him Lil’ Waylon,” she 
said. “I wanted to show difficulty 
by showing all the paws because 
those are super hard, so I thought, 
‘OK, I’ll have him just chillin’ on 
a flower.’” 

Though she tried shampooing 
the fur many times, she couldn’t 
quite eliminate the skunk smell. 

“Lir Waylon is a little stinky, so 
that may take some points off,” she 
said. “But I like him anyway.” 

Mysterious methods 

Methods of mounting a deer 
were like a secret recipe in the 
taxidermy business. But in 1983 
the World Taxidermy Champion¬ 
ships was launched by the trade 
publication Breakthrough, “the 
magazine devoted to the serious 
wildlife artist,” and promised to 
share tips of the trade. 

Attendees this year could go 
to seminars such as “Mounting 
a Strutting Turkey Part 1” and 
“3D Technology and Taxidermy.” 


“Custom Mammals” offered ad¬ 
vice from Ken Walker, the sub¬ 
ject of a documentary about his 
attempt to create a taxidermy 
Sasquatch, which premiered at 
the event. 

Next to the competition hall, a 
trade show peddled everything 
a taxidermist could need. White 
animal forms that serve as a base 
hung on booth walls next to com¬ 
panies advertising tannery ser¬ 
vices and fake vegetation. 

In between was the Beetle- 
shack, a business that uses the in¬ 
sects to clean and whiten bones, 
and Skulls Unlimited, which 
sells, well, skulls. Trophy haul¬ 
ers can help taxidermists get an 
animal back to the US. from Af¬ 
rica, while Payer Eyes advertises 
“glass eyes to die for.” 

But most competitors rely on 
more than traditional taxidermy 
supplies in their work. Every 
taxidermist is a “MacGyver,” 
said Derek Plaisance, of Ham¬ 
mond, La. 

Taxidermy tool boxes at the 
competition included butter 
knives, grapefruit scrapers, dog 
shampoos, sheen used to shine 
up horse coats, and bleach from 
beauty stores that is perfect for 
cleaning skulls. 

“I go into Sally’s (Beauty Sup¬ 
ply) and they know me by name,” 
said Plaisance, a tattooed man 
with gauge earrings who special¬ 
izes in lizard taxidermy. “I’m a 
regular.” 

Taxidermists also have to get 
creative about where they get the 
animal skins. Most deer, ducks or 
bass are hunting and fishing tro¬ 
phies, but more unusual animals 
can be harder to come by. 

Clint Rickey, a world title 
winner from Dodgeville, Wis., 
brought a bison sent to him from 
a meat factory by a buddy. 

Alicia Goode, a taxidermist at 



A taxidermy example of a tiger 
waits to be Judged. 


the Oakland Museum in Califor¬ 
nia, showed up with a tiny owl she 
recovered after it died at an ani¬ 
mal hospital. 

“Taxidermists tend to have 
connections,” Goode said. “Zoos, 
wildlife sanctuaries. Anywhere 
we can think of” 

Going rogue 

Many of the competitors are 
what you might imagine: men 
wearing Cabela’s hats and cam¬ 
ouflage shoes. 

But women are squarely in the 
mix too, including Amber Engels, 
who works for Matuska Taxider¬ 
my Supply and is an instructor at 
the company’s taxidermy college 
in Northwest Iowa. 

She spent years employed as a 
florist but got into taxidermy by 
designing all the plants around 
her spouse’s mounts. Soon she be¬ 
came an expert in the field. 

“To me, it’s pure art,” Engels 
said as she prepared a bobcat 
mannequin for competition. 

Then there’s the female-domi¬ 
nated subgroup that’s been ruf¬ 
fling feathers in the taxidermy 
world for the last decade: “rogue 
taxidermy,” traditional taxider¬ 
my’s rebellious cousin. 

The movement is dominated by 
millennial women who are more 
likely to live in LA or Brooklyn 
than rural Iowa. Though some 
of their work is hyper-realistic, 
most comes with an edge. They 
might make a hot pink baby chick 
with two heads, a hair clip using 
a starling skull, a small alliga¬ 
tor made into a clock, or a taxi¬ 
dermy chimera (an animal with 
a lion’s head, a goat’s body and a 
serpent’s tail.) 

One member of the movement, 
Divya Anantharaman, of Brook¬ 
lyn, carried a black vintage ar¬ 
madillo purse to match her dress 
and entered a restored Victorian 
automaton of a realistic turquoise 
bird in the competition. When you 
turn a key, the little bird opens its 
beak and sings, jerking its head 
inside a delicate golden cage. 

“I think it should stand out,” 
Anantharaman said. 

The big winners of the compe¬ 
tition took home a few thousand 
dollars each, but most competi¬ 
tors said the glory a title brings in 
the small, often misunderstood, 
world of taxidermy is the real 
prize. 

“It might take me 30 years,” 
said Jeremy Judkins, of Salt Lake 
City, who tried to top his elk from 
the last competition by placing 
this year’s elk tilted on its antler. 
“But one day I’ll win that world 
title.” 
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Walmart has upped the stakes in the retail delivery war with Amazon 
with plans to roll out next-day shipping. 


Walmart rolling out 
free next-day shipping 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK—Walmart is roll¬ 
ing out free next-day delivery on 
its most popular items, increasing 
the stakes in the retail shipping 
wars. 

The nation’s largest retailer 
said Tuesday it’s been building a 
network of more efficient e-com¬ 
merce distribution centers to 
make that happen. The next-day 
service will cover 220,000 popu¬ 
lar items from diapers and non- 
perishable food items to toys and 
electronics. 

Next-day delivery, which will 
require a minimum order of $35, 
was to be available in Phoenix and 
Las Vegas on Tuesday. In coming 
days, it will expand to southern 
California. 

The discounter plans to roll 
out the service to 75% of the 
U.S. population by year-end. It 
will add hundreds of thousands 
more products as the program 
expands. 

The announcement comes just 
two weeks after Amazon said it’s 
upgrading its free shipping option 
to Prime members who pay $119 
a year to one-day delivery from 
two-day delivery. Amazon has 
declined to say when the switch 


will happen, but it already offers 
one-day delivery for some items 
in certain areas. 

Walmart says the new delivery 
program has been in the works 
for a while. 

“Customer expectations con¬ 
tinue to rise,” said Marc Lore, 
CEO of Walmart’s U.S. e-com¬ 
merce division. “We’re trying to 
get ahead of that.” 

The move will only increase 
pressure on other rivals that are 
already investing in millions of 
dollars to shorten the delivery 
window. 

Two years ago, Walmart began 
offering free two-day shipping on 
millions of items on its website for 
orders of at least $35. Target also 
offers free two-day shipping for 
those who spend at least $35 or 
use its RedCard loyalty card. 

Lore said it will be cheaper for 
the company to do next-day deliv¬ 
ery than two-day service because 
eligible items will come from a 
single fulfillment center located 
closest to the customer. That 
means orders will ship in one 
box, or in as few as possible, un¬ 
like two-day deliveries that come 
in multiple boxes from multiple 
locations. 


WhatsApp flaw let phones 
be infected with spyware 


By Frank Bajak 
AND Raphael Satter 
Associated Press 

Spyware crafted by a sophisti¬ 
cated group of hackers-for-hire 
took advantage of a flaw in the 
popular WhatsApp communica¬ 
tions program to remotely hijack 
dozens of phones, the company 
said late Monday. 

The Financial Times identified 
the group as Israel’s NSO Group, 
and WhatsApp all but confirmed 
the identification, describing 
hackers as “a private company 
that has been known to work with 
governments to deliver spyware.” 
A spokesman for the Facebook 
subsidiary later said, “We’re cer¬ 
tainly not refuting any of the cov¬ 
erage you’ve seen.” 

The malware was able to pene¬ 
trate phones through missed calls 
alone via the app’s voice calling 
function, the spokesman said. An 
unknown number of people were 
infected with the malware, which 
the company discovered in early 
May, said the spokesman, who 
was not authorized to be quoted 
by name. 

John Scott-Railton, a research¬ 
er with the internet watchdog Cit¬ 
izen Lab, called the hack “a very 
scary vulnerability.” 

“There’s nothing a user could 
have done here, short of not hav¬ 
ing the app,” he said. 

The spokesman said the flaw 
was discovered while “our team 
was putting some additional se¬ 
curity enhancements to our voice 
calls” and that engineers found 
that people targeted for infection 
“might get one or two calls from 


a number that is not familiar to 
them. In the process of calling, 
this code gets shipped.” 

WhatsApp, which has more 
than 1.5 billion users, immedi¬ 
ately contacted Citizen Lab and 
human rights groups, quickly 
fixed the issue and pushed out 
a patch. He said WhatsApp also 
provided information to U.S. law 
enforcement officials to assist in 
their investigations. 

“We are deeply concerned 
about the abuse of such capa¬ 
bilities,” WhatsApp said in a 
statement. 

NSO said in a statement that 
its technology is used by law en¬ 
forcement and intelligence agen¬ 
cies to fight “crime and terror.” 

“We investigate any credible 
allegations of misuse and if nec¬ 
essary, we take action, includ¬ 
ing shutting down the system,” 
the statement said. A spokesman 
for Stephen Peel, whose private 
equity firm Novalpina recently 
announced the purchase of part 
of NSO, did not return an email 
seeking comment. 

The revelation adds to the ques- 
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tions over the reach of the Israeli 
company’s powerful spyware, 
which takes advantage of digital 
flaws to hijack smartphones, con¬ 
trol their cameras and effectively 
turn them into pocket-sized sur¬ 
veillance devices. 

Several alleged targets of the 
spyware are suing NSO in an Is¬ 
raeli court over the hacking. 
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A lunar legacy 


NASA hoping that rocks collected 50 years ago 
aid in quest to understand the moon’s formation 


By Sarah Kaplan 
The Washington Post 

HOUSTON 

T he first person to set foot 
on the moon had one 
last task before he came 
home. 

Neil Armstrong needed to pick 
up rocks — as many as he could 
carry, as interesting as he could 
find. The material he collected 
would constitute humanity’s 
first samples taken from another 
world. 

With less than 10 minutes to go 
before the end of his moonwalk, 
Armstrong used tongs to pile 
about 20 rocks into a specialized 
collection box. Deciding it wasn’t 
full enough, he scooped an addi¬ 
tional 13 pounds of lunar soil into 
the container. 

Today, a tablespoon of that soil 
sits in a sealed dish in a locked and 
windowless lab at Johnson Space 
Center in Houston. It is a prized 
piece of the Apollo program’s 
greatest scientific legacy: nearly 
850 pounds of moon rocks. 

For 50 years, research on these 
rocks has transformed our un¬ 
derstanding of the moon, reveal¬ 
ing the circumstances of its birth 
and the reasons for its mottled 
face. Now, NASA has decided to 
release three new samples for 
analysis — samples that no scien¬ 
tist has touched. 

The upcoming experiments, on 
vacuum-sealed cores and a long- 
frozen rock, can be performed 
only once — at the precise mo¬ 
ment the samples are opened. 
That’s why the materials have 
been held back since they were 
retrieved from the moon, said 
Ryan Zeigler, who curates the 
Apollo rocks collection. NASA 
was waiting for the right scien¬ 
tists, with the right technologies, 
at the right time. 

With Apollo ll’s 50th anni¬ 
versary this year and renewed 
interest in the moon ahead of a 
proposed return mission, Zeigler 
said, the right time is now. 


Revealing research 

NASA’s Lunar Sample Labora¬ 
tory, a maze of gleaming metal 
cabinets and spotless linoleum 
floors, was built in the 1970s to 
house the rocks brought back 
from six moon missions. 

A sophisticated HVAC system, 
designed to keep the air 1,000 
times cleaner than in the outside 
world, fills the facility with a faint 
artificial breeze. Scientists enter 
only after donning special white 
jumpsuits, caps and booties to 
limit contamination. 

These are some of the most 
valuable rocks in the solar sys¬ 
tem, Zeigler said. Just look at 
what they have revealed so far. 

Before the Apollo 11 mission, 
scientists couldn’t agree on where 
the moon came from. It’s a misfit 
in the solar system—much larger 
relative to its planet than almost 
any other moon. Some speculated 
that it was once an independent 
object that was “captured” by 
Earth’s gravity. Others proposed 



Photos by Spike JoHNSON/The Washington Post 


Andrea Mosie, an Apollo sample processor, handles lunar rocks inside their airtight containers at the 
Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center in Houston on March 19. 



Left: The lunar rock display and test laboratory at the center is a locked, temperature-controlled storage 
facility. Right: A laig;e sample of moon rock is contained in an airtight tank. 


that the satellite formed in orbit 
alongside Earth when the planets 
were coalescing out of a primor¬ 
dial dust disc. Many grade school 
textbooks taught that it was, in 
fact, a blob of Earth that had been 
flung away by our planet’s spin; 
the Pacific Ocean was thought to 
be a scar from this ancient loss. 

All of those theories had to be 
discarded as soon as scientists 
saw the first Apollo rocks. 

The moon materials were ex¬ 
traordinarily ancient — as old 
as 4.5 billion years. Although 
they contained many of the same 
chemicals as rocks from Earth, 
they were startlingly poor in “vol¬ 
atiles” — molecules like water 
and carbon dioxide that easily 
vaporize when heated. Some con¬ 
tained features produced only in 
cataclysms — showers of meteor¬ 
ites, blasts from volcanoes or bar¬ 
rages of particles from the sun. 

At a conference to discuss the 
initial findings six months after 
Apollo 11 returned to Earth, no 
one could agree on what all that 
evidence meant. 

Then, toward the end of the 
conference, geologist John Wood 


explained how the clues fit togeth¬ 
er. He realized that the strange 
white flecks in Armstrong’s hast¬ 
ily gathered soil sample belonged 
to an unusual type of rock called 
anorthosite, which forms when 
the mineral feldspar crystallizes 
out of molten rock. At some point. 
Wood reasoned, the moon must 
have been completely covered 
in a magma ocean, in which an¬ 
orthosite rocks floated like ice¬ 
bergs. The molten world would 
have cast an eerie, blood-red glow 
in Earth’s night skies. 

To confirm Wood’s theory, sci¬ 
entists needed bigger and bet¬ 
ter samples. They got what they 
wanted in 1971, when Apollo 
15 astronauts James Irwin and 
David Scott uncovered a half- 
pound chunk of anorthosite on 
the rim of a crater in the moon’s 
northern hemisphere. 

Cleaning the dirt off the rock’s 
exterior, Scott realized what he 
was holding and started to shout. 
“Oh, boy! Guess what we just 
found!” he exclaimed, as Irwin 
laughed with delight. 

“Guess what we just found! I 
think we found what we came 


for. ... What a beaut,” he said. 

That sample came to be known 
as “the Genesis rock” — a nod to 
the role it played in helping sci¬ 
entists unravel the story of the 
moon’s origins. It sits inside its 
own glass case, not far from the 
dish containing Armstrong’s soil. 

“These exact samples told us 
how the moon formed,” Zeigler 
said. 

‘Cosmic schmoo’ 

About 4.5 billion years ago, the 
theory goes, a long-gone giant 
planet called Theia, named for 
the mother of the Greek moon 
goddess, smashed into the newly 
formed Earth. The impact shat¬ 
tered both Theia and the proto- 
Earth and splashed millions of 
tons of material into space. Some 
of the rock coalesced in orbit 
around the Earth, and our satel¬ 
lite was born. 

The heaviest bits sank to the 
moon’s center, while the light 
minerals floated to the top of the 
worldwide magma ocean and 
crystallized, forming the thin 
anorthosite crust. The rocks and 


dust retrieved by Armstrong and 
Scott are relics of that long-ago 
tumult. 

Many researchers were skepti¬ 
cal of this “giant impact hypoth¬ 
esis” when it was first proposed 
in the mid-1970s. Astrophysicist 
Alastair Cameron, one of the 
architects of the hypothesis, re¬ 
called a colleague dismissing one 
of his presentations as “cosmic 
schmoo.” The idea seemed too 
arbitrary, too catastrophic, too 
strange. 

But the evidence was strange, 
Cameron pointed out, and only 
the giant impact seemed to fit 
it. It was big enough to gener¬ 
ate the global magma ocean in 
which the anorthosite formed. 
It explained why the moon’s and 
Earth’s chemical fingerprints 
were so similar — they formed 
from the same swirl of exploded 
rock. It accounted for the missing 
volatiles, which would have been 
blown into space when Earth and 
Theia collided. 

The hypothesis was also sup¬ 
ported by data from science ex¬ 
periments astronauts performed 
during their time on the lunar 
surface. Seismometers deployed 
by Armstrong’s comrade. Buzz 
Aldrin, and his successors on 
later Apollo missions revealed 
that the moon has relatively little 
iron at its center. After the col¬ 
lision, the theory goes, heavy 
elements such as iron sank into 
Earth’s core while lighter ele¬ 
ments were blasted away into 
what became the moon. (Notably, 
Earth is the densest planet in the 
solar system.) 

Studying material from the 
moon up close hasn’t completely 
explained its history. For one, re¬ 
searchers can find no molecular 
fingerprints of Theia — the ob¬ 
ject whose collision with Earth 
purportedly created the moon. 
Nor can scientists agree on how 
traces of water wound up inside 
the samples, when the global 
magma ocean should have boiled 
it all away. 

NASA hopes that the three 
newly available samples — which 
represent half of all the lunar 
material the space agency has in 
reserve — will help answer those 
questions. 

Some researchers will look for 
traces of water in a rock that has 
been stored in a freezer for nearly 
50 years. Others will seek out vol¬ 
atile molecules, including water, 
trapped inside tiny glass beads 
formed from lunar lava fountains 
that erupted billions of years ago. 

Several teams will work to¬ 
gether to examine the materials 
inside pristine vacuum tubes that 
were sealed by astronauts while 
they were still on the moon. The 
way the rocks are layered may 
offer insight about landslides that 
shape the lunar landscape in the 
absence of wind, weather and life. 
Captured gases carry clues about 
how the material was altered by 
radiation, which in turn will help 
scientists understand how long 
the rock was exposed to light be¬ 
fore astronauts boxed it up and 
carried it away. 
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US targets $300B 
of Chinese goods 
for new tariff hikes 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


A shopper eyes seafood including oysters from the U.S. at a supermarket in Beijing on Tuesday as 
tariffs imposed by the U.S. and China threaten to increase the cost of goods in both countries. 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — U.S. officials list¬ 
ed $300 billion more of Chinese 
goods for possible tariff increases 
while Beijing vowed Tuesday to 
“fight to the finish” in an esca¬ 
lating trade battle that is fueling 
fears about damage to global eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

The U.S. Trade Representa¬ 
tive’s Office issued its target list 
after Beijing announced tariff 
increases Monday on $60 billion 
of American goods in their spiral¬ 
ing dispute over Chinese technol¬ 
ogy ambitions and other irritants. 
Chinese authorities were reacting 
to President Donald Trump’s sur¬ 
prise decision last week to impose 
punitive duties on $200 billion of 
imports from China. 

“China will fight to the finish,” 
said a Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man, Geng Shuang. 

“We have the determination 
and capacity to safeguard our 
interests,” Geng said. “China’s 
countermeasures have shown our 
determination to safeguard the 


multilateral trade system.” 

The latest U.S. list of 3,805 
product categories is a step to¬ 
ward carrying out Trump’s May 
5 threat to extend punitive 25% 
duties to all Chinese imports, the 
USTR said. It said a June 17 hear¬ 
ing would be held before Wash¬ 
ington decides how to proceed. 

The list “covers essentially all 
products” not already affected by 
punitive tariffs, the USTR said. 

It includes laptop computers, 
saw blades, turbine parts, tuna 
and garlic. The USTR noted it ex¬ 
cludes pharmaceuticals and rare 
earths minerals used in electron¬ 
ics and batteries. 

“The risk of further escalation 
is far from over,” Timme Spak- 
man, of ING, said in a report. 

Also Tuesday, China’s tightly 
controlled social media were 
filled with comments lambasting 
Washington following weeks of 
little online discussion of the dis¬ 
pute. That suggested official cen¬ 
sors might have blocked earlier 
comments but started allowing 
those that favor Beijing to deflect 


potential criticism of President 
Xi Jinping’s government. 

The United States is “sucking 
the blood of the Chinese,” said 
a comment left on the “Strong 
Country” blog of the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party’s newspaper, the 
People’s Daily. Another comment 
on the site said, “Why are Chi¬ 
nese people bullied? Because our 
hearts are too soft!” 

Trump started raising tariffs 
last July over complaints China 
steals or pressures foreign com¬ 
panies to hand over technology 


and unfairly subsidizes business¬ 
es Beijing is trying to build into 
global leaders in robotics and 
other fields. A stumbling block 
has been U.S. insistence on an en¬ 
forcement mechanism with pen¬ 
alties to ensure Beijing carries 
out its commitments. 

Odds of a settlement “re¬ 
main high,” said Mark Zandi, of 
Moody’s Analytics, in a report. 

“But suddenly a number of 
other scenarios seem possible, 
even one in which the US., China 
and the global economy suffer a 


recession,” he said. 

Asian stock markets fell Tues¬ 
day as the fight, with no nego¬ 
tiated settlement in sight, fed 
investor anxiety about the im¬ 
pact on global economic growth. 
China’s main market index lost 
0.7%, while Tokyo’s benchmark 
declined 0.6%. Hong Kong, Aus¬ 
tralia and Taiwan also fell. 

But shares in Europe rebound¬ 
ed, and the future contracts for 
the Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age and S&P 500 were up 0.5% 
and 0.6%, respectively. 


Parents sue tycoon’s firm 
over dysentery in Moscow 


Sri Lanka says at least 1 
Muslim killed in rioting 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Natalya Konkova 
got a call from her son’s day care 
center at School No. 1357, asking 
her to pick up Yaroslav, 5, be¬ 
cause he was running a fever and 
having trouble walking. 

He got worse over the next 
24 hours, with severe diarrhea 
and vomiting, before an ambu¬ 
lance took him to a hospital. He 
was eventually diagnosed with 
dysentery. 

Yaroslav was one of 127 chil¬ 
dren aged 3 to 7 who were diag¬ 
nosed with dysentery after eating 
food at seven state-run day care 
centers and kindergartens in 
Moscow in mid-December. 

While reports of dysentery are 
not new in Russia, they mostly 
have struck provincial areas far 
from the capital and in much 
smaller outbreaks. 

Even more unusual is that the 
catering firm blamed by opposi¬ 
tion activists for the outbreak at 
six of the seven Moscow sites is 
owned by businessman Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, a close ally of Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin. 

Prigozhin, who has won $2 bil¬ 
lion in contracts for supplying 
food to Moscow schools since 
2009, built an empire on cater¬ 
ing and maintenance contracts 
for the army and has been nick¬ 
named “Putin’s chef” for serving 
Kremlin functions. He also has 


been reported to run a private 
military company known as Wag¬ 
ner that sends Russian contrac¬ 
tors to Syria and other countries. 

The magnate was among the 
Russians indicted last year by a 
U.S. grand jury in the investiga¬ 
tion by special counsel Robert 
Mueller, alleging he funded the 
internet trolls involved in inter¬ 
fering with the U.S. presidential 
election in 2016. 

The U.S. also imposed sanc¬ 
tions on Prigozhin and two of his 
companies. Concord Catering 
and Concord Management and 
Consulting. Prigozhin has denied 
any involvement, and Putin said 
last year that while he knew the 
businessman, he “doesn’t count 
him” among his friends. 

Prigozhin’s company has de¬ 
nied it is to blame for the dysen¬ 
tery outbreak. The cases have 
caused an outcry, thanks to a law¬ 
yer who has turned a spotlight 
on the caterers and has mounted 
a campaign to help the parents 
whose children fell ill. 

Lyubov Sobol, who works for 
the investigative team of anti¬ 
corruption campaigner and op¬ 
position leader Alexei Navalny, 
documented Prigozhin’s rise 
from ex-convict in St. Petersburg 
to Putin’s Kremlin circle. She has 
taken up the case on behalf of the 
parents of the stricken children. 

Even though 11 children at day 
care at School No. 1357 had symp- 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


Natalya Konkova holds her son, 
Yaroslav, in March in Moscow. 
Yaroslav was diagnosed with 
dysentery after eating food at a 
state-run day care center. 

toms consistent with dysentery, 
the day care center wasn’t shut 
down for a quarantine for nearly 
three days. 

A month after Sobol began 
a campaign on the outbreak, 
Russia’s chief investigative body 
launched a criminal inquiry 
into conditions at the day care 
centers. 

Separately, parents of 27 chil¬ 
dren filed a lawsuit against Mos¬ 
cow authorities and Concord 
Ready-Meals Factory. The trial 
was supposed to start in April but 
the court has suspended hearings 
for at least two months pending 
the official probe. 

Another group of parents filed 
a similar lawsuit last month. 


By Krishan Francis 

Associated Press 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Mob 
attacks on Muslim communities 
in Sri Lanka’s northwest have 
left one person dead and dozens 
of shops and mosques destroyed, 
a government minister said 
Tuesday, as communal violence 
worsened in the wake of Easter 
bombings that killed more than 
250 people. 

A Muslim man was hacked to 
death in Monday’s violence, in 
which members of the country’s 
largely Buddhist m^ority eth¬ 
nic Sinhalese attacked Muslim- 
owned shops and homes in several 
towns, said Rauff Hakeem, a Cab¬ 
inet minister and leader of the Sri 
Lanka Muslim Congress. 

With communal violence also 
reported in Sri Lanka’s west, the 
government imposed a nation¬ 
wide curfew Monday and tempo¬ 
rarily blocked social media and 
messaging apps. 

Tensions have been running 
high in the Buddhist-mqjority In¬ 
dian Ocean island nation since the 
April 21 attacks by seven suicide 
bombers who struck two Catho¬ 
lic churches and one Protestant 
church and three luxury hotels. 
Islamic State claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the attacks, which were 
carried out by a local radicalized 
Muslim group. 

Sri Lanka has a dark history 


of communal tensions. For more 
than a quarter-century, it was 
embroiled in civil war as Tamil 
Tiger rebels fought to create an 
independent state for ethnic mi¬ 
nority Tamils. When the conflict 
ended 10 years ago, the U.N.’s 
conservative estimates said about 
100,000 people had been killed. 

Two UN. advisers warned that 
the latest attacks against Mus¬ 
lims could escalate further if not 
stopped immediately. 

“The country is trying to move 
forward from a traumatic period 
of inter-ethnic armed conflict, 
but these attacks are pushing 
Sri Lanka backwards. If not ade¬ 
quately dealt with, the recent vio¬ 
lence has the potential to escalate 
even further,” the advisers said in 
a statement. 

The joint statement was re¬ 
leased by Adama Dieng, the UN. 
special adviser on the prevention 
of genocide, and Karen Smith, 
the UN. special adviser on the 
responsibility to protect. 

Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, the 
archbishop of Colombo, appealed 
to the public to maintain the peace 
and patience they showed in the 
first days after the attacks. 

“I ask the political leaders to 
keep their followers under con¬ 
trol. It is no heroism in attack¬ 
ing Muslims and damaging their 
property. True heroism is to con¬ 
trol and overcome oneself,” Ran¬ 
jith said. 
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Duterte's allies 
appear to have 
big leads in vote 



Bullit Marquez/AP 


Manila City public workers remove campaign posters of incumbent 
mayor and former President Joseph “Erap” Estrada a day after the 
country's midterm elections Tuesday in Manila, Philippines. Estrada 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Pres¬ 
ident Rodrigo Duterte’s allies 
appeared to have overwhelming 
leads in elections for the Phil¬ 
ippine Senate, one of the oppo¬ 
sition’s last bulwarks against a 
brash populist leader accused of 
massive human rights violations. 

Preliminary results compris¬ 
ing 94 percent of returns from 
Monday’s midterm elections 
showed at least eight candidates 
endorsed by Duterte were lead¬ 
ing the races for 12 seats in the 
24-member Senate. Official Com¬ 
mission on Election results are 
expected to be declared in about 
a week. 

Those leading include Duterte’s 
former national police chief Ron¬ 
ald dela Rosa, who enforced the 
president’s crackdown on il¬ 
legal drugs, a campaign that’s 
left thousands of suspects dead 
and has drawn international 
condemnation. 

Monday’s vote is seen as a gauge 
of public support for Duterte, who 
is midway through the single six- 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina — Homes and roads have 
flooded in parts of Bosnia after 
rivers broke their banks following 
heavy rains, triggering concerns 
Tuesday of a repeat of floods five 
years ago in which dozens died. 

Bosnian media reported that 
rescuers are searching for a 6- 
year-old boy who fell into a swol¬ 
len stream near his home in the 
central Bosnian village of Begov 


year term Philippine presidents 
are allowed under the constitu¬ 
tion. His deadly anti-drug crack¬ 
down, unorthodox leadership 
style, combative and sexist joke¬ 
laden outbursts and contentious 
embrace of China have been the 
hallmarks of his presidency. 

Duterte’s three children were 
also expected to win the races 
for mayor, vice mayor and a con¬ 
gressional seat representing their 
southern home region of Davao 
city. 

The 74-year-old maverick lead¬ 
er first carved a reputation as an 
extra tough mayor, who hunted 
drug addicts and criminals on a 
Harley Davidson motorcycle and 
carried the nickname, Duterte 
Harry, after the gunslinging Clint 
Eastwood film character. 

Analyst Richard Heydarian, 
said many Filipinos seem more 
open to authoritarianism due to 
failures of past liberal leaders 
from long-established political 
clans. Such a mindset has helped 
the family of the late dictator Fer¬ 
dinand Marcos make a political 
comeback, the latest through the 
senatorial bid of one of his daugh- 


Han on Tuesday. 

Several local authorities in 
northern and central Bosnia in¬ 
troduced emergency measures 
Tuesday to battle the floods and 
urged residents living close to riv¬ 
ers to evacuate their homes. Some 
schools have canceled classes, 
while electricity and water sup¬ 
plies have been disrupted. 

The rainfall has also caused 
landslides, closing local roads. 
The Vrbanja river has destroyed 


lost his bid for a third term. 

ters, Imee Marcos, who was en¬ 
dorsed by Duterte and whose 
vote tally in the unofficial results 
indicated a victory. 

Duterte, who has shown little 
tolerance for critics — especially 
those who question his anti-drug 
campaign — aimed for stronger 
leverage in the traditionally more 
independent Senate to bolster his 
legislative agenda. 

That includes the return of the 
death penalty, lowering the age 
for criminal liability below the 
current 15 and revising the coun¬ 
try’s 1987 constitution primarily 
to allow a shift to a federal form 
of government, a proposal some 


a temporary pedestrian bridge 
near the town of Banja Luka. 

In Serb-run Bosnia, Republika 
Srpska, a government coordina¬ 
tion team was due to meet later 
Tuesday to assess the situation, 
while Bosnia’s army said it was 
ready to help if needed. 

Officials across the country 
sought to dispel concerns the re¬ 
gion was facing a repeat of the 
floods five years ago. 

“We don’t expect the 2014 situ- 


critics fear may be a cover to re¬ 
move term limits. 

Last year, opposition senators 
moved to block proposed bills 
they feared would undermine 
civil liberties. 

Voters in Monday’s elections 
made their choices for 18,000 
congressional and local posts, in¬ 
cluding 81 governors, 1,634 may¬ 
ors and more than 13,500 city and 
town councilors in 81 provinces. 
The elections were relatively 
untroubled, despite pockets of 
violence in southern Mindanao 
region, which is under martial 
law as government forces hunt 
down Islamic State-linked mili¬ 
tants and communist insurgents. 


ation because the intensity of the 
rainfall was much higher then,” 
said Dusan Vranjes, an emer¬ 
gency sector official in the north¬ 
western town of Prijedor. 

In neighboring Croatia, author¬ 
ities raised flood defenses in the 
towns of Hrvatska Kostunica, 
Korana and Karlovac. 

Croatian public broadcaster 
HRT says firefighters have saved 
eight tourists, including two chil¬ 
dren, in a central area. 


Danish candidate places 
election ad on adult site 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — 
While most of the candidates for 
Denmark’s general election are 
making good use of the internet, 
posting their promises on web¬ 
sites and social media, one has 
gone a step farther. 

Joachim B. Olsen, an Olympic 
shot put silver medalist who has 
been a member of the Folketing 
for the center-right Liberal Al¬ 
liance since 2011, placed an ad 
bearing the party logo and en¬ 
couraging people to vote for him 
on one of the world’s top adult 
websites, Pornhub. 

On his official Facebook pro¬ 
file, Olsen confirmed that he was 
responsible for the ad, writing, 
“Yes, it’s me on Pornhub. 

The June 5 elections are being 
held on schedule at the end of the 
parliament’s four-year term. 

Google opens center to 
improve data privacy 

LONDON — Google opened 
a privacy-focused engineering 
center in Munich on Tuesday, its 
latest move to beef up its data pro¬ 
tection credentials as tech com¬ 
panies’ face growing scrutiny of 
their data collection practices. 

CEO Sundar Pichai said the Sil¬ 
icon Valley tech giant is expand¬ 
ing its operations in the southern 
German city, including doubling 
the number of data privacy engi¬ 
neers there to more than 200 by 
the end of 2019. 

The new Google Safety Engi¬ 
neering Center will make Munich 
a global hub for the company’s 
“cross-product privacy engineer¬ 
ing efforts,” Pichai said in a blog 
post. 

Staff will work with Google 
privacy specialists in other cities 
to build products for use around 
the world, Pichai said, adding 
that Munich engineers built the 
Google Account control panel as 
well as privacy and security fea¬ 
tures for the Chrome browser. 

Aussie leaders agree 
gays don’t go to hell 

CANBERRA, Australia — The 
leaders of both of Australia’s 
mqjor political parties agreed 
on Tuesday that gays don’t go to 
hell because of their sexual ori¬ 
entation, as Christian beliefs rose 
to extraordinary prominence 
in the final days of an election 
campaign. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
opposed gay marriage while op¬ 
position leader Bill Shorten ar¬ 
gued for marriage equality ahead 
of a national vote in 2017 that led 
to Australia legally recognizing 
same-sex unions. 

Morrison, a Pentecostal Chris¬ 
tian, accused Shorten, a Catholic 
before converting to his second 
wife’s Anglican faith, of a “des¬ 
perate, cheap shot” ahead of elec¬ 
tions Saturday by challenging the 
prime minister to say whether he 
believed gays went to hell. 

Also Tuesday, police charged 
15 Greenpeace activists follow¬ 
ing a protest on Sydney Har¬ 
bor Bridge demanding climate 
change action. 

From The Associated Press 


6 killed as security agents attack Sudanese sit-ins 


Associated Press 

KHARTOUM, Sudan — Sudanese protest¬ 
ers said Tuesday that security agents loyal 
to ousted President Omar al-Bashir attacked 
their sit-ins overnight, setting off clashes that 
killed six people, including an army officer, 
and heightened tensions as the opposition 
holds talks with the military. 

Both the protesters and the ruling military 
council said the violence was instigated by 
al-Bashir loyalists from within the security 
forces. Over the course of his 30-year rule, al- 
Bashir formed a shadowy security apparatus 
made up of several paramilitary groups. 

The violence erupted after nightfall Monday, 
when protests in Sudan usually swell during 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which is 
marked by dawn to dusk fasting. 


The Sudan Doctors 
Committee, which is part 
of the Sudanese Profes¬ 
sionals Association that 
has been spearheading 
the protests since De¬ 
cember, reported the six 
fatalities. The clashes 
took place in several lo¬ 
cations across the coun¬ 
try, including the main 
al-Bashir sit-in outside the military 
headquarters in the capi¬ 
tal, Khartoum, the doctors union said. 

Ahmed Rabie, a spokesman for the SPA, said 
more than 200 people were wounded. The mil¬ 
itary council confirmed the death of an army 
mqjor and said three troops were wounded. 

The military removed al-Bashir from power 


April 11 after four months of mass protests in 
which security forces killed around 100 pro¬ 
testers and at least five soldiers who tried to 
protect the demonstrators. 

On Monday, Sudanese prosecutors an¬ 
nounced that they have charged al-Bashir 
with involvement in killing and incitement to 
kill protesters during the uprising, according 
to the state news agency SUNA. 

In Khartoum, the clashes erupted as the 
protesters were expanding their sit-in area 
and setting up barricades made of burning 
tires and tree branches to block off major 
streets. The SPA said the road closures were 
in response to the military council’s delay in 
handing over power to civilians. It called for 
another march on Tuesday, and protest lead¬ 
ers have threatened a general strike and civil 
disobedience. 



Balkans on high alert as floods hit Bosnia, Croatia 

Associated Press 
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Long-missing woman 
found in man’s freezer 

PI MARGATE — The 
r L case of a missing Flor¬ 
ida woman has been solved six 
years later after her body was 
found inside a freezer at a scrap 
warehouse. 

The business owner said Fri¬ 
day she opened the freezer and 
found the body of Heather Lacey, 
35, last month. 

Lacey’s dad told the Sun Sen¬ 
tinel he hadn’t heard from her 
since Thanksgiving 2013. 

The discovery came after Jon¬ 
athan Escarzaga was found dead 
inside his apartment in Febru¬ 
ary. The freezer had been in his 
apartment and was moved to the 
scrap warehouse after the apart¬ 
ment manager hired a company 
to remove the appliances. 

Police have not said whether 
Escarzaga played a role in her 
death or if the two knew each 
other. 

Man held after flag set 
on fire at memorial 

^ A CITY OF INDUSTRY 
— A transient has been 
arrested for allegedly setting an 
American flag on fire at a memo¬ 
rial for a fallen California High¬ 
way Patrol officer. 

The Los Angeles County Sher¬ 
iff’s Department said the incident 
occurred Sunday in the City of 
Industry. 

The memorial honors motor¬ 
cycle Officer David Romero, who 
was struck and killed there in 
2005. 

The Sheriff’s Department said 
the flag burning was witnessed 
by a CHP officer. The officer took 
Scott Kennard, 41, into custody 
but was unable to save the flag. 

The American flag at the me¬ 
morial has been replaced. 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm m m The amount of a Michigan coupie’s water biii after a broken pipe in a crawi space ieaked 

^ about 1 miilion gaiions over two months. A tenant at the couple's rental property apparently 

B didn’t notice the leak. The Mining Journal in the state’s Upper Peninsula reported that owner 

" Ashley Cody appeared at a Ishpeming City Council meeting last week and said she’s “ready for 

this to be over." The council is trying to come up with a policy to deal with catastrophic water 
losses. Cody and her husband, Matt, aren’t expected to pay the enormous bill, but a compromise hasn’t been reached. 




Becky Bohrer/AP 


A solitary stroll 

A hiker treks on a section of Mendenhall Glacier in Juneau, Alaska, on Sunday. The glacier is a popular attraction for tourists and locals. 


Police: Driver fled, 
saying 1 don’t think so’ 

Kl H/l CRUCES — A 

I w I New Mexico woman 
is facing charges after police say 
she fled an officer during a traffic 
stop and told him, “I don’t think 
so.” 

Dona County court documents 
show Ricci Barnett was arrested 
April 21 following the exchange. 

According to court documents, 
an officer tried to pull over Bar¬ 
nett, 41, for driving the wrong 
way on a one-way street in Las 
Cruces, but she refused to stop. 
The documents say the officer 
made contact with Barnett as she 
stopped at a red light. 

When the officer showed Bar¬ 
nett his badge, court documents 
say she responded, “I don’t think 
so,” and drove off She was even¬ 
tually taken into custody and 
charged with aggravated fleeing 
from a law enforcement officer 
and reckless driving. 

Court could rule on pet 
visitation for ex-couple 

HA p PORTLAND — A 
IVI b Maine woman is call¬ 
ing for the state’s highest court to 
give domestic partners custody 
rights to pets after a relationship 
fizzles. 


The Maine Supreme Judicial 
Court is scheduled to hear oral 
arguments in the case Tuesday. 
Jessica Sardina, 25, of Bangor, 
wants shared custody of Honey, a 
lab-shepherd mix. 

The Bangor Daily News report¬ 
ed Sardina is appealing a finding 
by a district court judge last year 
that Kelvin Liriano, 25, of Old 
Town was the dog’s sole owner 
because only his signature was 
on Honey’s adoption papers. The 
judge said he was “stuck with the 
laws of property.” 

Sardina and Liriano’s relation¬ 
ship ended in 2018. Maine law 
states a judge may order married 
couples to share custody of ani¬ 
mals, but that standard doesn’t 
apply to unmarried couples. 

Woman escapes with 
cat as car hits water 

HA A BLACKSTONE — A 
lwlA% woman was able to 
save herself and her cat after the 
car they were riding in plunged 
into a Massachusetts river. 

Blackstone Fire Chief Michael 
Sweeney said the woman had just 
picked up her cat from the groom¬ 


er on Saturday when she crashed 
the car into the Blackstone River. 

Sweeney said the woman 
grabbed the cat, which was in a 
pet carrier, and climbed out the 
window before the car sank. 

The woman in her 60s was 
taken to the hospital for cuts on 
her hand. Both the woman and 
the cat were expected to be OK. 

School drops ‘God bless 
America’ after pledge 

n A SPRINGFIELD — A 
Pennsylvania school 
principal will no longer say “God 
bless America” after leading stu¬ 
dents in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Peter Brigg’s practice at Sab- 
old Elementary School in Spring- 
field led at least one parent to 
complain to the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation, whose at¬ 
torney contacted the district. 
The group claimed it violated the 
U.S. Constitution’s prohibition of 
government-sponsoring religious 
messages. 

The district decided to cease 
the practice after consulting with 
its lawyer. In a statement, the 
district says it is not prohibiting 


students from reciting “God bless 
America” after the pledge on 
their own. 

The foundation said “young 
elementary school children don’t 
need to be coerced into affirming 
God’s name every morning.” 

Horse dies after falling 
into family pool 

PI LAKE WORTH-A 

r L horse died after falling 
into a family’s swimming pool in 
Florida. 

Owner Erica Lucas said the an¬ 
imal was already in distress when 
it tried to drink from the pool and 
fell in. First responders found the 
large brown horse standing in 
about three feet of water. At one 
point, the owner of Shine, 23, said 
the animal was actually swim¬ 
ming in the pool. 

A Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
deputy walked into the water, sat 
down on the steps and calmed 
Shine. According to the Palm 
Beach Post, rescuers then rigged 
2-by-4s and a carpet to lead the 
animal out. 

Shine had a seizure and died 
later that night. Lucas said the 


horse died from cohc and an in¬ 
testinal obstruction, not from 
falling into the pool. 

Spider sculpture to 
‘guard’ pest business 

I IT LAKE CITY 

I — A giant creature has 
a new job guarding a Utah busi¬ 
ness. The St. George Spectrum 
reported that the “Giant Spider” 
sculpture will be the new mas¬ 
cot of Morgan Pest Control in St. 
George starting this week. 

Artist Deveren Farley said he 
built the 17-foot sculpture from 
steel and Utah license plates he 
had bought from the Salt Lake 
City evidence department. 

“Giant Spider” had been pub¬ 
licly displayed in downtown St. 
George as part of an exhibit until 
April, when Morgan Pest Control 
purchased the art piece. 

The eight-legged critter has 
evoked strong reactions on both 
sides. Local businesses competed 
to purchase the sculpture, while 
some residents complained the 
creature was too scary for public 
display. 

From wire reports 
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‘Karate Kid’ 
spinoff enters 
second season 

By Alicia Rancilio 

Associated Press 

After starring in three Karate 
Kid films in the 1980s, Ralph 
Macchio says he “basically said 
‘no’ for 30 years” to ideas for 
more. 

“It felt better and smarter to 
leave the legacy alone,” said Mac¬ 
chio, who is now 57. He didn’t 
want to “taint the legacy with a 
short-sighted idea or cash grab.” 

The “Cobra 
Kai” cre¬ 
ators changed 
his mind 

with an idea 
about a half- 
hour series 
streaming on 
YouTube Pre¬ 
mium. It takes 
place 34 years 
after the first 
movie. 

Former 
nemesis John¬ 
ny Lawrence 
(again played 
by William 
Zabka) de¬ 
fines down 
on his luck. 

He’s living in 
a run-down 
apartment, 
has just been 
fired from his job as a handy¬ 
man, and he keeps seeing ads for 
Daniel LaRusso’s successful car 
dealerships. 

Lawrence ends up opening 
his own Cobra Kai karate studio 
(using the same aggressive prin¬ 
ciples that he was taught and dis¬ 
played in the films), and LaRusso 
discovers it driving by. 

A martial arts rivalry is reig¬ 
nited as if it were yesterday. 

“You would think some high 
school nemesis opening up a 
karate dojo would be like, ‘You 
know what? Let him have his 
thing,’ but for LaRusso, it snaps 
back into yesterday and that’s 
what’s fun about the Johnny Law- 
rence/LaRusso rivalry, is that 
they push each other’s buttons,” 
said Macchio. 

The first season, which 
launched in 2018, scored 100% 
on Rotten Tomatoes and its first 
episode has more than 60 million 
views. 

“I certainly had a feeling that 
the fan base was out there and 
that people, if we were able to 
present it in a smart way, that 
they would be interested in these 
characters decades later,” said 
Macchio. 

All 10 episodes of season two 
are now streaming and season 
three has been ordered. 

And, some intrigue for fans: 
Elisabeth Shue confirms she’s 
been approached to also revive 
her character, Ali, from the 
films. (She played LaRusso’s 
girlfriend.) 

“I have seen it and I thought 
it was well done,” she said. “I’m 
thinking about it.” 

Watch a trailer online at youtu. 
be/lmUxOq8cEcO. 




By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

A ctress Jessica Hecht, best known to 
the world for her supporting roles in 
“Friends” and “Breaking Bad,” was 
riding the subway in New York and 
someone was staring at her. 

So she asked, “What am I doing that’s making 
you upset?” His reply: “Excuse me, you’re my 
hero on that show.” 

Hecht says that’s been the common response 
— from men and women, old and young, black 
and white — to her performance as the loving, 
emotional mother of a gay son with cerebral 
palsy on Netflix’s “Special.” 

Fans on social media have tweeted that the 
Tony-nominated Hecht is “a national treasure” 
and “a gift to this world” for this performance — 
though she wouldn’t know it because she doesn’t 
have a Twitter account. 

On “Special,” Hecht, 53, plays Karen Hayes, 
the overbearing mother of a nearly 30-year-old 
disabled son trying to live his best life and find 
his voice. He’s portrayed by series creator and 
executive producer Ryan O’Connell. 

“I have people you would never realize you 
touch talking to me in the street right now,” 
Hecht said. “I think it’s an incredible cross sec¬ 
tion because ... it’s also like middle-aged women 
and men who are like, ‘Oh my god, that show is so 
great.’ I didn’t realize the scope of Netflix also. 
I’m a moron.” 

“Special” debuted on Netflix last month and is 
based on O’Connell’s 2015 memoir, “I’m Special: 
And Other Lies We Tell Ourselves.” Hecht joined 
the series after “The Big Bang Theory” actor and 
“Special” executive producer Jim Parsons, who 
became friends with Hecht while working on a 
play together, told her about the show. She was 
also contacted by director Anna Dokoza, who had 
worked with Hecht and Hecht’s husband, Emmy- 
winning director-producer Adam Bernstein. 

Dokoza, also an executive producer on the 
show, praised Hecht’s stirring performance as a 
codependent single mother trying to learn how to 
put herself first. 

“What I loved about this script is that this rela¬ 
tionship is codependent because it has to be. She 
ties his shoelaces. This is not a maybe. This is the 
actual definition of a codependent relationship. So 
to see him want to break away from that, and to 
have a parent who’s been raising him for 28 years 
have no identity beyond that, sort of stop and go 
— ‘Who am I when I am not tying his shoelaces?’ 


— is incredible. I just knew that Jessica could de¬ 
liver that fine line,” Dokoza said. 

“She’s an everyday person that’s trying to fig¬ 
ure out how to live and how to assist her child and 
how to, for the first time in her life, put herself 
first. You can see all that on her face. In that final 
emotional scene when she’s actually, they just lay 
it all out, that’s heart-wrenching.” 

That last scene actually had to be re-shot, 
though, since the footage was lost. Hecht remem¬ 
bers that her makeup was off, it was 2 in the morn¬ 
ing, and she was soaking in the bathtub when she 
got the phone call with that bad news. “Is there 
any chance you can come back?” she heard on 
the other end of the phone. “Is there any chance 
you’re still awake? We’ve lost all your coverage of 
that scene.” 


What I loved 
about this 
script is that 
this relationship 
is codependent 
BECAUSE IT 
HAS TO BE.' 

Anna Dokoza 

director of “Special,” 
about a single mother of 
a son with cerebral palsy 


They re-shot it, 
but then a month 
later the original 
was recovered. 

“They used like 
30 seconds of the 
one,” Hecht 
“Everything 
else was the original 
done that night.” 

“Special” is a se¬ 
ries you can binge- 
watch in less than 
two hours since each 
of the eight episodes 
are roughly 15 min¬ 
utes. Hecht said shooting a short series “felt like 
doing an indie movie,” and said it all worked 
thanks to O’Connell’s sharp writing skills. 

“When you read short stories, each one has 
something juicy in it. That’s the way the script, 
the whole series, read to me. He allows each 
character to truly be developed in certain epi¬ 
sodes,” she said. 

Hecht has had a steady career in the past 
three decades: On “Friends,” she was part of 
one of the first lesbian couples on television as 
Susan Bunch, the wife of Ross Geller’s ex-wife, 
Carol Willick. She played Gretchen Schwartz in 
“Breaking Bad,” and she has appeared often on 
Broadway, earning a 2010 Tony nomination for 
best featured actress in a play for Arthur Mill¬ 
er’s “A View from the Bridge” (she lost to co-star 
Scarlett Johansson). 

“I’ve been blessed to work on things both in the 
theater and on TV where people have substantial 
stories about human life that they want to tell,” 
she said. 


Actress Jessica Hecht, shown April 24, says she didn’t realize how influential her Netflix series 
“Special” was until she had fans of all descriptions approach her in public. 

Christopher Smith, Invision/AP 


Season 6 
the last for 
‘Empire’ 

From wire services 

Fox will soon stop the music on 
its drama “Empire.” 

The upcoming sixth season of 
the show that focuses on a New 
York hip-hop and entertainment 
company will be its final one, the 
network announced Monday. 

“Season Six promises to be 
filled with drama, shocking sur¬ 
prises and more jaw-dropping 
moments,” Fox said in a release 
Monday. 

Terrence Howard stars as Lu- 
cious Lyon, the CEO of Empire 
Entertainment, and Tarqji R 
Henson plays his ex-wife. Cookie 
Lyon. 

Ratings for the show dropped 
drastically over the years. “Em¬ 
pire” debuted in 2015 and aver¬ 
aged about 17 million viewers in 
its first season. Season 5 pulled in 
an average of 4 million viewers. 

Real-life drama and scandal 
involving one of the series regu¬ 
lars also coincided with Season 5. 
Jussie Smollett, who plays Jamal 
Lyon, the middle son of Lucious 
and Cookie, was indicted on Feb. 
20 on a felony count involving 
an alleged hate hoax. The actor 
had claimed that he was jumped 
by two men outside his Chicago 
apartment and that they shouted 
racist and homophobic slurs at 
him. But two men seen in surveil¬ 
lance video reportedly told police 
that Smollett paid them to stage 
the “attack.” 

Smollett, 36, was eventually 
charged with 16 felony counts re¬ 
lated to filing a false police report, 
but all charges were dropped in 
March in a surprise move. The 
FBI is currently reviewing the 
circumstances surrounding the 
dismissal of the charges. 

The network left it unclear 
whether Smollet would return for 
Season 6. “By mutual agreement, 
the studio has negotiated an ex¬ 
tension to Jussie Smollett’s option 
for Season 6, but at this time there 
are no plans for the character of 
Jamal to return to ‘Empire,’” Fox 
Entertainment and 20th Century 
Fox TV said in a joint statement at 
the time of the renewal. 

Jamal got married in the April 
24 episode, marking TV’s first 
black, gay wedding, but the char¬ 
acter was written out of the sea¬ 
son’s last two episodes following 
the Smollett scandal. 

The show’s 100th episode will 
fall within Season 6. 

Other news 

■ Barry Zito has written a 
book detailing his rise and fall 
as a baseball pitcher and his 
intensifying belief in religion. 
“Curveball” will be published 
Sept. 17 by Thomas Nelson, a di¬ 
vision of HarperCollins Christian 
Publishing. 

■ Jim Fowler, a naturalist who 
rose to fame on the long-running 
television program “Wild King¬ 
dom” and who famously bantered 
with Johnny Carson on “The To¬ 
night Show,” died May 8. He was 
89. 
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OPINION 

The grim logic of US trade war with China 


By Noah Smith 

Bloomberg News 

A month ago, I declared that 
President Donald Trump’s trade 
war against China looked like 
it might be winding down. I was 
wrong. Instead of capitulating in exchange 
for some agricultural purchases and other 
minor concessions, Trump is doubling 
down. He’s raising tariffs on $200 billion 
worth of Chinese imports from 10% to 25% 
and imposing new tariffs on almost all of 
the remaining $325 billion or so. 

China this week said it would retaliate 
and starting next month would impose 
tariffs on $60 billion of U.S. goods. This is 
the biggest trade war in modern American 
history. 

There were several reasons it looked as if 
Trump might back off First, it’s very hard 
to verify whether Chinese theft of intel¬ 
lectual property — one of the biggest and 
most justified complaints from the U.S. 
side — is still happening. Even if Chinese 
companies and the Chinese military were 
to stop appropriating the fruits of US. re¬ 
search and development, they would still 
be able to make some progress by clev¬ 
erly reverse-engineering American-made 
products, raising accusations of continued 
espionage. 

A similar enforceability problem ap¬ 
plies to Chinese nontariff trade barriers; 
for example, Chinese local governments 
quietly and unofficially helping Chinese 
companies outcompete American com¬ 
panies in the domestic market. So even if 
China acceded to U.S. demands, ensuring 
compliance would be hard. The difficulty 
of establishing a credible enforcement 
mechanism is probably a big reason trade 
talks have broken down. 

Second, the trade war has cost the U.S. 
Economists have shown that the actual 
burden of tariffs has fallen mostly on 
American consumers — in other words, 
the prices consumers pay for imported 
goods has risen, while the prices Chinese 
sellers receive hasn’t changed very much. 


China’s ascent in the 21st 
century directly imperils 
U.S. military dominance, 
as economic and 
technological supremacy 
tends to translate into 
military supremacy. 


And higher prices on capital goods and 
intermediate goods is raising expenses 
for U.S. manufacturers, making them less 
competitive. Meanwhile, Chinese retalia¬ 
tion has hurt U.S. farmers. 

So with victory hard to verify and losses 
mounting, it looked like there was little rea¬ 
son to continue the trade war. Yet Trump is 
doubling down. Why? 

Trump may be calculating that the 
strong US. economy and resilient stock 
markets mean that there is little downside 
to continuing the trade war. Despite higher 
import prices, real wages have generally 
continued to rise at a modest rate. 

The economy also continues to add jobs 
at a strong pace, despite a historically low 
unemployment rate. 

Meanwhile, U.S. stock markets are not 
all that much below record highs, having 
largely recovered from a tumble in late 
2018. China’s announcement of retaliatory 
tariffs has put a modest dent in equity mar¬ 
kets, though that may well be temporary. 

With the economy doing well enough for 
many Americans not to notice the pinch 
from the trade war, losses on the U.S. side 
have been concentrated among farmers. 
And it seems that Trump is betting that a 
combination of government payouts and 
cultural affinity will mean few farmers 
desert him at the ballot box. 

Meanwhile, the trade war appears to be 
hurting China’s economy. It’s hard to iso¬ 
late the effect of the dispute from other 
factors, like Chinese government attempts 


to crack down on the shadow-banking sys¬ 
tem. But the International Monetary Fund 
forecasts that the immediate blow from the 
trade war is hitting China much harder. 

Chinese exports, fixed-asset investment, 
consumption and industrial production 
may already have taken a hit. In the long 
term, both US. tariffs and Chinese retali¬ 
ation may deter multinational companies 
from producing goods in China; some al¬ 
ready are blaming the trade war for a slow¬ 
down in foreign direct investment. And 
by forcing China to shift from exports to 
investment in order to sustain growth, the 
trade war might push the country toward a 
less productive growth model. 

There may be a grim sort of logic to this 
approach. So far, China’s ascent in the 21st 
century has looked unstoppable, as it gob¬ 
bled up one manufacturing industry after 
another, shouldered the U.S. aside as the 
world’s biggest exporter, and became the 
beating heart of an East Asian economic 
supercluster. In addition to threatening 
to relegate North America to the global 
economy’s periphery, this trend directly 
imperils US. military dominance, as eco¬ 
nomic and technological supremacy tends 
to translate into military supremacy. 

If Trump wants to slow China’s ascent 
as a superpower, a trade war might be an 
effective way to do it. If the harm to the 
U.S. is modest and the costs for China are 
severe and lasting. Trump might conclude 
that the former are acceptable losses. Geo¬ 
political primacy, not maximum prosper¬ 
ity for Americans, might be the president’s 
true objective. 

It’s also possible, of course, that the trade 
war is a purely populist endeavor, and that 
maintaining tariffs is simply a way for 
Trump to look tough. If he calculates that 
there is less to be gained from striking a 
deal than from continuing the tariffs, or if 
weakening China really is the goal, then 
this could be just the opening rounds of a 
long and grinding trade war. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Noah Smith is an 
assistant professor of finance at Stony Brook 
University. 


Putin’s Syrian playbook won’t work in Venezuela 


By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg Opinion 

I n Venezuela, it looks like Russia is 
once again playing a weak hand well. 
The U.S. has imposed crippling sanc¬ 
tions on the state-owned oil company 
and lifted them on officials who have joined 
the opposition, such as the intelligence 
chief And yet, with the support of Russia, 
Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro 
survives. 

So when Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo arrives this week in Moscow, his coun¬ 
terpart, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov, will undoubtedly be looking to ex¬ 
ploit the situation by using a familiar Rus¬ 
sian ploy: Enable a geopolitical crisis, and 
then offer to help solve it. 

This is what Lavrov did in Syria. While 
Russian mercenaries and bombers pulver¬ 
ized civilians with the help of Iran’s mili¬ 
tias, Lavrov met with then-U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry to negotiate a political 
process to end the conflict. For nearly two 
years, the charade continued. Only after 
the Russians bombed an aid convoy in Sep¬ 
tember 2016 did Kerry realize that he had 
been played. 

The Russians are planning a similar 
move with Venezuela. The Russian Foreign 
Ministry’s official statement summarizing 
a May 1 phone call between Pompeo and 
Lavrov calls for “the dialogue of all politi¬ 
cal forces in the country.” U.S. officials tell 
me they expect Lavrov to propose talks be¬ 


tween Maduro and the opposition whereby 
the autocrat would remain in power as the 
two sides negotiate conditions for a new 
election. 

This is not a novel idea. Maduro himself 
has conducted talks with his opposition be¬ 
fore, only to renege on his commitments 
later on. In January, Sen. Chris Murphy 
and former Deputy National Security Ad¬ 
viser Ben Rhodes floated the idea of a kind 
of political peace process for Venezuela, 
excluding Russia but including two other 
predator states, China and Cuba. 

Any kind of negotiation with Maduro is a 
trap. To start, he will use the time he pur¬ 
chases at the bargaining table to divide the 
opposition that has rallied behind the inter¬ 
im president, Juan Guaido. That opposition 
has numerous factions, including many 
disenchanted supporters of Maduro’s men¬ 
tor, Hugo Chavez. A drawn-out process 
plays to Maduro’s advantage. It also under¬ 
mines the constitutional claim to power of 
Guaido, who assumed the presidency after 
Maduro won an illegitimate election. 

There is still some question, however, 
whether this Russian strategy will work. 
In a briefing with reporters last week, a se¬ 
nior State Department official downplayed 
expectations that there would be a deal 
to get Russia to cooperate in Venezuela. 
What’s more, U.S. officials say there are 
plans to impose new sanctions on Russia. 

Pompeo has accused Russia’s state oil 
company, Rosneft, of violating new U.S. 


sanctions on Venezuela’s state-run oil com¬ 
pany. (Rosneft has denied the accusation.) 
Pompeo has also put the blame squarely on 
Moscow for urging Maduro to stay in Cara¬ 
cas and not depart for Cuba when Guaido 
called for a day of street protests. 

Of course, there is still the matter of 
President Donald Trump, whose public 
comments have not exactly aligned with 
Pompeo’s. Earlier this month, after a 
phone call with Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin, Trump echoed the Russian line 
about how Russia only wants “to see some¬ 
thing positive happen for Venezuela.” 

Despite Trump’s history of cringe-wor¬ 
thy public deference to Putin, however, 
he has shown a willingness to confront 
Russia when necessary. He has held firm 
on sanctions imposed on Russia after the 
2016 elections, for instance, and has twice 
ordered mqjor airstrikes on Russia’s client 
in Syria. Also it’s worth noting that U.S. 
special operations forces remain in Syria 
despite Trump’s promise in December to 
precipitously withdraw them. 

That’s why it matters that Trump and 
his top advisers have said publicly that all 
options remain on the table for Venezuela. 
And it’s yet another reason to be skeptical 
that the Russian playbook will succeed in 
Venezuela as it did in Syria. 

Bloomberg Opinion columnist Eli Lake covers 
national security and foreign policy. He cov¬ 
ered national security and intelligence for The 
Washington Times, The New York Sun and UPl. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Release money 
5 Officer 
8 Wife of Zeus 

12 “Born Free” 
lioness 

13 Billboards 

14 Elliptical 

15 Region of 
northern Italy 

17 Breathing (Abbr.) 

18 Start a round 

19 Aviary noises 

21 Irish actor 
Stephen 

22 Visibility 
hindrance 

23 Arced tennis shot 
26 Like some humor 
28 Avoids work 

31 Gumbo or 
bisque, e.g. 

33 Work unit 

35 Minn, neighbor 

36 Writer Lessing 
38 Pouch 

40 “Rah!” 

41 Metric measure 
43— Alamos 

45 Big lizard 
47 Of the lower 
back 

51 Gasp for air 

52 Show hosted 
by Alex Trebek 

54 Shoppe 
description 


55 “Alley —” 

16 Not many 

56 Faction 

20 Actor Holbrook 

57 Calendar 

23 “Acid” 

squares 

24 Tic-tac-toe win 

58ICU workers 

25 French 

59 Pianist Myra 

red wine 


27 Decade parts 

DOWN 

(Abbr.) 

1 Karate level 

29 Air safety org. 

2 Skin soother 

30 Firmament 

3 “Woe —I” 

32 Pittsburgh team 

4 Hard work 

34 Runs like a horse 

5 Commuter’s 

37 — Salvador 

cash-on-hand 

39 Brilliant stroke 

6 Quirky 

42 College study 

7 Intimidate, 

44 Big hit 

with “out” 

45 Apple product 

8 Where earth 

46 Big bash 

meets sky 

48 Party cheese 

9 Battery brand 

49 Tosses in 

10 Grate 

50 Deli loaves 

11 Swiss peaks 

53 Long time 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-15 CRYPTOQUIP 


RLU 01 GIDA XYHAIIC YCO 
BSXAMHN XYBASICD DNNG AI 



JN SCDMHNO? JNXYMDN 

ALNU YHN MCONHRHSAANC. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT KID LOVES 
SPIDER-MAN AND BLACK PANTHER, SO AT 
HIS BIRTHDAY PARTY THEY SERVED MARVEL 
CAKE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals M 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Deals 


Italian Open 


Monday 
At Foro Italico 

Purse; Men, $5.85 million (Masters 
1000); Women, $3.8 miiiion (Prer-'—' 
Surface; Ciay-Outdoor 


ce^_Ciay-0 


First Round 

Borna Coric (13), Croatia, def. Felix Au- 
ger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-4. 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Kyle 
Edmund, Britain, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Karen Khachanov (11), Russia, def. 
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, 6-3, 6-7 (l), 6-3. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Pablo 
Carreno Busta, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Laslo Djere, Serbia, def. Mikhail Ku¬ 
kushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-4. 

Casper Ruud, Norway, def. Dan Evans, 
Britain, 7-5, 0-6, 6-3. 

Marco Cecchinato (16), Italy, def. Alex 
de Minaur, Australia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Gael 
Monfils (15), France, 6-3, 6-1. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. John 
Millman, Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Fabio Fognini (10), Italy, def. Jo-Wil- 
fried Tsonga, France, 6-3,6-4. 

Richard Gasquet, France, vs. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 1-6, 6-4, susp., rain. 

Women 
First Round 

Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, def. 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, 6-2, 6-3. 

Katerina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 
def. Wang Qiang (15), China, 1-6, 7-5,6-4. 

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. Le- 
sia Tsurenko, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-2. 

Serena Williams (10), United States, 
def. Rebecca Peterson, Sweden, 6-4, 6-2. 

Garbine Muguruza, Spain, def. Zheng 
Saisai, China, 6-3, 6-4. 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Alison 
Riske, United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Sara 
Errani, Italy, 6-1, 6-0. 

Ajla Tomlj'anovic, Australia, def. Ta¬ 
mara Zidansek, Slovenia, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

Venus Williams, United States, def. 
Elise Mertens, Belgium, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (4). 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Zhang 
Shuai, China, 6-2, 6-1. 

Anett Kontaveit (14), Estonia, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Madison Keys (13), United States, def. 
Polona Fiercog, Slovenia, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Elisabetta Cocciaretto, Italy, 6-3,6-3. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Jas¬ 
mine Paolini, Italy, 6-1, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Nikola Mektic and Franko Skugor (4), 
Croatia, def. Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Ed¬ 
ouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 6-4, 3-6, 
10-3. 

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus (6), New Zealand, def. Alex¬ 
ander and Mischa Zverev, Germany, 7-6 
(2), 6-4. 

Henri Kontinen, Finland, and John 
Peers (8), Australia, def. Radu Albot, 
Moldova, and Nikoioz Basilashvili, Geor¬ 
gia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate 
Pavic (5), Croatia, def. Ben McLachlan, 
Japan, and Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Simone Bolelli and 
Andreas Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 6-4. 

Austin Krajicek, United States, and 
Artem Sitak, New Zealand, def. Borna 
Coric, Croatia, and Grigor Dimitrov, Bul¬ 
garia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah (3), Colombia, def. Rohan Bopanna, 
India, and Dominic Inglot, Britain, 7-6 (5), 

6- 3. 

Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands, and 
Gilles Simon, France, vs. Pablo Carreno 
Busta, Spain, and Joao Sousa, Portugal, 

7- 6 (5), 5-7,10-5. 

Women 
First Round 

Veronika Kudermetova and Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, def. Maria Jose Mar¬ 
tinez Sanchez and Sara Sorribes Tormo, 
Spain, 7-5, 7-6 (5). 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Abigail 
Spears, United States, def. Julia Goerges, 
Germany, and Karolina Pliskova, Czech 
Republic, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4). 

Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Barbora 
Strycova (5), Czech Republic, def. De- 
sirae Krawczyk, United States, and Ma- 
koto Ninomiya, Japan, 6-4, 6-1. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
and Anastasija Sevastova, Latvia, def. 
Irina-Camelia Begu and Mihaela Bu- 
zarnescu, Romania, 6-2,6-4. 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Demi Schuurs (8), Netherlands, def. Ly- 
udmyla Kichenok, Ukraine, and Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, 4-6, 6-4, 10-7. 

Alicja Rosolska, Poland, and Yang Zha- 
oxuan, China, def. Raquel Atawo, United 
States, and Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, 
6-3, 6-3. 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Monmouth 9, Iona 4 
Niagara 9, Siena 7 
Manhattan 15, St. Peter’s 2 

SOUTH 

Gardner-Webb at ETSU, ccd. 

Wake Forest 9, Miami 7 

FAR WEST 

Arizona 14, Sam Houston St. 7 
Loyola Marymount 15, CSU Bakersfield 9 

TOURNAMENTS 

NAIA 

Arizona Christian 5, Jamestown 4 
British Columbia 7, Huntington 5 
Concordia (Neb.) 3, Clarke 1 
Georgetown (Ky.) 6, Indiana Southeast 1 
Madonna 8, Marian (Ind.) 6 
Mobile 5, Baker 4 10 innings 
Olivet Nazerene 9, Jarvis Christian 3 
Talladega 3, Thomas (Ga.) 2 
Union (Ky.) 13, St. Xavier 12 
Webber International 5, Campbells- 
ville2 

York (Neb.) 7, Columbia (Mo.) 6 

NCCAA 

SW Christian 20, Arlington Baptist 0, 5 
innings 


Fight schedule 

May 17 

At Belfast, Northern Ireland, Ryan Bur¬ 
nett vs. Jelbirt Gomera, 12, for the vacant 
WBC International super bantamweight 
title; Marco McCullough vs. Declan Ger- 
aghty, 12, for the vacant IBF European 
super featherweight title. 

At the Montreal Casino, Jonathan Rice 
vs. Arslanbek Makhmudo, 10, for the va¬ 
cant WBC Continental Americas heavy¬ 
weight title; Mathieu Germain vs. Jose 
Eduardo Lopez Rodriguez, 10, for the 
vacant IBF North American super light¬ 
weight title. 

May 18 

Aarhus, Denmark, Mateo Damian Ve- 
ron vs. Lolenga Mock, 12, for the vacant 
IBA World super middleweight title. 

At Lamex Stadium, Stevenage, Eng¬ 
land, Billy Joe Saunders vs. Shefat Isufi, 
12, for the vacant interim WBO super 
middleweight title; Brad Foster vs. Ash¬ 
ley Lane, 12, for Foster’s British and 
Lane’s Commonwealth Junior feather¬ 
weight titles. 

At Glasgow, Scotland, Emmanuel Ro¬ 
driguez vs. Naoya Inoue, 12, for Rodri¬ 
guez’s IBF and Inoue WBA World ban¬ 
tamweight titles (World Boxing Super 
Series semifinals); Ivan Baranchyk vs. 
Josh Taylor, 12, for Baranchyk’s IBF Junior 
welterweight title (World Boxing Super 
Series semifinals). 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Deontay Wilder vs. Dominic Breazeale, 
12, for Wilder’s WBC heavyweight title; 
Gary Russell Jr. vs. Kiko Martinez, 12, for 
Russell’s WBC featherweight title; Juan 
Heraldez vs. Argenis Mendez, 10, ight- 
weights; Deon Nicholson vs. Brian How¬ 
ard, 10, cruiserweights; Robert Alfonso 
vs. lago Kiladze, 10, heavyweights. 

May 19 

At Kobe, Japan, Felix Alvarado vs. 
Reiya Konishi, 12, for Alvarado’s IBF light 
flyweight title; Kenichi Horikawa vs. Ma- 
sashi Tada, 12, for Horikawa’s Japanese 
light flyweight title. 

May 25 

At Osceola Heritage Park, Kissimmee, 
Fla., Masayuki Ito vs. Jamel Herring, 12, 
super featherweight titles; Adam Lo¬ 
pez vs. Jean Carlos Rivera, 10, feather¬ 
weights; Jose Pedraza vs. Antonio Lo- 
zada, 10, lightweights; Jeyvier Contron 
vs. Koki Eto, 10, super bantamweights; 
Adam Lopez vs. Jean Carlos Rivera, 10, 
featherweights. 

At MGM National Harbor, Oxon Hill, 
Md., Oleksandr Usyk vs. Carlos Takam, 
12, heavyweights; Filip Hrgovic vs. Greg 
Corbin, 10, heavyweights; Devin Haney 
vs. Antonio Moran, 10, lightweights. 

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Bi¬ 
loxi, Miss., Austin Trout vs. Terrell Gau- 
sha, 10, super welterweights; Chordale 
Booker vs. Wale Omotoso, 10, super 
welterweights; Carlos Negron vs. Dan¬ 
iel Martz, 10, heavyweights; Ahmed El- 
biali vs Marios Eduardo Simoes, 10, light 
heavyweights. 

May 31 

Thailand, 


At Chonburi, 


_, _, Wanheng 

Menayothin vs. Tatsuya Fukuhara, 12, 
for Menayothin’s WBC World minimum- 
weight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Anthony Joshua vs. Andy Ruiz Jr., 12, 
for Joshua’s IBF/WBA/WBO/IBO heavy¬ 
weight titles; Khalid Yafai vs. Norbelto 
Jimenez, 12, for Yafai’s WBA World super 
flyweight title. 

San Jacinto, Calif., Devon Alexander 
vs. Ivan Redkach, 10, welterweights; 
Hugo Centeno Jr. vs. Willie Monroe Jr., 10, 
middleweights; Onoriode Ehwarieme vs. 
Rodney Hernandez, 10, heavyweights. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Gennady Golovkin vs. Steve Rolls, 12, su¬ 
per middleweights. 

At Riga, Latvia, Mairis Briedis vs. 
Krzysztof Glowacki, 12, for Briedis’ WBC 
Diamond and Glowacki’s WBO cruiser- 
weight title (World Boxing Super Series 
semifinals); Yunier Dorticos vs. Andrew 
Tahiti, 12, cruiserweights (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals). 

At Leeds, England, Josh Warrington 
vs. Kid Galahad, 12, for Warrington’s IBF 
featherweight title; Jason Welborn vs. JJ 
Metcalf, 12, for vacant Commonwealth 
super welterweight title. 


Philadelphia 
D.C. United 
Montreal 
New York City FC 
Atlanta 
Toronto FC 
Columbus 
Chicago 
New York 
Orlando City 
Cincinnati 
New England 


23 23 12 

23 17 11 

20 15 19 

4 1 b 18 15 12 

5 3 2 17 12 8 

5 4 1 16 22 17 

5 7 1 16 12 18 

4 4 4 16 19 13 

4 5 2 14 16 14 

3 5 3 12 13 17 


Los Angeles FC 8 

LA Galaxy 7 

Seattle 6 

Houston 6 

FC Dallas 5 

Minnesota United 4 
Real Salt Lake 4 

Vancouver 3 

San Jose 3 

Portland 3 

Sporting KC 2 

Colorado 


9 2 


27 29 _ 

22 18 16 
22 20 13 
19 17 10 
17 16 14 
15 19 18 
13 15 20 
12 11 14 
11 14 22 
10 13 21 
10 19 19 
2 16 30 


Note; Three points for victory, 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, May 8 
Atlanta 2, Toronto FC 0 
Columbus 3, LA Galaxy 1 
Chicago 5, New England 0 
Montreal 2, New York 1 
Friday, May 10 
Vancouver 1, Portland 0 

Saturday, May 11 
Cincinnati 2, Montreal 1 
New York 3, FC Dallas 1 
Philadelphia 2, Toronto FC 1 
New York City FC 2, LA Galaxy 0 
Los Angeles FC 3, Columbus 0 
New England 3, San Jose 1 
Chicago 2, Minnesota United 0 
Real Salt Lake 3, Colorado 2 
Seattle 1, Houston 0 

Sunday, May 12 
Atlanta 1, Orlando City 0 
D.C. United 1, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Wednesday’s games 
D.C. United at Toronto FC 
Portland at Houston 
Atlanta at Vancouver 
Orlando City at Seattle 

Thursday’s game 
FC Dallas at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday’s games 
New England at Montreal 
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake 
Chicago at San Jose 
Seattle at Philadelphia 
Columbus at Minnesota United 
D.C. United at Houston 
Vancouver at Sporting Kansas City 
Sunday’s games 
Cincinnati at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at FC Dallas 
Atlanta at New York 
Colorado at LA Galaxy 


NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

3 1 1 10 6 6 

3 1 0 9 4 2 

1 8 11 7 

I 8 11 5 

1 8 11 7 


Houston 
Utah 
Chicago 
North Carolina 
Portland 
Washington 
Reign FC 
Sky Blue FC 
Orlando 


0 3 2 

0 5 1 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned 
RHP Jake Newberry, to Omaha (PCL). 
Selected the contract of INF Nicky Lopez 
from Omaha. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Placed RHP 
Luis Garcia. Recalled RHP Taylor Cole 
from Salt Lake (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Recalled RHP 
Tyler Duffey from Rochewster (IL). Op¬ 
tioned OF Jake Cave to Rochester. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned OF 
Mike Tauchman to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). Placed RHP Jonathan Loaisi- 
ga and 3B Miguel Andon the 10-day IL, 
Loaisiga retroactive to Friday. Reinstat¬ 
ed OF Aaron Hicks from the 10-day IL. 
Recalled RHP Chance Adams and LHP 
Nestor Cortes Jr. from Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Designated 
IB Kendrys Morales for assignment. Re¬ 
instated OF/IB Mark Canha from the 10- 
day IL. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned RHP 
Dan Altavilla to Arkansas (TL). Recalled 
RHP Austin Adams from Tacoma (PCL). 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Sent RHP Neraldo 
Catalina to Tampa Bay to complete an 
earlier trade. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Selected the 
contract of INF/OF Jake Elmore from In¬ 
dianapolis (IL). Placed INF Jung Ho Kang 
on the 10-day IL. Transferred RHP James¬ 
on Taillon to the 60-day IL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS - Named 
John Beilein coach and signed him to a 
five-year contract. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Named Frank 
Vogel coach. 

Women’s NBA 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Waived Gs 
Loryn Goodwin and Gabby Green. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released CB 
Ryan Pulley and TE Jerome Washing¬ 
ton. Signed S Tyler Sigler and RB Dontae 
Strickland. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Released TE Jake 
Fisher and RB Keith Ford. Signed TE Lee 
Smith to a three-year contract and TE 
Moral Stephens, DT Quindarius Thagard, 
OL Garrett McGhin and S Abraham Wal¬ 
lace. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Waived OL Tommy 
Doles. Signed TE Jesper Horsted, WR Ri¬ 
ley Ridley, RB Kerrith Whyte Jr. and DB 
Stephen Denmark. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Waived RB 
Devante Mays. Signed RB L.J. Scott. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Waived TE 
Temarrick Hemingway, DL Jaylen John¬ 
son and Cashaud Lyons and OT Brian 
Wallace. Signed DL DeShawn Williams 
and Deyon Sizer, TE Bug Howard and OL 
Nathan Jacobson. 

DETROIT LIONS - Released LB Tre’ 
Williams. Signed LB Juwon Young. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Released WR 
Matthew Eaton. Claimed S Mike Tyson 
off waivers from Houston. Signed G Elg- 
ton Jenkins. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed LB Xavier 
Woodson-Luster. Waived LB Chase Mid¬ 
dleton. 


Note; Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Saturday, May 11 
Washington 3, Sky Blue FC 2 
Houston 2, Utah 1 
Portland 3, Orlando 1 

Sunday, May 12 
Chicago 3, North Carolina 1 
Saturday’s games 
Sky Blue FC at Reign FC 
Portland at Washington 

Sunday’s games 
Utah at North Carolina 
Chicago at Houston 


AP sportlight 


May IS 

1937 — War Admiral, ridden by Charles 
Kurtsinger, battles Pompoon head-to- 
head from the top of the stretch and 
wins the Preakness Stakes by a head. 

1981 — Len Barker of Cleveland pitch¬ 
es the first perfect game in 13 years as 
the Indians beat the Toronto Blue Jays 3- 
0 at Municipal Stadium. 

1998 - Notah Begay III Joins Al Gei- 
berger and Chip Beck as the only players 
to shoot a 59 on a U.S. pro tour. He does it 
at the Nike Old Dominion Open. 

2003 — The three-year championship 
reign of the Los Angeles Lakers ends. Tim 
Duncan has 37 points and 16 rebounds, 
and Tony Parker adds 27 points to help 
the San Antonio Spurs overpower the 
Lakers 110-82 to win the Western Confer¬ 
ence semifinal series 4-2. 

2011 — Finland scores five late goals 
to beat Sweden 6-1 and claim its second 
title at the ice hockey world champion¬ 
ship. The Finns also beat rival Sweden in 
the 1995 final. 

2015 — Stephen Curry scores 32 
points, including a 62-footer to end the 
third quarter, and Golden State advance 
to its first Western Conference finals 
since 1976 by beating Memphis 108-95. 
The Warriors advanced with some of 
the best shooting in the NBA postseason 
since 1985, becoming the first team since 
that year to hit 14 or more 3s in three 
consecutive playoff games. 


World rankings 


Through May 12 

1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Brooks Koepka 

4. Rory Mcliroy 

5. Justin Thomas 

S. Tiger Woods 

7. Francesco Molinari 

S. Bryson DeChambeau 
9. Xander Schauffele 
0. Rickie Fowler 

1. Jon Rahm 

2. Paul Casey 

3. Matt Kuchar 

4. Jason Day 

5. Tony Finau 

6. Tommy Fleetwood 

7. Patrick Cantlay 

8. Bubba Watson 

9. Webb Simpson 
0. Patrick Reed 

1. Louis Oosthuizen 

2. Phil Mickelson 

3. Marc Leishman 

4. Kevin Kisner 

5. Gary Woodland 

6. Sergio Garcia 

7. Adam Scott 

8. Ian Poulter 

9. Cameron Smith 

0. Hideki Matsuyama 

1. Matt Wallace 

2. Alex Noren 

3. Eddie Pepperell 

4. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

5. Keegan Bradley 

6. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

7. Haotong Li 

8. Tyrrell Hatton 

9. Jordan Spieth 
0. Henrik Stenson 

1. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

2. Justin Harding 

3. Billy Horschel 

4. Lucas BJerregaard 

5. Shane Lowry 

6. J.B. Holmes 

7. Kyle Stanley 

8. Branden Grace 

9. Kevin Na 
0. Jim Furyk 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed S Khari 
Willis and CB Marvell Tell III. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Announced 
the retirement of QB EJ Manuel. Signed 
WR Rashard Davis, RB Marcus Marshall, 
TE Jody Fortson, DB Herb Miller and DB 
Andrew Soroh. Claimed OT Zach Gold- 
itch off waivers from Arizona. Waived 
WR Andre Lindsey, WR Sammie Coates, 
DB Leon McQuay, DB Dakar! Moore and 
FB JD Moore. Placed TE Tim Ward on the 
non-football injury list. Placed WR Jamire 
Jordan on injured reserve. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Re-signed 
NT Damion Square to a one-year con- 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed CB Xavien 
Howard to a contract extension through 
the 2024 season. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
OL Calvin Anderson and WR Xavier Ubo- 
si. Signed WR Dontrelle Inman and OL 
Jared Veldheer. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed LB Ryan 
Connelly and WR Darius Slayton. Re¬ 
signed DT John Jenkins. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Signed QB 
Cody Kessler and OL Stefen Wisniewski. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Waived 
OT Israel Helms and WR Malik Taylor. 
Waived/injured TE Isaiah Searight. Re¬ 
leased RB Kerwynn Williams. Signed S 
D’Cota Dixon, LB David Kenney, OT Riley 
Mayfield and WR Spencer Schnell. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived/injured 
DB Hamp Cheevers. Waived DBs Jona¬ 
than Crawford and TaJ-Amir Torres and 
WR Isaac Zico. Agreed to terms with 
TE Parker Hesse, WRs Cody Hollister 
and Joseph Parker and DBs Kareem Orr, 
D’Andre Payne and LaDarius Wiley. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived RB 
Russell Hansbrough, DB Joshua Holsey 
and OT Roubbens Joseph. Signed DE Jon¬ 
athan Bonner, G Jerald Foster, DB Deion 
Harris, DL Austin Maloata and RB Craig 
Reynolds. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed F Niko¬ 
lai Prokhorkin to a one-year, entry-level 
contract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed Fs Fa¬ 
bian Zetterlund and Mikhail Maltsev to 
three-year, entry-level contracts. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLUMBUS CREW - Signed F Gyasi 
Zardes to a multiyear contract exten¬ 
sion. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - An¬ 
nounced Michael Burns has been dis¬ 
missed as general manager. 

COLLEGE 

BROWN — Named Kevin Norman 
men’s swimming and diving coach. 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN - Announced 
the reitrement of softball coach Margo 

IOWA STATE — Announced Junior 
men’s basketball G Javan Johnson is 
transferring from Troy. 

NEW JERSEY CITY - Named Rusty 
Thomsen women’s bowling coach and 
Frank Paris! associate women’s bowling 
coach. 

PENN STATE - Announced the resig¬ 
nation of women’s tennis coach Chris 
Cagle. 

THE CITADEL - Promoted quality 
control coach Bobby Ruff to tackles and 
tight ends coach. 


Regions Tradition 

Champions Tour 
Monday 

At Greystone G&CC 
Birmingham, Aia. 

Purse; $2.4 miiiion 
Yardage; 7,277; Par; 72 
Finai 

S. Strieker, $360,000 68-64-70-68-270 -18 

Billy Andrade, $176,000 68-67-69-72 -276 -12 
Paul Goydos, $176,000 70-67-69-70-276 -12 
David Toms, $176,000 67-67-70-72 -276 -12 

Tom Byrum, $115,200 71-69-66-71-277 -11 

P. Broadhurst, $77,760 73-66-68-72 -279 -9 
Lee Janzen, $77,760 74-66-71-68-279 -9 

B.Langer, $77,760 69-67-68-75-279 -9 

Jeff Maggert, $77,760 69-73-71-66-279 -9 

Willie Wood, $77,760 69-71-70-69-279 -9 

Brandt Jobe, $57,600 71-69-69-71-280 -8 

Steve Flesch, $47,400 75-70-68-68-281 -7 

Jerry Kelly, $47,400 71-70-69-71-281 -7 

Rocco Mediate, $47,400 74-68-71-68-281 -7 
Ian Woosnam, $47,400 72-71-70-68-281 -7 
Woody Austin, $35,080 74-74-67-67-282 -6 
Glen Day, $35,080 64-72-73-73-282 -6 

Tom Lehman, $35,080 73-69-71-69-282 -6 
Shaun Micheel, $35,080 73-68-71-70-282 -6 
Scott Parel, $35,080 71-66-70-75-282 -6 

Kirk Triplett, $35,080 73-67-74-68-282 -6 

Stephen Ames, $25,248 71-71-67-74-283 -5 
Olin Browne, $25,248 71-73-72-67-283 -5 

Dan Forsman, $25,248 71-70-72-70-283 -5 
David Frost, $25,248 73-68-72-70-283 -5 

Retief Goosen, $25,248 74-67-71-71-283 -5 
M. Bradley, $20,880 71-68-71-74-284 -4 

Darren Clarke, $20,880 72-71-71-70-284 -4 
Steve Jones, $20,880 68-73-70-73-284 -4 

Marco Dawson, $18,080 71-69-74-71-285 -3 
Joe Durant, $18,080 74-69-69-73-285 -3 

Joey Sindelar, $18,080 74-66-71-74-285 -3 

T. Armour III, $15,480 76-65-71-74-286 -2 

Gary Hallberg, $15,480 73-65-73-75-286 -2 
Kent Jones, $15,480 72-68-73-73-286 -2 

Billy Mayfair, $15,480 72-68-77-69-286 -2 

M.A. Jimenez, $13,440 68-70-77-72 -287 -1 
K. Sutherland, $13,440 73-72-68-74-287 -1 

D. McKenzie, $12,000 79-67-72-70-288 E 

J.M. Olazabal, $12,000 71-72-73-72 -288 E 
Corey Pavin, $12,000 73-70-73-72 -288 E 

E. Toledo, $12,000 72-72-69-75-288 E 

Bart Bryant, $9,600 74-73-71-71-289 -H 

Mike Goodes, $9,600 70-72-73-74-289 -H 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/AUTO RACING 


Briefly 

Hicks back, Yanks 
put two more on IL 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — No sooner do 
the injury-ravaged Yankees fi¬ 
nally get a player back than two 
more go down. 

On the same day New York 
activated center fielder Aaron 
Hicks for the first time this sea¬ 
son, third baseman Miguel An- 
dujar and right-hander Jonathan 
Loaisiga were placed on the 10- 
day injured list. 

The moves Monday left the 
Yankees with 13 players on the 
IL. They’ve put 17 on the list for 
18 total stints this year — Andu- 
jar now twice because of a small 
labrum tear in his right shoulder. 
Loaisiga, the rotation replace¬ 
ment for injured James Paxton, 
has a strained rotator cuff and 
will be shut down for four weeks. 

Despite all the missing fire¬ 
power, New York (24-16) has re¬ 
ceived outstanding contributions 
from several unheralded fill-ins 
and sits just a half-game behind 
first-place Tampa Bay in the AL 
East. 

Runner-up for 2018 AL Rookie 
of the Year, Andujar initially was 
sidelined from April 1 to May 3. 
He is 3-for-34 since returning 
and is batting .128 overall (6-for- 
47) without an extra-base hit. 

Loaisiga had an MRI on Mon¬ 
day. He was placed on the IL ret¬ 
roactive to Friday. 

The 24-year-old Loaisiga is 1-1 
with a 4.50 ERA in three starts 
and one relief appearance. 

In other baseball news: 

■ Red Sox second baseman 
Dustin Pedroia had his minor 
league injury rehab assignment 
put on hold following a setback 
with a lingering left knee injury. 

Pedroia was scratched from a 
game with Double-A Portland on 
Saturday, and his return from the 
rehab assignment was announced 
Monday. 

The veteran infielder has played 
just nine games over the past two 
seasons since having surgery to 
replace cartilage in his left knee 
after the 2017 season. He was 2- 
for-20 in six games with Boston 
earlier this season. 

■ Dodgers pitcher Julio Urias 
was arrested Monday for investi¬ 
gation of misdemeanor domestic 
battery. 

He was arrested at about 7:30 
p.m. in the parking lot of the Bev¬ 
erly Center shopping mall, Los 
Angeles police spokeswoman 
Norma Eisenman said Tuesday. 
No details were released. 

The Dodgers said in a state¬ 
ment they learned of what hap¬ 
pened Tuesday morning and had 
no immediate comment while 
they were gathering information. 

Lawsuit blames Woods 
for driver’s death 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— The parents of a drunken 
driver who died in a car crash 
last year are suing Tiger Woods. 
They blame the golfer and his 


girlfriend for allowing their son 
to drive home from their Florida 
restaurant while intoxicated. 

The wrongful death lawsuit 
filed Monday says Nicholas F. Im- 
mesberger was served excessive 
amounts of alcohol before the 
Dec. 10 car crash. 

Immesberger worked at The 
Woods restaurant in Jupiter that 
Woods owns. His girlfriend. Erica 
Herman, is general manager. 

The lawsuit says Herman re¬ 
cruited Immesberger as a bar¬ 
tender despite knowing that he 
was an alcoholic. It alleges that 
the restaurant’s employees, man¬ 
agers and owners allowed the 24- 
year-old man to drive after being 
over-served alcohol. 

“It’s very sad,” Woods said 
at the PGA Championship in 
New York on Tuesday. He said it 
was a “terrible night, a terrible 
ending.” 

Giants sign Remmers 
to solidify right side 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N. J. — 
The New York Giants have a new 
right side of their offensive line. 

Two months after acquiring 
right guard Kevin Zeitler in a 
trade with the Cleveland Browns, 
the Giants found a new right tack¬ 
le Tuesday, signing veteran free 
agent Mike Remmers. 

Contract details were not im¬ 
mediately available for the 30- 
year-old, who has started all 71 
regular-season and postseason 
games in which he’s played the 
previous five seasons. 

Remmers spent the previous 
two years with the Vikings, start¬ 
ing all 16 games in 2018 at right 
guard. He also played right tackle 
and left guard during his tenure 
in Minnesota. 

Revolution hire Arena 
as new head coach 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The 
New England Revolution have 
hired five-time MLS Cup winner 
and former US. national coach 
Bruce Arena as its coach and 
sports director. 

Arena succeeds Brad Friedel, 
who was fired as coach last week, 
and Michael Burns, the general 
manager who was dismissed 
Monday. New England is 3-8-2 
and is last in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. Arena is the eighth coach in 
club history. 

The 67-year-old Arena has 
coached 14 seasons in Mqjor 
League Soccer, with a record of 
202-121-89 with the New York 
Red Bulls, D.C. United and L.A. 
Galaxy. He won titles with D.C. 
United in 1996 and 1997 and with 
the Galaxy in 2011, 2012 and 
2014. 

He has had two stints as US. 
national coach and holds the re¬ 
cord for victories with 81. Arena 
also won five NCAA Division I 
championships over 18 seasons at 
Virginia. 



Michael Conroy/AP 

France’s Simon Pagenaud drives through a turn Saturday on his way to winning the Indy GP IndyCar 
road course race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis. 

Commentary 


IndyCar, NASCAR roll 
into showcase month 



CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The most prolific month 
in motorsports arrived with two strong races, with 
IndyCar and NASCAR both opening May with mo¬ 
mentum-grabbing entertaining events that should 
carry the series through their Memorial Day 
showcases. 

Simon Pagenaud, his future with Team Penske 
shaky because of a 21-race losing streak, stalked 
I ■■ five-time IndyCar champion Scott 
I n TnO Dixon in the rain around Indianapolis 
1 4 ^ Motor Speedway in the closing laps of 
US its road course race. Then the French¬ 
man completed a phenomenal late 
pass to win the Grand Prix and prove 
he’s fighting hard for his job. 

Hours later at Kansas Speedway, 
Brad Keselowski closed out one of the 
more entertaining NASCAR races of 
the season with an overtime victory 
that gave team owner Roger Penske 
a sweep of the day. More specifically, 
six different Penske drivers tallied five victories in 
four series spanning nine days to open May — The 
Captain’s favorite time of the year. 

Penske, a 17-time winner of the Indianapolis 500, 
this year celebrates the 50th anniversary of his first 
Indy entry. 

This is a celebratory month for motorsports, a 
time for series to shine leading into the Sunday be¬ 
fore Memorial Day, considered the biggest single 
day of racing in the world. Formula One will scream 
through the streets of Monaco early May 26, then 
IndyCar and “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” 
take the stage at IMS. NASCAR closes the day with 
the Coca-Cola 600, a grueling race of attrition and 
one of the few remaining crown jewel events on the 
schedule. 

The stage is set for IndyCar and NASCAR to daz¬ 
zle a new audience, make new fans, and prove rac¬ 
ing isn’t a dying sport. 

Both series got strong starts with last Saturday’s 
doubleheader, a Pagenaud and Keselowski sweep. 


and the anticipation carried into Tuesday, when In¬ 
dianapolis officially opened for the 500. IndyCar is 
enjoying a resurgence and slow, steady growth in 
both the series and its spotlight event. 

McLaren is entering the 500 as an independent 
entry — the first McLaren at Indy since 1976 — and 
Fernando Alonso, the popular retired Formula One 
champion, is back for a second attempt at winning 
the “Triple Crown.” Oriol Servia was expected to 
become the 36th entrant, which means real bump¬ 
ing in this weekend’s qualifying. Three drivers 
won’t make the 500, and Penske has joined Michael 
Andretti and Chip Ganassi among the heavyweight 
owners wondering if IndyCar’s full-time teams 
should be exempt from bumping. 

A new qualifying format will make for a tense 
Sunday session, all played out live as NBC rehearses 
for the 500 and its first broadcast of one of sports 
television’s true iconic properties. 

NASCAR, meanwhile, has its $1 million All-Star 
event Saturday night at Charlotte Motor Speedway 
and with it comes a chance for the series to string 
together consecutive competitive events. A snoozer 
of a race two weeks ago at Dover created the feeling 
a driver mutiny was looming over a rules package 
that has so far failed to meet expectations. 

NASCAR this season introduced the new package 
in an effort to improve the racing, but many drivers 
warned it wasn’t going to work. The package hasn’t 
been awful, and many of this year’s races have been 
watchable, which is an improvement from last sea¬ 
son. But the package has not lived up to the hype and 
drivers have voiced their frustration. 

Many drivers spent last week complaining NAS¬ 
CAR will not listen to their input and the lousy Dover 
race is the just result. 

But then came Saturday night at Kansas Speed¬ 
way, in cooler temperatures, and the package finally 
delivered a compelling race. The race went to over¬ 
time and the 23 lead changes were one short of the 
total combined lead changes in both Kansas Cup 
races last year. 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Toronto vs. Milwaukee 
Wednesday: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 
9:30 a.ni. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.ni. Saturday CET; 
9:30 a.ni. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Toronto 
Tuesday, May 21: at Toronto 
x-Thursday, May 23: at Milwaukee 
x-Saturday, May 25: at Toronto 
x-Monday, May 27: at Milwaukee 
Western Conference 
Portland vs. Goiden State 
Tuesday: at Golden State 
Thursday: at Golden State 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.ni. Friday CET; 10 a.m. 
Friday JKT. 

Saturday: at Portland 
Monday: at Portland 
x-Wednesday, May 22: at Golden 
State 

x-Friday, May 24: at Portland 
x-Sunday, May 26: at Golden State 

Playoff leaders 

Scoring 


Durant, GOL 
Leonard, TOR 
Harden, HOD 
George, OKC 
Lillard, POR 


FG FTPTS 

11 122 100 376 

12 137 79 382 

11 109 82 348 

5 44 40 143 

12 112 72 341 


JokiC, DEN 
Curry, GOL 
Westbrook, OKC 
DeRozan, SAN 
Williams, LAC 
Mitchell, UTA 
Irving, BOS 
Murray, DEN 
LeVert, BRO 
Siakam, TOR 
Embiid, PHL 
Aldridge, SAN 
Gallinari, LAC 


41 75 .547 

41 75 .547 

55 101 .545 


14 132 66 352 25.1 

12 92 64 291 24.2 

5 40 23 114 22.8 

7 58 38 154 22.0 

6 45 34 130 21.7 

5 36 24 107 21.4 

9 69 36 192 21.3 

14 107 56 298 21.3 

5 36 21 105 21.0 

12 97 38 249 20.8 

11 68 74 222 20.2 

7 55 27 140 20.0 

6 39 28 119 19.8 

FG Percentage 

FG FGA PCT 
Harrell, LAC 46 63 .730 

Adams, OKC 28 42 .667 

Favors, UTA 23 36 .639 

Simmons, PHL 72 116 .621 

Allen, BRO 19 32 .594 

Gobert, UTA 19 32 .594 

Capela, HOU 
Hill, MIL 
White, SAN 
Iguodala, GOL 

F 

Drummond, DET 
JokiC, DEN 
Antetokounmpo, 

Kanter, POR 
Embiid, PHL 
Capela, HOU 
Gobert, UTA 
Aldridge, SAN 
Green, GOL 
Harris, PHL 

Westbrook, OKC 
Rubio, UTA 
JokiC, DEN 
Green, GOL 
Williams, LAC 
Lowry, TOR 
Irving, BOS 
Jackson, DET 4 28 7.0 

Harden, HOU 11 73 6.6 

Lillard, POR 12 72 6.0 

Calendar 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-15 — Conference finals begin. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 

May 30 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 10 — NBA Draft early entry en¬ 
trant withdrawal deadline (5 p.m. EDT). 

June 16 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 20 - NBA Draft. 

July 5-15 — NBA Summer League, Las 


G OFF DEF TOT AVG 

4 20 32 52 13.0 

14 54 128 182 13.0 

MIL 9 19 83 102 11.3 

12 43 83 126 10.5 

11 21 94 115 10.5 

11 41 72 113 10.3 

5 23 28 51 10.2 

7 19 48 67 9.6 

12 28 83 111 9.2 

12 12 98 110 9.2 

Assists 

G AST AVG 

5 53 10.6 

5 43 8.6 


12 85 7.1 



Carrie Antlfinger/AP 

Milwaukee shows its support for the Bucks with a sign over the Milwaukee River in downtown Milwaukee last week. The team’s playoff run 
has the city buzzing with anticipation that the team has a chance to win its first title since 1971. 


Best: ‘The best Wisconsin sports has ever been’ 



FROM BACK PAGE 

and Marc Lasry, two hedge fund 
managers from New York, and 
said it paralleled the Selig fam¬ 
ily’s sale of the Brewers to Los 
Angeles investor Mark Attanasio 
in 2005. 

“In both cases the locals were 
skeptical whether we should trust 
these guys — whether they’re 
buying the team to move the 
team,” Olson said. “As it turns 
out, they’ve been really good 
stewards of these franchises.” 

Leading the Bucks’ resurgence 
is MVP candidate Giannis Ante¬ 
tokounmpo, a fan favorite and a 
source of pride for Milwaukee’s 
Greek community. Antetok¬ 
ounmpo was born in Athens, 
Greece. He is just 24. 

“It’s important for the Greek 
community to be able to gather 
together as a unit and celebrate 
him. And he in turn celebrates 
us,” said Tim Stasinoulias, 61, a 
Bucks fan since the team came to 
Milwaukee in 1968. 

The Bucks host an annual 
“Greek Night” event where fans 
get a Q&A session with Antetok¬ 
ounmpo. Since his arrival in Mil¬ 
waukee in 2013, Antetokounmpo’s 
been known to sing the Greek 
national anthem during those 
events. 

“It’s a bit of a renaissance in 
Milwaukee sports, just in gen¬ 
eral with the success recently of 
the Brewers and now we have the 
Bucks,” said Stasinoulias. “Who 


would have thought that the Pack¬ 
ers would be third on the totem 
pole at this point?” 

Rather than ranking each 
team’s success, others take an¬ 
other view. 

“This is the best Wisconsin 
sports has ever been as a whole,” 
said Steven Slack, 35, a resident 
of Sun Prairie who was waiting 
for the game outside the arena. 

“We’ve never had three teams 
actually in contention before si¬ 
multaneously. Because we have, 
we literally have the MVP in all 
three leagues,” he said, refer¬ 
ring to reigning National League 
MVP Christian Yelich, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo’s potential to win it this 
year, and Aaron Rodgers, the 
Packers quarterback who has 
won two MVPs and is in frequent 
contention. 

The Bucks’ success is also a 
financial boon for the city. Each 
playoff game is estimated to have 
a $3 million economic impact on 
downtown businesses — every¬ 
thing from hotels to transportation 
and food and beverage, according 
to Visit Milwaukee, an agency 
that promotes tourism to the city. 
It only helps that the Bucks are 
playing in their new half-billion- 
dollar arena for the first time this 
year, attracting dedicated and ca¬ 
sual fans alike to the restaurants 
and bars in the plaza outside the 
stadium. Taxpayers contributed 
about $250 million to the arena’s 
construction. 


Away from the arena, the city 
has been expressing its pride 
for the team, too, with buses and 
streetcars flashing “Fear the 
Deer” and “Go Bucks” on their 
digital displays. The city’s Pub¬ 
lic Market has a banner under 
its name with the same phrase, 
which is the team’s rallying 
cry. Billboards on the highway 
are counting down the number 
of victories needed to win the 
championship. 


Long-time season-ticket holder 
Rod Johnson, 55, went to games 
with his father back when tick¬ 
ets cost $5 and the Bucks played 
in what was called the MECCA 
Arena. He saw Abdul-Jabbar play 
and remembers the 1971 champi¬ 
onship season. 

It’s been an agonizing wait for 
another title. 

“We’re hoping for one more 
now,” he said. “This could be the 
year.” 
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MLB 


Ohtani hits first 
homer of season 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — One week 
into Shohei Ohtani’s return to the 
Los Angeles Angels, the lineup is 
looking sharp. 

Minnesota ace Jose Berrios 
bore the brunt of their batting 
success on Monday night. 

Ohtani hit his first home run 
of the season, a towering two-run 
shot in the third inning against 
Berrios, and Tommy La Stella hit 
the go-ahead homer in the sixth 
to give the Angels a 5-4 victory 
over the Twins. 

“I’ve been hitting the ball in the 
air recently,” Ohtani said through 
an interpreter. “I think it showed 
today that I’m improving.” 

The Angels are 5-2 on this 
nine-game trip that started with 
Ohtani’s 2019 debut following 
Tommy John elbow surgery that 
has shelved the two-way Japa¬ 
nese sensation’s pitching prowess 
for now. 

“We’ve been waiting to get him 
back. You see how different the 
lineup is when he’s in there, and 
hopefully he’s starting to get his 
timing,” La Stella said. 

Ohtani reached base on four of 
his five plate appearances. His 
429-foot drive off the videoboard 
facade beneath the second deck 
in left-center field was the high¬ 
light of the three-run, five-hit 
third. The AL Rookie of the Year 
homered 22 times in 326 at-bats 
in 2018. 

“We all know the power’s there, 
and that was a no-doubter to the 
opposite field,” Angels manager 
Brad Ausmus said. “You don’t 
see a lot of balls hit the other way 
from many people in this game 
that way.” 

La Stella hit his team-leading 
10th homer of the season, in 36 
games, and went 3-for-5. The 30- 
year-old second baseman, who 
came to the Angels in a largely 
unnoticed trade with the Chicago 
Cubs, had 10 home runs in 396 
mgjor league games entering this 
season. 

Just as impressive as the power 
was the way the Angels continu¬ 
ally beat the shifts employed by 
the Twins. Albert Pujols, who 
went 3-for-5, poked a single off 
an 0-2 curveball past the glove 
of Berrios (6-2) and through the 
empty right side of the infield in 
the fifth for a 4-2 lead. 

Jorge Polanco and Marwin 
Gonzalez each hit two-run homers 
off Angels starter Tyler Skaggs 
(4-3), but the Twins weren’t able 
to overcome this uncharacteris¬ 
tic vulnerability by their All-Star 
right-hander. 

“Today was one of those days 
where the ball found open spaces 
against us, and that’s just part of 
the game,” said Berrios, who gave 
up five runs and a career-high 12 
hits in 5% innings, his shortest 
start of the year, while walking 
three. He induced two groundball 
double plays. 

Mariners 6, Athletics 5 (10): 

Domingo Santana hit a tying two- 



JiM Mone/AP 


The Angels’ Shohei Ohtani 
follows through on a two-run 
home run off Twins pitcher Jose 
Berrios during the third inning 
Monday in Minneapolis. 

out RBI double in the bottom of 
the 10th inning and scored the 
winning run on Omar Narvaez’s 
single as host Seattle rallied past 
Oakland. 

Ramon Laureano hit a solo 
home run with two outs in the top 
of the 10th, the last of Oakland’s 
five solo homers, to give the A’s 
the lead. But Seattle had one rally 
left, all of it coming with two outs 
against Joakim Soria (1-3). 

White Sox 5, Indians 2: Yoan 
Moncada hit two of Chicago’s four 
solo homers and Reynaldo Lopez 
pitched 7% effective innings in a 
win over visiting Cleveland. 

Jose Abreu and Welington Cas¬ 
tillo also connected for Chicago, 
which earned its third straight 
win. 

Astros 8, Tigers 1: Aledmys 
Diaz, Robinson Chirinos, Jake 
Marisnick and Alex Bregman 
homered for visiting Houston, 
which extended its winning 
streak to six games with the win. 

Brad Peacock (4-2) allowed a 
run and three hits in five innings 
for Houston, which has won nine 
of its last 10 games. The AL West¬ 
leading Astros knocked Matthew 
Boyd (4-3) out of the game in four 
innings, the shortest start of the 
season for the Detroit lefty. He al¬ 
lowed three runs and five hits and 
threw 96 pitches. 

Phillies 7 , Brewers 4: J.T. 
Realmuto doubled in the go- 
ahead run in the seventh inning, 
Cesar Hernandez hit a two-run 
homer and host Philadelphia beat 
Milwaukee. 

Lorenzo Cain had a career- 
high five hits and Mike Mousta- 
kas homered for Milwaukee. 

Bryce Harper struck out three 
times and was hitless in four at- 
bats. He made a diving catch with 
two outs, the bases loaded and the 
score tied in the seventh. 

Diamondbacks 9, pirates 
3: Eduardo Escobar homered, 
tripled and drove in three runs, 
Christian Walker also went deep 
and host Arizona cruised. 

Robbie Ray (3-1) allowed one 
earned run and six hits over five 
innings. He recorded his 800th 
career strikeout when he fanned 
Pirates pitcher Nick Kingham (1- 
1) to end the top of the fourth. 


Scoreboard 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Tampa Bay 24 15 

New York 24 16 

Boston 22 19 

Toronto 16 24 

Baltimore 14 26 

Centrai Division 
Minnesota 25 15 

Cleveland 21 19 

Chicago 19 21 

Detroit 18 21 

Kansas City 14 27 

West Division 
Houston 27 15 

Los Angeies 20 21 

Seattle 21 23 

Texas 17 21 

Oakland 19 24 .442 8V2 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 24 16 .600 - 

Atlanta 21 20 .512 SVi 

New York 19 20 .487 4'/2 

Washington 16 24 .400 8 

Miami 10 29 .256 UVi 

Central Division 

Chicago 24 14 .632 - 

Milwaukee 24 19 .558 2V2 

St. Louis 22 19 .537 3 V 2 

Pittsburgh 20 18 .526 4 

Cincinnati 18 23 .439 7'/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 27 16 .628 - 

Arizona 23 19 .548 3'/2 

San Diego 22 19 .537 4 

Colorado 19 21 .475 6'/2 

San Francisco 17 23 .425 8'/2 

Monday’s games 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, ppd. 
Houston 8, Detroit 1 
L.A. Angels 5, Minnesota 4 
Chicago White Sox 5, Cleveland 2 
Seattle 6, Oakland 5,10 innings 
Philadelphia 7, Milwaukee 4 
Arizona 9, Pittsburgh 3 

Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees 
Colorado at Boston 
Houston at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
L.A. Angels at Minnesota 
Texas at Kansas City 
Toronto at San Francisco 
Oakland at Seattle 
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Mets at Washington 
St. Louis at Atlanta 
Pittsburgh at Arizona 
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers 

Wednesday’s games 
L.A. Angels (Cahill 2-3) at Minnesota 
(Odorizzi 5-2) 

Baltimore (Straily 1-3) at N.Y. Yankees 
(German 7-1) 

Toronto (TBD) at San Francisco (TBD) 
Baltimore (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (TBD) 
Colorado (Marquez 4-2) at Boston (Ro¬ 
driguez 4-2) 

Houston (Verlander 6-1) at Detroit 
(TBD) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at Miami (Urena 1- 
5) 

Texas (Minor 3-3) at Kansas City (Lo¬ 
pez 0-4) 

Pittsburgh (Archer 1-2) at Arizona 
(Greinke 5-1) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 2-3) at Cincin¬ 
nati (Gray 0-4) 

Milwaukee (Gonzalez 1-0) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Arrieta 4-3) 

N.Y. Mets (Font 1-0) at Washington 
(Corbin 3-1) 

St. Louis (Wacha 3-0) at Atlanta (So¬ 
roka 3-1) 

San Diego (Strahm 1-2) at L.A. Dodg¬ 
ers (Maeda4-2) 

Monday 

Mariners 6, Athletics 5 (10) 

Oakland Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 6 0 10 Hanigercf 4 111 

Pinder2b 3 0 10 J.Crwfrss 5 10 0 

Profar ph-2b 0 0 0 0 Encrnco lb 4 1 0 0 

M.ChpmnSb 4 0 0 0 Vgibachdh 3 113 

K.Davisdh 4 2 2 2 DGrdn pr-dhO 10 0 

Pscotty rf 5 0 10 Do.Sntn If 3 111 

Hundley c 0 0 0 0 Narvaez c 5 0 2 1 

Canhalf-rf 5 111 Bruce rf 3 0 10 

M.OIsonlb 4 111 Healy3b 4 0 10 

Lureano cf 5 111 Long 2b 4 0 0 0 

Phegleyc 3 0 10 

Grssman ph-lfl 0 10 

Totals 40 510 5 Totals 35 6 7 6 

Oakland 010 001 110 1-5 

Seattle 100 000 030 2-6 

E-Healy (8), Fiers (1). DP-Oakland 1. 
LOB-Oakland 11, Seattle 7. 2B-Gross- 
man (5), Do.Santana (11). HR-K.Davis 
2 (12), Canha (3), M.OIson (2), Laureano 
(5), Haniger (10), Vogelbach (10). SB- 

D.Gordon (11). CS—Canha (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Fiers 5 2 113 4 

Petit H,3 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Trivino BS,2 1 2 3 3 2 0 

Soria L,1-3 1% 2 2 2 1 3 

Seattle 

Kikuchi 6 5 3 3 2 5 

Gearrin 1 2 0 0 0 2 

Adams 1 11113 

Brennan W,2-2 2 2 1 1 3 1 

Kikuchi pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP-by Fiers (Santana). WP-Trivino. 
T-3:47. A-12,520 (47,943). 


Diamondbacks 9, Pirates 3 

Pittsburgh Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Frzer2b 5 12 0 J.Dyson cf-rf 5 2 2 0 

S. Martecf 5 13 0 E.Escbr3b 5 2 3 3 

Me.Cbrrrf 5 12 1 D.PrItalf 4 12 2 
Bell lb 4 0 2 1 A.Jonesrf 4 0 10 

B. RynIdlf 5 0 2 1 Sherfy p 0 0 0 0 

Crvellic 5 0 0 0 J.Mrphyph 10 0 0 

Newmn3b-ss 4 0 10 A.Brdlyp 0 0 0 0 

C. Tckerss 3 0 0 0 KMrte2b-cf5 0 1 1 

C.HImesp 0 0 0 0 C.WIkerlb 4 2 2 1 

Moran ph 1 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 10 0 

DuRapaup 0 0 0 0 A.Avilac 2 12 1 

Kingham p 1000 Rayp 0000 
Felizp 0 0 0 0 Swihartph 10 0 0 

Elmore 3b 2 0 10 Andrese p 0 0 0 0 

Flores 2b 10 0 0 
Totals 40 313 3 Totals 35 913 8 
Pittsburgh 200 000 001-3 

Arizona 231 110 lOx-9 

E-C.Walker (3). DP-Arizona 1. LOB- 

Pittsburgh 12, Arizona 8.2B—Me.Cabrera 

(7) , D.Peralta (16), K.Marte (8), C.Walker 
(15), A.Avila (2). 3B-S.Marte (2), 

E. Escobar (2). HR-E.Escobar(8), C.Walker 

(8) . SB-J.Dyson 2 (9). S-Ray 2 (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Kingham L,l-1 4 10 7 7 1 2 

Feliz 1 11112 

Holmes 2 1112 1 

DuRapau 1 10002 

Arizona 

Ray W,3-1 5 6 2 1 2 6 

Andriese 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sherfy 2 4 0 0 0 5 

Bradley 1 3 110 2 

T-3:27. A-15,418 (48,519). 

Phillies 7, Brewers 4 

Milwaukee Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cain cf 6 15 1 MeCtehn If 5 0 2 0 

Yelichrf 3 111 Segura ss 5 110 

Mstakas2b 4 111 B.Hrperrf 4 0 0 0 

Grandalc 5 0 11 Hoskins lb 4 0 10 

Thames lb 3 0 0 0 Ralmutoc 3 2 2 1 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 C.Hrnan2b 3 3 2 2 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 4 0 12 

H.Perez If 1 0 0 0 Franco 3b 4 12 0 

T. Shaw3b 3 0 0 0 Nolap 10 0 1 

Arciass 3 0 10 A.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

F. PrItap 2 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 10 0 0 

Braun ph 10 10 Nicasiop 0 0 0 0 

Jffressp 0 0 0 0 J.AIvrzp 0 0 0 0 

Aguilar lb 2 0 10 Knapp ph 10 0 0 

Gamellf 4 110 Dmingez p 0 0 0 0 

Ju.Grrap 0 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

J.Brnesp 0 0 0 0 Gsselin ph 10 0 0 

Pinaph 1 0 0 0 Neshekp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 412 4 Totals 36 711 6 

Milwaukee 201 100 000-4 

Philadelphia 020 020 30x-7 

E-C.Hernandez (5), Thames (2). DP- 

Milwaukee 1, Philadelphia 1. LOB—Mil¬ 
waukee 15, Philadelphia 7. 2B—Cain 2 
(12), Yelich (6), Realmuto (9), O.Herrera 

(9) . 3B-Grandal (1). HR-Moustakas (10), 
C.Hernandez (4). SB—Cain (4), Yelich (8), 
Arcia(l), Segura (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Peralta 4 7 2 1 0 5 

Jeffress L,0-1 1 12 2 13 

Albers 1 1110 1 

Claudio '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Guerra % 2 2 2 1 1 

Barnes 1 0 0 0 0 1 


3 3 3 3 
112 1 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 12 
0 0 11 


Nola 

Nicasio 
Alvarez 
Dominguez 
Morgan W,2-l 

Neshek S,2-2 i i u u u u 

Albers pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
WP-Peralta, Albers. T-3:57. A-26,169 
(43,647). 

Angeis 5, Twins 4 

Los Angeles Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LStlla2b 5 2 3 1 Garverdh 4 10 0 

Cozart3b 0 0 0 0 J.PIncoss 5 12 2 

Trout cf 5 13 0 C.Cron lb 3 10 0 

Ohtani dh 3 12 2 E.Rsrio If 4 0 2 0 

Simmons ss 4 110 M.Gnzlrf-3b4 112 
Pujols lb 5 0 3 1 Astdllo3b 4 0 10 

K.CIhunrf 5 0 2 0 Shooppr-2b0 0 0 0 

K.Smithc 4 0 10 Adranza2b 2 0 0 0 
Goodwin If 4 0 0 0 Kepler ph-rfl 0 0 0 

Fltcher3b-2b4 0 0 0 J.Cstroc 4 0 0 0 

Buxtoncf 4010 
Totals 39 515 4 Totals 35 4 7 4 
Los Angeles 003 011 000-5 

Minnesota 200 020 000-4 

E—Ma.Gonzalez (3), Pujols (1). DP— 
Minnesota 3. LOB—Los Angeles 10, Min¬ 
nesota 8.2B—K.Calhoun (8), Astudillo(6). 
HR-La Stella (10), Ohtani (1), J.Polanco 
(8), Ma.Gonzalez (4). SB—Simmons (5), 
K.Smith (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Skaggs W,4-3 5 5 4 4 3 5 

Anderson H,2 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Buttrey H,8 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Robles S,4-4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Minnesota 

Berrios L,6-2 51^ 12 5 5 3 3 

Magill '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

May 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Rogers 2 2 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Buttrey (Cron). WP-Skaggs. 
T-3:14. A-21,359 (38,649). 



Ted S. Warren/AP 


Mariners closing pitcher 
Brandon Brennan, right, 
celebrates with Omar Narvaez 
after Narvaez hit a walk-off RBI 
single to score Domingo Santana 
during the 10th inning Monday 
against the Oakland Athletics in 
Seattle. The Mariners won 6-5. 


White Sox 5, Indians 2 

Cleveland Chicago 

■ r h bi 


Kipnis2b 
C.Sntna lb 
C.Gnzal If 
Ramirez 3b 
Bauersdh 
Luplow rf 
L.Mrtin cf 
Plwecki c 


hbi 


1 2 2 Tilsoncf 

3 0 0 0 Moncada 3b4 2 3 2 

4 0 0 0 J.Abreu lb 4 111 

4 0 0 0 Y.AInsodh 4 0 0 0 

4 0 0 0 Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 

3 0 0 0 DImnicolf 3 0 0 0 

3 0 0 0 W.Cstllc 3 2 2 1 

2 10 0 Y.Sanch2b 3 0 2 1 

3 0 0 0 Cordell rf 3 0 10 

Totals 28 2 2 2 Totals 32 5 9 5 
Cleveland 101 000 000-2 

Chicago 111 001 lOx-5 

E-W.Castillo (3). LOB-Cleveland 3, 
Chicago 3. 2B-W.Castillo (3), Y.Sanchez 
(4). HR-Lindor (5), Moncada 2 (9), 

J.Abreu (10), W.Castillo (3). SB-Lindor 
(4), LMartin (3). SF-Lindor (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Bieber L,2-2 6'/3 7 5 5 0 6 

Olson % 2 0 0 0 0 

Clippard 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Chicago 

Lopez W,3-4 PA 2 2 12 6 

Bummer H,2 'AO 0 0 10 

ColomeS,8-8 1 0 0 0 0 0 

T.OIson pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th WP-Clippard. T-2:28. A-16,471 

(40,615). 


Astros 8, Tigers 1 

Houston Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 5 12 1 Goodrumlb4 0 0 0 
Bregman dh 5 112 C.StwrtIf 2 0 0 0 
Brntleylf 5 0 2 0 Cstllnsrf 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 5 0 10 Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 0 0 

Gurriel3b 4 0 0 0 Ro.Rdriss 3 0 2 0 

A.Diaz2b 4 12 1 Cndlrio3b 4 110 
White lb 3 10 0 J.Hrrsn2b 4 0 2 0 

R.Chrnsc 2 2 12 Greiner c 3 0 0 1 

Mrsnickef 3 2 2 2 J.Jonescf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 36 811 8 Totals 30 1 5 1 

Houston 030 000 203-8 

Detroit 000 100 000-1 

DP—Houston 1, Detroit 1. LOB— 

Houston 5, Detroit 9. 2B—Correa (12), 
J.Harrison (5). HR—Bregman (13), A.Diaz 
(4), R.Chirinos (6), Marisnick (4). SB- 
Marisnick (3), Ro.Rodriguez (2). CS— 
R.Chirinos (1). SF-Greiner (1). 

Houston IP H R ER BB SO 

Peacock W,4-2 5 3 1 1 4 3 

Rondon H,6 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Harris 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Pressly 1 1 0 0 0 2 

James 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Detroit 

Boyd L,4-3 4 5 3 3 2 2 

Reininger 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Alcantara 1 3 2 2 1 1 

Garrett 2 3 3 3 0 0 

HBP-by Garrett (Marisnick). T-3:03. 
A-15,086 (41,297). 


Caiendar 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting. New 
York. 

June 29-30 — New York Yankees vs. 
Boston at London. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 9 — All-Star Game at Cleveland. 

July 21— Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 
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PREAKNESS 


Several parties duel over Pimlico's future 



Matt Slocum/AP 


The future of Pimlico has turned into a tug of war involving city officials, who want it to stay in Baltimore, and the owners of the 
track, who long to move the second jewel of the Triple Crown to nearby Laurel. 


By David Ginsburg 
Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Aptly nicknamed Old 
Hilltop, antiquated Pimlico Race Course 
has finally reached the point where its il¬ 
lustrious past might not be enough to as¬ 
sure a vibrant future. 

The 144th Preakness will be run Satur¬ 
day at Pimlico, and will be back next year, 
too. After that, well, nobody can predict the 
fate of a track where Man o’ War, Seabis- 
cuit. Secretariat and many others pranced 
to the winner’s circle. There continues to 
be a push to have Laurel Park host the sec¬ 
ond leg of the Triple Crown. 

Pimlico is in need of a mqjor overhaul, 
and Baltimore city officials, the owners of 
the track and many trainers disagree on 
whether it’s smart to spend nearly a half¬ 
billion dollars in upgrades. But while they 
are haggling, the track continues to fall 
into further disarray. 

Citing the “safety and security of all 
guests and employees,” the Maryland 
Jockey Club closed off 6,670 seats in the 
Pimlico grandstand last month. Many of 
the barns are dilapidated, and no amount 
of paint can mask the decrepit facade. It’s 
not a good look for horse racing, which is 
reeling from horse deaths, a historical 
Kentucky Derby disqualification and no 
Derby winner in the Preakness for the 
first time in 23 years. 

Despite Pimlico’s problems, the histori¬ 
cal landmark still has its supporters. 

“The Preakness belongs to Baltimore, 
and we’re going to do everything we can 
to make sure Preakness stays right here,” 
said new Baltimore mayor Bernard C. 
“Jack” Young, who’s seeking state funding 
to redevelop Pimlico and the surrounding 
Park Heights neighborhood. 

Meanwhile, the Stronach Group — 
which owns Pimlico and Laurel Park, as 
well as a training facility in Bowie, Md., 
and California tracks Santa Anita Park 
and Gulfstream — believes turning Laurel 
Park into a state-of-the-art facility worthy 
of hosting the Preakness is a better option. 

Located just 27 miles southwest of Pim¬ 


lico, Laurel Park already gets the lion’s 
share of racing dates in Maryland — 168 
to 12 for Pimlico — and the owners believe 
it’s time for Maryland to choose one track 
or the other. 

“Both of the facilities need pretty sub¬ 
stantial upgrades in order to be competi¬ 
tive in sports entertainment,” Bill Hecht, 
CEO and president of the Stronach Group, 
told The Associated Press. “We just don’t 
see there being any state, city or private 


interest in fully upgrading two. It’s clear to 
us that the cost of the upgrades is not com¬ 
parable. It’s approximately $80-100 million 
at Laurel.” 

Opened in 1870, Pimlico is the second- 
oldest track in America behind iconic Sara¬ 
toga in upstate New York. Pimlico hosted 
the first Preakness Stakes in 1873 and has 
been the annual home of the second jewel 
of the Triple Crown since 1909. It’s going to 
take an estimated $425 million to rebuild 


the facility and infrastructure, according 
to a study released last year by the Mary¬ 
land Stadium Authority. 

State officials have also weighed in on 
the matter. 

Said Gov. Larry Hogan: “There’s a dis¬ 
cussion going on, but nobody has reached 
a consensus on what to do about it. It’s an 
ongoing, long debate.” 

AP sports writer Stephen Whyno and AP writer 
David McFadden contributed to this report. 



Mark Blinch, The Canadian Press/AP 

Magna International founder Frank Stronach, center, poses with 
Holy Helena, right, after winning the Queen’s Plate horse race at 
Woodbine Race Track in Toronto on July 2, 2017. 


Stronachs at center of racing 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

The Stronach Group isn’t well 
known outside of horse racing. 

That distinction goes to the 
likes of modern Triple Crown 
winners American Pharoah and 
Justify, trainer Bob Baffert and 
legends of the past, including Sec¬ 
retariat and Seattle Slew. 

But few — if any — have had 
a bigger impact on the sport in 
recent years than the Stronach 
Group, led by Frank Stronach, 
Belinda Stronach and Tim Ritvo. 
They’re the movers and shakers 
of the Canadian-based company 
that has recently been at the cen¬ 
ter of much of the good, the bad 
and the ugly of horse racing. 

“No question the Stronach 
Group and the Stronach family 
invest in horse racing,” National 
Thoroughbred Racing Associa¬ 
tion president and CEO Alex Wal¬ 
drop said. “They do invest heavily 
in the business, and you’ve got to 
acknowledge that and thank them 
for that.” 

And blame them at times. 


They own seven U.S. tracks, 
are credited for saving the in¬ 
dustry in Maryland, boosted the 
sport in Florida and establish¬ 
ing the richest horse race in the 
world. They’re also the subject 
of multiple family lawsuits, an 
ongoing quarrel over the future 
of the Preakness that’s again the 
conversation with the race com¬ 
ing up this week, and own Santa 
Anita Park, which was the site 
of 23 horse deaths over a span of 
three months. 

But love them or loathe them, 
it’s fair to say horse racing 
wouldn’t be where it is right now 
without the Stronach Group. 

Before the disqualification of 
Maximum Security in the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby, the fatalities at 
Santa Anita dealt another blow 
to horse racing’s reputation and 
put the Stronach Group under the 
microscope. East Coast officials 
criticized the Stronach Group for 
being slow to react and institute 
reforms. 

Waldrop praised the Stronach 
Group and horsemen in Califor¬ 


nia for getting the situation under 
control. There’s considerable de¬ 
bate over how the aftermath was 
handled and changes implement¬ 
ed, but Stronach Group execu¬ 
tives did it their way. 

The Stronach Group’s finger¬ 
prints are all over the sport. 

Austrian-Canadian billionaire 
Frank Stronach made his money 
in auto parts and wanted to put it 
into horse racing. It was his idea 
in 2016 to launch the Pegasus 
World Cup at Gulfstream Park 
in Florida, which now has the 
biggest purse in the world at $16 
million. 

“Frank is the only man that’s 
invested his life earnings in rac¬ 
ing,” longtime Maryland-based 
owner and trainer Linda Gaudet 
said. “Nobody can criticize him 
for that because nobody else 
wants to do that. There’s nobody 
out there that will do that. No¬ 
body’s going to fix a racetrack, 
build a racetrack.” 

AP sports writer David Ginsburg, Mid- 
Atiantic news reporter David McFadden 
and The Canadian Press contributed 
to report. 
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PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 


Thomas out with wrist injury 

By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 


FARMINGDALE, N.Y. — Justin Thomas 
withdrew from the PGA Championship on 
Monday, saying he was not willing to risk 
more pain in his right wrist by returning 
before it’s fully healed. 

Thomas, who won the PGA Champion¬ 
ship two years ago at Quail Hollow, will 
miss a m^or for the first time since his 
rookie season in 2015. 

He is dealing with a bone bruise first 
suffered in the Honda Classic when he 
intentionally struck a tree on his follow- 
through. He felt he aggravated it during 
the final round of the Masters, though he 
said it wasn’t on any particular shot. 

“I’ve seen too many people come back 
too early,” Thomas said from his home in 


Jupiter, Fla. “I plan on doing this success¬ 
fully for a long time, and I don’t want a 
dumb decision to set me back.” 

He said he could have played the PGA 
Championship this week at Bethpage 
Black, but without guaranteeing there 
wouldn’t be a setback. 

Thomas, the No. 5 player in the world, 
was replaced by Kelly Kraft. 

Thomas tied for 12th at the Masters, 
where he made a hole-in-one on the 16th 
hole in the final round. He had not hit balls 
since then and withdrew from the Wells 
Fargo Championship two weeks ago to give 
his wrist every chance to heal. 

He started hitting 50 balls a day over the 
weekend and was up to a 5-iron on Sunday. 
His plan was to try a driver on Monday, 
play a full 18 holes at home on Tuesday and 
then fly up to Bethpage on Wednesday. 


“It hurt on a couple of shots and I felt like 
it wasn’t worth it,” he said. 

Thomas believes if his club had snapped 
in half when he hit the tree at Honda that 
he would have been fine, but that he felt 
a shock up his right arm when it didn’t 
break. 

“I guess I should have chipped out,” 
he said with a laugh. “I still made bogey, 
which is worse.” 

He did not know when he would return 
and has not ruled out Colonial next week, 
depending on how his wrist reacts to rest 
and rehab. He also has the Memorial on 
his schedule, and the next mgjor is June 
13-16 at Pebble Beach for the U.S. Open. 

In the meantime, he is doing plenty of 
putting, but not much else. 

“I figured out there’s not a lot do in South 
Florida if you don’t play golf,” he said. 



Chris Carlson/AP 


Justin Thomas will miss his first major 
since his rookie season in 2015. Thomas 
said he is still not fully recovered from 
a bone bruise he sustained during the 
Honda Classic, then aggravated during 
the Masters. 


Bundle up: Bethpage prep begins in cold, rain 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


Xander Schauffele picks his ball out of the rough on the fourth hole during a practice round for the PGA 
Championship on Monday at Bethpage Black in Farmingdale, N.Y. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

FARMINGDALE, N.Y. —Matt 
Kuchar is playing his 54th m^or 
championship and realized some¬ 
thing new as he walked off the 
18th green at Bethpage Black. 

“I think this is the first time 
I’ve worn a beanie at the PGA 
Championship,” he said Monday. 

He wasn’t alone. 

Tiger Woods was layered in 
clothing for an early nine holes 
of practice to beat the rain, with 
a knit beanie over his cap. From 
a distance, it was hard to distin¬ 
guish between tour pros and club 
pros, m^or champions and m^or 
rookies. All of them were bundled 
in dark rain gear. 

The PGA Championship has 
moved to May for the first time 
since 1949, and for the moment, 
everyone is feeling it. 

Temperatures were still in the 
upper 40s when players headed 
out for the first official day of 
practice on the Long Island pub¬ 
lic course, already soaked from 
weekend rain with more falling 
in the afternoon. 

Just like Lucas Glover remem¬ 
bers it. 

Glover won the last m^or at 
Bethpage Black, the 2009 U.S. 
Open, during a week so inundat¬ 
ed with rain that it didn’t finish 
until Monday afternoon and the 
maintenance crew kept finding 
shoes in the muck weeks after it 
was over. 

“Weather was just like this, ac¬ 
tually,” Glover said. 

It should get better by the 
time the championship begins 
on Thursday, with temperatures 
pushing 70 by the weekend. But a 
wet course is a long course, and 
there were plenty of examples of 
that during morning practice. 

Woods played the front nine 
and had 256 yards into the 524- 
yard seventh hole, which plays as 
a par 4 this week. He hammered 
a 5-wood that came up short. He 
tried a 3-wood from the same 
spot and that also failed to reach 
the green, and at that point Woods 
jokingly suggested he might con¬ 
sider teeing it up for a driver. 


Kuchar hit driver down the 
middle of the 15th fairway, con¬ 
templated his approach to an ele¬ 
vated green guarded by bunkers, 
and was surprised to see it come 
up short. It didn’t get much better 
from there. He hit a 3-hybrid into 
the par-4 16th, and another 3-hy¬ 
brid into the par-3 17th. 

“The ball isn’t bouncing, obvi¬ 
ously,” Glover said. “Long and 
hard, that’s what I remember. 
It’s kind of fun when it is that soft 
because the ball just kind of goes 
where you hit it. You get extra re¬ 
warded for a good shot, and a bad 
shot is still bad. So it’s still fair.... 
With it soft like this — probably 
going to be soft the first few days 


— there will be a lot of long clubs 
in, so it will be to your advantage 
if you’re striking your irons well, 
especially your long irons.” 

Woods won the 2002 U.S. Open 
at Bethpage, which featured a 
steady rain in the second round 
and an hour delay for rain in the 
final round. Glover won the next 
U.S. Open at Bethpage in 2009, 
and the PGA Tour staged its 
opening FedEx Cup playoff event 
on the Black Course twice. Nick 
Watney won in 2012, and Patrick 
Reed won in 2016. 

Woods and Glover are among 
14 players who will compete in all 
three m^ors, and the only m^or 
champions at Bethpage Black so 


far. 

“That might be the only thing 
that anybody will ever use his and 
my name in the same breath,” 
Glover said with a laugh. “But any 
time you’re lumped in with him, 
it’s a pretty good honor. Pretty 
cool for sure.” 

Both have gone through some 
down times. Woods mainly from 
injury, Glover from the frustrat¬ 
ing nature of golf 

It got so bad for Glover that in 
2012 — the only time he missed 
a tournament at Bethpage — he 
finished at No. 216 on the money 
list and made it to the final round 
in only four of the 16 events he 
played. His last victory was at 


It’s kind of fun 
when it is that soft 
because the ball just 
kind of goes where 
you hit it. You get 
extra rewarded for 
a good shot, and a 
bad shot is still bad. 
So it’s still fair, f 

Lucas Glover 

2009 US Open winner at Bethpage 
Black on course conditions 


Quail Hollow in 2011. 

“I don’t know of anybody that’s 
played this game for a long time 
that hasn’t gone through some 
ups and downs,” Glover said. 
“I’ve come out the other side. I 
haven’t won. I haven’t accom¬ 
plished any of my goals. But I’ve 
come through it, and there’s not 
much you can do that you can’t 
get through.” 

Driving into Bethpage State 
Park felt comfortable for Glover, 
even under a gray sky that made 
it seem even colder and wetter 
than it was. It feels less like the 
PGA Championship than stops at 
Riviera and Pebble Beach in the 
cold, coastal air of California. 

But this is where he became a 
m^or champion in 2009, and that 
hasn’t left him. 

“I’m in every way a different 
person than 10 years ago, but I 
can still lean on all of that,” he 
said. “I still get comfortable when 
I walk into the clubhouse or drive 
through the gate. It’s just that 
calming feeling. It’s almost like 
how I imagine some guys feel 
driving down Magnolia Lane at 
Augusta that have had success 
there. It’s just like an automatic 
deep breath, like I’ve done it here. 
Let’s see what we can do again.” 

For at least a few days, Glover 
and everyone else will be doing it 
with a rain suit. 















Wednesday, May 15,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


NHL PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Boston 2, Carolina 0 
Boston 5, Carolina 2 
Boston 6, Carolina 2 
Tuesday: at Carolina 
Thursday: at Carolina 
AFN-Sports2, 2 a.ni. Friday CET; 9 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

x-Saturday: at Boston 
x-Monday, May 20: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday, May 22: at Boston 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
San Jose 1, St. Louis 1 
San Jose 6, St. Louis 3 
Monday: St. Louis 4, San Jose 2 
Wednesday: at St. Louis 
AFN-Sports2, 2 a.m. Thursday CET; 9 
a.m. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at St. Louis 

AFN-Sports2, 2 a.m. Saturday CET; 9 
a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, May 21: at St. Louis 
x-Thursday, May 23: at San Jose 

Monday 

Blues 4, Sharks 2 

St. Louis 12 1-4 

San Jose 0 2 0—2 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Schwartz 9 
(Tarasenko, Edmundson), 2:34. 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Dunn 2 
(O’Reilly, Perron), 4:16. 3, San Jose, Cou¬ 
ture 12, 4:55 (sh). 4, San Jose, Couture 13 
(Meier), 6:54. 5, St. Louis, Bortuzzo 1 (Bo- 
zak, Edmundson), 16:34. 

Third Period—6 , St. Louis, Sundqvist 3 
(Steen, Pietrangelo), 16:52. 

Shots on Goai—St. Louis 6-9-10—25. 
San Jose 9-6-11-26. 

Power-piay opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 5; San Jose 0 of 2. 


A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:22. 


Scoring leaders 


Logan Couture, SJ 
Brent Burns, SJ 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
Tomas HertI, SJ ib 

Mikko Rantanen, COL 12 

Timo Meier, SJ 16 

laden Schwartz, STL 15 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 12 


16 13 6 

16 5 10 

15 5 10 


David Pastrnak, BOS 
Mark Stone, VEG 
David Krejci, BOS 
Alex Pietrangelo, STL 
8 tied with 11 pts. 


16 0 13 13 

15 6 6 12 

15 6 6 12 

7 6 6 12 

15 4 8 12 

15 2 10 12 


May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 15 — Last possible day for Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 

June 20 — NHL general managers 
meetings, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

June 21-22 - NHL Draft, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

July 1 — Free agency begins noon 
EDT. 

Oct. 26 - Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 


Blues even series with Sharks 


Defenseman’s goal 
fuels St. Louis’ win 

By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — After the San Jose 
Sharks relied on a usual suspect to tie the 
game, the St. Louis Blues took back momen¬ 
tum with a tiebreaking goal from a most un¬ 
likely source. 

Defenseman Robert Bortuzzo scored his 
first career postseason goal late in the second 
period that helped the Blues overcome anoth¬ 
er big game from San Jose’s Logan Couture 
with a 4-2 victory over the Sharks on Monday 
night that tied the Western Conference finals 
at one game apiece. 

“It’s not really my game but it’s something 
that goes in the back of your mind,” said Bor¬ 
tuzzo, who had scored only 14 goals in 365 
regular-season and playoff games before 
breaking through against the Sharks. 

“Jaden (Schwartz) will remember, I told 
him if I do score a playoff goal you’ll like the 
celebration. You never can plan what you’re 
going to do. It’s just a rush of emotion. It’s an 
intense game out there. That’s all it is, emo¬ 
tion coming to the surface.” 

After the surprising goal, Bortuzzo pumped 
his fist, let out a yell, and held his arms out 
wide for the embrace from his appreciative 
teammates, who needed the momentum back 
in their favor after Couture scored twice in a 
span of less than two minutes to erase a 2-0 
deficit for San Jose. 

Schwartz, Vince Dunn and Oskar Sundqvist 
also scored and Jordan Binnington made 23 
saves to send the Blues home for Game 3 on 
Wednesday night tied in the series. 

“Pretty solid game tonight,” Binnington 
said. “We had a good start, we were disci¬ 
plined. When they tied it up, we stayed com¬ 
posed. That’s really important, this time of 
year especially. We enjoyed the moment and 
competed hard until the end.” 

Couture scored his goals in a span of 
1:59, giving him an NHL-leading 13 this 
postseason. 

Martin Jones made 21 saves for San Jose. 



Ben Margot/AP 


The St. Louis Blues’ Robert Bortuzzo, left, celebrates with teammate Robert Thomas after 
scoring the tying goal against the Sharks during the second period of Game 2 of their 
Western Conference finals Monday in San Jose, Calif. The Blues won 4-2. 


St. Louis’ celebration song has Philadelphia bar origins 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


The St. Louis Blues adopted Laura Branigan’s song “Gloria” in 
January after hearing it at a private South Philadelphia bar. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

The Boston Red Sox have 
“Sweet Caroline,” the Chicago 
Blackhawks have “Chelsea Dag¬ 
ger” and the old Hartford Whal¬ 
ers had “Brass Bonanza.” 

The St. Louis Blues? 

They have “Gloria,” the 1982 
hit song for Laura Branigan that 
has improbably become the cel¬ 
ebration song for a team that won 
29 of 43 games to go from last in 
the NHL to the playoffs and all 
the way to the Western Confer¬ 
ence finals against San Jose. 

If that seems odd, consider 
this: “Gloria” became a St. Louis 
craze in part because of a bar in 
South Philadelphia. Jacks NYB, a 
private club in the middle of Fly¬ 
ers country, is where five Blues 
players happened to watch the 
Eagles-Bears playoff game Jan. 6 
and, well, things happened. 

When the players arrived at 
the hole-in-the-wall with a locked 
front door, they were greeted 


with “Let’s go Flyers!” chants 
and some ribbing, but quickly as¬ 
similated with the crowd, chees- 
esteaks in hand. A club member 
kept yelling, “Play ‘Gloria!” and 


DJ Matt Celia obliged by putting 
on Branigan’s catchy hit every 
commercial break. 

“They just went nuts when they 
heard it, and we loved watching 


it,” Blues forward Robby Fabbri 
said. “So we just happened to get 
a win the next day and made it 
our win song.” 

The Blues already had a song 
— “Runaround Sue” — but rook¬ 
ie Jordan Binnington’s shutout 
of the Flyers the next day in his 
first NHL start coincided with 
the team’s turnaround. Hockey 
players are particularly super¬ 
stitious, SO “Gloria” has become 
something of a sensation. 

“They weren’t looking for a 
song that night,” Jacks NYB 
member Jerry Foschini said. 
“This is one of them things that 
never in a million years could be 
planned. It’s serendipity.” 

Long before Fabbri and team¬ 
mates Robert Bortuzzo, Alexan¬ 
der Steen, Joel Edmundson and 
Jaden Schwartz heard “Gloria” 
(over and over again) that night 
after an invite from friend Larry 
Flowers, members of the Jacks 
club made it their song as they 
prepared to march in and com¬ 
pete in the city’s annual Mum¬ 


mers Parade. When the Jacks 
won first place in their division, 
they played the song all over the 
neighborhood to celebrate. 

“If we don’t win first place, 
we’re probably not having an Ea¬ 
gles party like that five days later 
and ‘Gloria’ would have probably 
died because it got on our nerves 
SO much from the summertime,” 
club co-founder Mike Montecalvo 
said. 

It’s been fun for Jacks, too, 
some 900 miles from St. Louis. 
An orange and black Flyers pen¬ 
nant hangs on the wall at Jacks 
but is dwarfed by the blue and 
gold regalia of the Blues. Even 
the Philadelphia 76ers’ NBA 
playoff run took a back seat to 
the members’ new favorite team 
trying to win its first Stanley Cup 
championship. 

“It’s like I was at a sports bar 
in St. Louis,” said Brian Lamp¬ 
ing, a St. Louis attorney who was 
in Philadelphia on business and 
watched a playoff game at Jacks. 
“It was surreal.” 
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Blues get even 

Bortuzzo goal helps lift St. Louis 
over San Jose in Game 2 » Page 31 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


Milwaukee's 
best 


Bucks have fans 
dreaming of title after 4 
years in the shadows 
of Packers, Brewers 


Giannis Antetokounmpo has helped make the Bucks the hottest 
ticket in Wisconsin. The state’s last pro sports team to win a 
championship was the NFL’s Packers in 2011. 

Aaron GasIVAP 



By Ivan Moreno 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE 
unter Trimmel couldn’t give 
away his season tickets to Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks games five years 
ago. 

Losing season after season made the 
Bucks almost an afterthought in Wiscon¬ 
sin, where most teams live in the shadow of 
the Green Bay Packers. But now the Bucks 
are the hottest ticket in town, with a glit¬ 
tery new arena and a young superstar who 
has the team knocking on the door of the 
NBA Finals. Game 1 of the Eastern Con¬ 
ference finals against Toronto is Wednes¬ 
day night. 


Who would have thought 
that the Packers would be 
third on the totem pole at 
this point?’ 

Tim Stasinoulias 

Milwaukee Bucks fan 


Trimmel, 37, was among hundreds of 
fans flocking to the plaza outside Fiserv 
Forum last week before the Bucks faced 
Boston in Game 5 of the conference semi¬ 
finals. The plaza, with plenty of bars and 
jumbo TV screens for fans who can’t get 


inside, is part of an atmosphere that Trim¬ 
mel — a Bucks fan since 1992 — said is a 
new experience. 

“I hate to say it but we felt like a minor 
league team for a while,” Trimmel said. 

It’s a golden era in Milwaukee: The 
Bucks are in contention just a year after the 
Brewers came within one game of going to 
the World Series, shifting the focus of this 
sports-crazed state from the beloved Pack¬ 
ers to two long-neglected teams suddenly 
on the rise. 

The last Wisconsin professional sports 
team to win it all was the Packers in 2011. 

The Bucks’ success has been a long time 
coming. Their only NBA title came in 1971, 
when a team featuring legends Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and Oscar Robertson beat 


the Baltimore Bullets. 

The Bucks were solid in the 1980s, put¬ 
ting up several 50-win seasons behind 
stars like Sidney Moncrief, Marques John¬ 
son and Junior Bridgeman before things 
got brutal in the ’90s — six losing seasons, 
including four where they didn’t win more 
than 30 games. 

“There was a generation when they 
stumbled through the wilderness, and a lot 
of fans lost interest,” said Drew Olson, a 
long-time Milwaukee sports reporter who 
now hosts a sports talk radio show. “It was 
almost to the point that people went to the 
Bucks games to see the other team.” 

Olson traced the turnaround to Herb 
Kohl selling the team in 2014 to Wes Edens 
SEE BEST ON PAGE 27 



Angels’ Ohtani hits first home run of season.. i>«.2i 











